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Rams slip past Chiefs in historic SO
Mahomes completes 33 of 46 passes for career-high 478 yards, six touchdowns

LOS ANGELES:  Brandin Cooks #12 of the Los Angeles Rams makes a first down during the third quarter of the game against the Kansas City Chiefs at Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum on Monday in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Jared Goff passed for 413 yards and
four touchdowns Monday, and linebacker Samson
Ebukam scored touchdowns off a fumble return and
interception as the Los Angeles Rams topped the vis-
iting Kansas City Chiefs 54-51.

The shootout, moved from its originally scheduled
site to Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum because of
poor field conditions in Mexico City, lived up to its
billing. It was the first game in NFL history in which
both teams scored 50-plus points, and it was the
highest-scoring Monday night game in league history.

Former Chief Marcus Peters seemingly preserved
the victory by grabbing an interception on a pass by
Kansas City quarterback Patrick Mahomes. Ebukam
effected with the errant throw by pressuring
Mahomes.

That gave the Rams (10-1) the ball with 1:18 left

after they converted three earlier turnovers into 21
points. However, Los Angeles then inexplicably threw
three passes, one of which was incomplete, allowing
Kansas City to preserve a timeout.

The Chiefs (9-2) got the ball back with 50 seconds
left, but Mahomes threw his third interception, caught
by Lamarcus Joyner.

Mahomes completed 33 of 46 passes for a career-
high 478 yards and six touchdowns, but he turned the
ball over five times. Wide receiver Tyreek Hill made 10
receptions for 215 yards and two scores, and tight end
Travis Kelce had 10 catches for 127 yards and a score.

The Chiefs also scored a defensive touchdown on a
2-yard fumble return from Allen Bailey following a
strip-sack by Justin Houston. The play gave Kansas
City a 44-40 lead with 11:07 remaining.

Nonetheless, the Rams capitalized on the makeshift

home game, prevailing on an emotional night when
they observed recent tragedies from wildfires and a
mass shooting.

Los Angeles went in front 47-44 on a Goff 7-yard
scoring strike to Gerald Everett with 9:38 left .
Mahomes put Kansas City back on top thanks to a 10-
yard touchdown pass to Chris Conley with 2:50 to go.

Without any timeouts, Goff connected on a 40-
yard pass to Everett with 1:49 remaining for the go-
ahead score, which Los Angeles maintained with the
two late interceptions.

Los Angeles receiver Brandin Cooks finished with
eight catches for 107 yards.

Goff passed for touchdowns on each of the Rams’
first two series, connecting for 7 and 4 yards to
Robert Woods and Josh Reynolds while picking on
Chiefs cornerback Orlando Scandrick both times. Goff

went 10 of 13 on those drives while also capitalizing
on five Kansas City penalties, staking Los Angeles to
a 13-0 lead.

After going three-and-out on their first series, with
two penalties, the Chiefs rallied for three straight
scores, including TD passes of 25 and 21 yards from
Mahomes to Hill and Hunt, respectively. The second
touchdown provided a 17-16 edge and came in one
play following a sack, strip and recovery by Bailey.

Rams standout Aaron Donald returned the favor
with a sack-strip of Mahomes. Ebukam recovered the
fumble and scored on an 11-yard return with 1:50
remaining in the half.

The Chiefs, however, roared back and scored with
13 seconds left as Mahomes fired an 8-yard strike to
Conley. The PAT was missed, however, leaving the
teams tied at 23 at halftime. — Reuters

LONDON: There will be no breakaway
European Super League, UEFA president
Aleksander Ceferin and Andrea Agnelli, the
chairman of the influential European Club
Association has told the BBC.

Instead their joint plans for the future of
European football from 2024 onwards will
see a revised football schedule which will
possibly involve less domestic football and
more European competition.

German news magazine Der Spiegel
claimed to have documents which showed
Europe’s biggest clubs planning for a Super
League from 2021. 

“The Super League will not happen. It is

in a way a fiction now or a dream,” Ceferin
told the BBC. Agnelli, whose body repre-
sents over 200 leading teams, said the
clubs and UEFA are “united” in their views
on how the game should progress over the
coming years.

“I can confirm we have never seen, never
discussed, never been involved in the cre-
ation of this document (about a Super
League),” said Agnelli, who is also chairman
of Juventus one of the clubs reportedly due
to be a founding member of the Super
League. “We are fully engaged with Uefa in
shaping the game going forward.”

Ceferin-who is due to be re-elected to
his post unopposed next February-and
Agnelli says discussions are taking place
about how to change the format of
European club football’s premier competi-
tion, the Champions League.

This is being done in order to obtain a
more financially attractive broadcasting
deal. “We have some ideas,” said Ceferin.
“All I can say is that any Super League is

out of the question. “Participation stays.
And everybody will have an opportunity to
compete in every European competition,”
added the 51-year-old Slovenian lawyer.

Ceferin said a planned third European
competition with 32 teams will be appreci-
ated by European clubs.

It is not the first time there have been
three European club competitions as prior
to it being reduced to the Champions
League and Europa League-formerly the
UEFA Cup-there was the Cup Winners
Cup. The new competition is due to be vot-
ed in at a UEFA meeting in Dublin in early
December. “It will be our duty to safeguard
the great heritages of European football
but on the other side I think we are very
well aware that we have to safeguard mar-
kets, we have to think about upcoming
markets,” said Ceferin.

“Fans can rest assured that if we put our
hands to making a new product it’s because
we want to make sure that fans across
Europe engage.” —AFP
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BRUSSELS: Union of European Football Associations (UEFA) President Aleksander Ceferin (L) gives a
joint press conference with chairman of the European Club Association (ECA) Andrea Agnelli, yes-
terday in Brussels.—AFP


