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Amir receives GCC commerce, industry ministers
participating in cooperation committee meeting

Amir sends condolences to Saudi King, Afghan President

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan, GCC Secretary General Abdullatif Al-Zayani, and GCC commerce and industry
ministers. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Bayan Palace
yesterday Minister of Commerce and Industry Khaled
Al-Roudhan, Secretary General of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) Abdullatif Al-Zayani, GCC
commerce and industry ministers, Chairman of Kuwait
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Ali Al-Ghanem
and heads of GCC commerce chambers, on the occa-
sion of the 56th meeting of the commercial and indus-
trial cooperation committee of the GCC’s General
Secretariat. During the meeting, His Highness the Amir
hailed the efforts of GCC commerce and industry min-
isters and heads of commerce chambers in boosting

cooperation in the field. The meeting was attended by
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah.

Earlier yesterday, His Highness the Amir received His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince received
Ghanem, Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and Deputy Head of the Ruling
Family Council Sheikh Dr Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah.

In the meantime, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received
Roudhan, Zayani and the GCC ministers of commerce
and industries on the occasion of the convening of the
56th ministerial meeting in Kuwait. The meeting was
attended by head of the Diwan of His Highness the
Premier Sheikha Itimad Khaled Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah.
His Highness the Prime Minister also received journal-
ists Samir Atallah and George Samaan on the occasion
of their visit to the country.

Separately, His Highness the Amir sent a cable of
condolences to Saudi King Salman Bin Abdulaziz yes-
terday over the passing away of the mother of Prince

Faisal Bin Mohammad Bin Abdulaziz Bin Saud Bin Faisal
Al-Saud. His Highness the Crown Prince and His
Highness the Prime Minister also sent similar cables to
King Salman.

Meanwhile, His Highness the Amir sent a cable of
condolences to Afghan President Ashraf Ghani on the
victims of the suicide blast that targeted a religious
gathering inside a large wedding hall in Afghanistan’s
capital city Kabul. His Highness the Amir prayed for
souls of the deceased and wished the injured quick
recovery. HH the Crown Prince and HH the Prime
Minister addressed cables of similar content to the
Afghan president. — KUNA

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with GCC Ministers of
Commerce and Industries.His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with heads of GCC commerce chambers.

KUWAIT: Partnership between public and private
sectors is essential in order for Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) economic correlation and unity to be
achieved, said Minister of Commerce and Industry
Khaled Al-Roudhan yesterday.

Economic correlation is neither an option nor a
proposal any more, especially in the age of major
global alliances, which requires a qualitative partner-
ship between public and private sectors to solidify
economies of the GCC countries against setbacks,
noted Minister Roudhan in a speech at the opening of
the 4th consultative meeting of ministers of trade and
industry and heads of trade unions and chambers of
the GCC. Kuwait is hosting the one-day meeting. “We
need to be an integral part of the global transforma-
tion through providing a sound and ever improving
business environment,” he said. 

Gulf countries had made significant strides in terms
of eradicating obstacles on the way of commercial and
industrial progress, Roudhan pointed out, adding that
GCC countries “are bonded by mutual history and
interests. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, along with his brothers;
GCC leaders, are keen to maintain such entity.”

There is also a pressing necessity to establish leg-

islative and institutional bodies that would contribute
in steering projects and managing businesses,
Roudhan stressed. The consultative meeting aims at
easing tariff procedures among GCC members, as well
as addressing impediments in face of establishing a
common GCC market.

Digital system
Meanwhile, Roudhan called for speedy adoption of

the digital system for joint Arab resolutions at the lev-
els of commerce, policies’ unification and GCC legis-
lations. Minister Roudhan, in a statement at the 56th
meeting of the commercial cooperation commission of
the GCC Secretariat General, said the meeting agenda
includes adoption of “electronic files” for the commer-
cial committees’ meetings, mortgage, commercial mat-
ters, bankruptcy and various other trade affairs. He
called on his colleagues to rapidly tackle these issues
and related laws, in line with instructions by the GCC
countries’ top leaders.

GCC Secretary General Abullatif Al-Zayani, in his
statement, said constructive economic cooperation
and previous joint accomplishments among the
Council member states have contributed to creating
“new and clear horizons in various spheres in the eco-
nomic and commercial sectors at the level of regional
states.” He attributed the accomplishments to efforts
that had been exerted at committees’ level, thus
paving the way for growth of inter-GCC trade, soar-
ing in value to $133 billion in 2017. GCC states ranked
among top countries that export commercial com-
modities, in 2017, value of which reached some $546
billion. By contrast their imports reached some $450
billion, and value of trade exchanges between the

member states and the world was at $985 billion, he
added. Turning to a meeting that grouped His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah with GCC ministers and chiefs of chambers
of commerce, he said that His Highness had underlined
key role of the private sector to boost economic and
social development in the GCC countries. Joint GCC
action, namely effort by the GCC commercial cooper-
ation committee, has been helpful in overhauling

investment conditions, for local and foreign entrepre-
neurs in the Gulf countries.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Commerce Undersecretary Dr
Khaled Al-Fadhel affirmed that cooperation among
GCC countries had led to diverse major accomplish-
ments, namely enacting a large number of laws and
regulations. However, he called for agile enactment of
further joint laws, including the bylaw for combating
commercial fraud. — KUNA

Public, private
partnership essential
for GCC: Roudhan

KUWAIT: The 4th consultative meeting of ministers of trade and industry and heads of trade unions and cham-
bers of the GCC in progress yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with Deputy Head of the Ruling Family Council Sheikh Dr
Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah meets with journalist George Samaan.


