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The legislative committee at the National
Assembly’s approved a proposal to amend the
nationality law to allow granting Kuwaiti citi-

zenship to non-Muslims. Under the current law issued
in 1959, Kuwaiti citizenship can only be granted to
Muslims, and the amendment - if approved by the
National Assembly and the government - will certain-
ly eliminate the obstacle for naturalizing non-Muslims.

The Kuwaiti nationality law regulates granting,
relinquishing and withdrawing of citizenship.
According to this law, Kuwaiti nationality is divided
into two categories - original nationality and natural-
ization. Both types have different rights and guaran-
tees. A person who originally settled in Kuwait before
1920 is granted citizenship under article 1 of the
nationality law. A naturalized Kuwaiti is a person of
another nationality or stateless person who is granted
Kuwaiti nationality.

The news was surprising to all and although some
received it with reservation and without comment as
run by Arab channels and published in local newspa-
pers, I tried to follow the views of some citizens. I
found out that they are divided into two main groups.
One group rejects the proposed amendment and
opposes it, while the other is more reserved about it,
and circumspect if the Assembly can pass such a
change. A third party has no influence on the matter
but welcomes the amendment of the legislative com-
mittee - this party is usually human rights groups.

I noticed that the first group believes that non-
Muslims do not have the right to Kuwaiti nationality
and any agreement to grant citizenship to non-
Muslims will open the door to other non-Christian
doctrines demanding Kuwaiti nationality. This makes
sense, and I think this is worth considering and clari-
fying. We all know that the Kuwaiti constitution refers
to the principle of equality as one of the pillars of
society. Article 7 says: “Justice, liberty and equality
are the pillars of society; co-operation and mutual
help are the firmest bonds between citizens.” Also, as
stated in article 29 of the constitution: “All people are
equal in human dignity, and in public rights and duties
before the law, without distinction as to race, origin,
language or religion.” 

I believe that even though the Kuwaiti constitution
says freedom of belief is absolute and that the state
protects the freedom to perform religious rituals in
accordance with established customs, there are some
laws and decrees that need to be revised to remove
any possible discrimination against non-Muslim
believers. 

This question will remain if the National Assembly
is ready to put this issue at the top of its priorities.
And I really wonder who is meant by non-Muslims
here? Are they Christians or other sects, and other
beliefs such as Hinduism? I have not seen a detailed
explanation of the matter according to the published
news. This left the door widely open for debate
among some people on social media. I hope to see
more details on the subject to be more than a news
item. If the amendment is intended for Christians only,
the number of Christians in Kuwait is estimated at
450,000 from different sects, of which only 150 are
Kuwaitis. 

I know that there are many expats who are looking
at the subject of nationality on the grounds that get-
ting it is easy in foreign countries, and this is normal
because foreign countries need more taxpayers and
manpower, but in Kuwait, I do not think that the issue
of granting citizenship can be done in the same way
because the state is small and the societal situation
does not allow the same facilities as Western coun-
tries on this subject. I think this proposed amendment
is a sensitive issue for many, and I do not expect that
many MPs are ready to accept to defend it and risk
losing a large electoral base of those who reject such
an amendment. Only time will tell. 
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local spotlight

Interior Ministry consults former
traffic chief to address road woes

Engineering office owner defies minister’s suspension
By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah
Al-Sabah yesterday issued a ministerial
decision appointing retired Lt Gen Abdul
Fattah Al-Ali as his advisor for five years,
during which he would be responsible for
preparing recommendations concerning
traffic problems and congestions, the
increasing rate of accidents, reckless
driving and fatalities. In his first statement
after his appointment, Lt Gen Ali stressed
that his first plan was to meet the minister
and thank him for his confidence, discuss
the main issues he would be responsible
for. Lt Gen Ali was a former assistant
undersecretary for traffic affairs before

he reached the retirement age.

Firm owner rejects accusations
Former MP Mubarak Al-Duwailah yes-

terday tweeted in response to a decision
by Minister of Housing Jenan Bushehri, in
which she suspended giving any new proj-
ects to an engineering firm he owns, along
with other companies, in the wake of
extensive infrastructure damages left by
heavy rains. Duwailah defied the decision
and dared the minister to prove any mis-
take his office committed on designing
Sabah Al-Ahmad City. “Who is to blame
for the disaster - the engineering firm
which designed the city according to the
housing authority’s requirements and got
the designs approved by various relevant

ministries, or the officials who failed to
have those designs executed despite
repeated warnings?” Duwailah asked,
adding that the housing authority supervis-
es contractors’ work and expressed
amazement why none of its officials had so
far been held accountable. 

Energy therapy
Kuwait Medical Association (KMA)

warned of relying on the so-called ‘energy
therapy’ to treat physiological and respira-
tory diseases and stressed that no research
had been done on such a type of treatment,
which has been hereditary in East Asian
countries. KMA Chairman Dr Ahmed
Thowaini Al-Enezi said such treatment
method is based on theories whose effec-

tiveness has not been scientifically proven.
“It is mainly dependent on beliefs and lim-
ited psychological implications,” he said.
Enezi also urged patients to avoid such
doubtful treatments, warning that their
health can only get worse by using them. 

Employees transferred
The Ministry of Interior’s (MoI) assis-

tant undersecretary for administrative
affairs Maj Gen Talal Maarafi approved a
decision transferring around 300 Kuwaiti
employees who had been working in may-
oral offices to other MoI departments,
well-informed sources said. The sources
explained that the decision was made on
noticing that many of the concerned
employees had not been showing up to

work at their offices and that some of them
used to travel abroad and be considered to
be on duty.  

Abdul Fattah Al-Ali

KUWAIT: Jahra municipality cleanliness department carried out a campaign resulting in removing 19 mobile groceries, 24 motorcycles and two abandoned cars. Department Director Fahd
Al-Quraifa said campaigns will continue until such violations disappear and to stop the sale of food items in unlicensed places. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Criminal detectives began an investigation to
find out the cause of death of a youth who was missing
from his family’s home and whose body was found in a
building under construction in Sabah Al-Salem. A security
source said that the body may have been dumped there by
unidentified persons or he may have committed suicide.
The body was discovered by the building’s guard. The
dead youth was identified as a 23-year-old Kuwaiti. 

Suitcase thief caught
Airport detectives arrested an Arab national who

attempted to steal two ‘expensive’ suitcases from the bag-
gage carousel and take them back to his country. Airport
detectives learned about a man who had a return ticket for
the same day, so he was arrested. When questioned, he
said he came especially to steal two ‘expensive’ bags, and
took them to the check-in counter to return back to his
country.

Beggars arrested
Residency affairs detectives continued their campaign

against beggars and arrested more than nine persons
(men, women and children) of various nationalities beg-
ging in Mubarakiya. The arrestees were sent to concerned
authorities. A security source said the campaigns will
continue. — Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Anbaa 

Investigation in
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GENEVA: Kuwait yesterday emphasized necessity of lim-
iting hazards from abandoned explosives ordnance (AXO),
left behind after wars or armed conflicts. Wars’ leftovers,
prone to blow up, continue to threaten and maim civilians,
haphazardly, posing a danger to lives of thousands of
innocent people, said Ambassador Jamal Al-Ghunaim,
Kuwait’s Permanent Representative at the United Nations
and International Organizations in Geneva. Ambassador
Ghunaim was addressing a meeting grouping signatory
states of the UN convention on Prohibitions or
Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to
Have Indiscriminate Effects.

AXO leave catastrophic and annihilating repercussions
on the environment, deemed the basic foundation for
peace, security and sustainable development, said the
Kuwaiti representative at the UN, in his speech at the ses-
sion. Kuwait, which strongly believed in the convention
significance and sought to bolster it as an international
treaty, had inked and ratified it, along with its five proto-
cols, on May 24, 2013. The treaty, also officially named the
United Nations Convention on Certain Conventional
Weapons, was concluded in Geneva on October 10, 1980,
and entered into force in December 1983.

Ambassador Ghunaim urged non-signatory states of
the world to rapidly join the convention due to its utmost
importance for barring arms of random damage’s capacity
in armed conflicts. Unjustified employment of these
weapons has increased numbers of victims of armed strife,
particularly nowadays, in shadow of complex political cir-
cumstances, prevailing across the world.—KUNA
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