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SANAA: This picture shows a view of the old quarter of the capital Sanaa. —AFP

DUBAI: An estimated 85,000 children under five may have
died from extreme hunger in Yemen since a Saudi-led
coalition intervened in the civil war in 2015, a humanitarian
body said yesterday, as the UN special envoy arrived in
Yemen to pursue peace talks. Western countries are press-
ing for a ceasefire and renewed peace efforts to end the
disastrous conflict, which has unleashed the world’s most
urgent humanitarian crisis with 8.4 million people believed
to be on the verge of starvation.

Save the Children said that according to a conservative
estimate based on United Nations data, approximately
84,700 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition
may have died between April 2015 and October 2018 in the
impoverished country, where a Western-backed Arab
alliance is battling the Iranian-aligned Houthi movement
that holds the capital Sanaa.

“We are horrified that some 85,000 children in Yemen
may have died because of the consequences of extreme
hunger since the war began. For every child killed by bombs
and bullets, dozens are dying from hunger and disease and
it’s entirely preventable,” it said in a statement. The last avail-
able figure from the United Nations for the death toll from

the conflict, seen as a proxy war between Saudi Arabia and
Iran, was in 2016 and stood at more than 10,000. The world
body has not provided figures for the death toll from malnu-
trition but warned last month that half the population, or
some 14 million people, could soon be on the brink of famine
and completely relying on humanitarian aid.

The Armed Conflict
Location & Event Data Project
(ACLED), a database that
tracks violence in Yemen, says
around 57,000 people have
been reported killed since the
beginning of 2016. The Saudi-
led coalition intervened in
Yemen in March 2015 to restore
the internationally recognized
government that was ousted
from Sanaa in 2014 by the
Houthis, who control the most
populated areas of the Arabian
Peninsula country. But since seizing the southern port city
of Aden in 2015, the coalition has faced a military stalemate

and has been focusing on wresting control of the main port
city of Hodeidah to weaken the Houthis by cutting off their
main supply line.

No ceasefire yet
The coalition last week ordered a halt to military opera-

tions in Hodeidah, a lifeline for
millions of Yemenis. A few days
later the Houthis announced a
halt to missile and drone attacks
on coalition leaders Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates along with their
Yemeni allies. However,
Hodeidah has witnessed intense
fighting in the past two days,
mostly taking place at night, as
each side tried to reinforce its
positions during the de-escala-
tion in hostilities. “Loud bangs,

shelling and gunfire could be heard all over the city until
dawn,” a Hodeidah resident said yesterday.

A pro-coalition Yemeni military source told Reuters on
Monday that a ceasefire in Hodeidah would start only after the
UN Security Council passes a British-drafted resolution on
Yemen. Aid groups have warned against an all-out assault on
the city, an entry point for more than 80 percent of Yemen’s
food imports and humanitarian aid. UN envoy Martin Griffiths
arrived in Sanaa yesterday to meet with Houthi leaders to dis-
cuss convening peace talks in Sweden next month to agree on
a framework for peace under a transitional government. The
Houthis failed to show up to peace talks in September. Kuwait
has offered to provide planes for the parties to ensure the par-
ticipation of both sides in Stockholm.

Griffiths faces a daunting challenge to overcome deep
mistrust between all sides, including among allies, which
makes any peace agreement fragile. The draft resolution,
seen by Reuters, calls for a halt to fighting in Hodeidah, a
stop to attacks on populated areas across Yemen and an
end to attacks on countries in the region. It also calls for an
unhindered flow of commercial and humanitarian goods
across the impoverished country, including a large, fast
injection of foreign currency into the economy through the
Central Bank of Yemen and more aid funding.  —Reuters

85,000 Yemeni kids ‘died of extreme hunger’
War unleashes world’s most urgent humanitarian crisis

Starvation leaves 
Yemeni boy Ghazi 
‘too weak to cry’
TAEZ: Skin and bones, 10-year-old Ghazi Saleh lies on a hospital
bed in Yemen’s government-held third city Taez barely breathing.
He weighs just eight kilograms (less than 18 pounds). Starving
and too weak to move or even cry, Ghazi can only look down at
his emaciated body as he struggles to keep his eyes open. Some
14 million Yemenis are at risk of famine, more than four years into
the country’s war. At Al-Mudhafar Hospital where Ghazi is being
treated, medics go from one bed to another to check on mal-
nourished children-including infants.

Eman Ali, a nurse at the hospital, said that Ghazi suffers from
acute malnutrition. “He has not eaten properly for a while now,
and he ultimately reached this situation,” she said. While some
doctors and nurses weighed children, others tried to feed the
young patients through syringes as they have become too weak
to swallow. Cases of malnourished children have become a
reflection of the health system in Yemen, where children bear the
brunt of the war between the Saudi-backed government and the
Iran-aligned Houthi rebels.

‘Entirely preventable’
Aid organization Save the Children said on Wednesday that

as many as 85,000 infants under the age of five may have died
from starvation or disease since the Saudi-led military coalition
intervened in March 2015. “For every child killed by bombs and
bullets, dozens are starving to death and it’s entirely preventa-
ble,” said Save the Children’s Yemen director Tamer Kirolos.
“Children who die in this way suffer immensely as their vital

organ functions slow down and eventually stop,” he said. While
the United Nations is hoping for peace talks to take place in
Sweden by the end of this year, the situation on the ground
remains dire with millions of children starving.

“We receive such cases every day, and some of them are very
terrible,” said Sona Othman, head of nutrition at Al-Mudhafar
Hospital. “Ghazi’s case was extremely bad and it mirrors the
deteriorating health situation of the country.” According to the
UN children’s agency (UNICEF), more than half of the 14 million
people on the edge of famine are children. Fatima Salman, whose
infant son is malnourished, said that she feels more hopeless the
longer the conflict rages. “My husband had a job before the war,
and he earned just enough money to feed us, but now there’s
nothing,” she said. “We want this war to end but we only see it
getting worse and worse.”

Children at great risk
More than 22 million people-three quarters of the popula-

tion-now depend on humanitarian assistance to survive. Yemenis
struggling to survive such conditions are also confronted with a
collapsed economy, leaving civil servants and teachers without
pay for months. UNICEF estimates that some 4.5 million children
in Yemen risk losing access to state schools, as teachers have not
been paid in nearly two years.

More than 2,500 schools have been damaged or destroyed,
and others are now used as shelters for displaced people or as
bases run by armed groups. The war has left an estimated
10,000 people dead since 2015 and triggered what the UN calls
the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. However, human rights
groups say the real death toll may be five times higher. Yemen’s
war has put the country’s children at particular risk. More than
40 percent of Yemeni girls are married before the age of 15 and
three-quarters wed by 18, according to UNICEF, while boys are
at risk of being drawn directly into the conflict to fight as child
soldiers. —AFP

TAEZ, Yemen: Skin and bones, 10-year-old Ghazi Saleh lies on a hospital bed in the southwestern Yemeni city of Taez
barely breathing. —AFP
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