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WASHINGTON: Embattled Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg said Tuesday he has no
plans to resign, sounding defiant after a rough
year for the social platform. “That’s not the
plan,” Zuckerberg told CNN Business when
asked if he would consider stepping down as
chairman. He also defended Facebook chief
operating officer Sheryl Sandberg, who has
drawn criticism over her handling of the
social media giant’s recent crises.

“Sheryl is a really important part of this
company and is leading a lot of the efforts for
a lot of the biggest issues we have,” said
Zuckerberg. “She’s been an important partner
to me for 10 years. I’m really proud of the
work we’ve done together and I hope that we
work together for decades more to come.”
Facebook has stumbled from one mess to
another this year as it grappled with continu-
ing fallout from Russia’s use of the platform to
interfere in the 2016 US presidential election,
the Cambridge Analytica scandal in which
user data was harnessed in a bid to help can-
didate Donald Trump, and a huge security
breach involving millions of accounts.

Most recently, an investigative piece pub-
lished last week by The New York Times said
Facebook misled the public about what it
knew about Russia’s election meddling and

used a PR firm to spread negative stories
about other Silicon Valley companies and
thus deflect anger away from itself. “It is not
clear to me at all that the report is right,”
Zuckerberg said of the Times article. “A lot of
the things that were in that report, we talked
to the reporters ahead of time and told them
that from everything that we’d seen, that was-
n’t true and they chose to print it anyway.”

Zuckerberg also defended his company
against the broader wave of flak it has taken
this year. “A lot of the criticism around the
biggest issues has been fair, but I do think
that if we are going to be real, there is this
bigger picture as well, which is that we have a
different world view than some of the folks
who are covering us,” he said. “There are big
issues, and I’m not trying to say that there
aren’t... But I do think that sometimes, you
can get the flavor from some of the coverage
that that’s all there is, and I don’t think that
that’s right either.”

Server problem
Facebook said yesterday users had trouble

accessing the social network and its other
applications such as Instagram for a chunk of
the day due to a server software problem. It
was the second instance in the past two

weeks in which technical issues appeared to
affect access to Facebook. “Earlier today, a
server configuration caused intermittent
problems across all apps globally, creating a
degraded experience for users,” a Facebook
spokesperson said. “The issue has since been
resolved, we are back to 100 percent for
everyone, and we’re sorry for any inconven-
ience.” The independent monitoring site
Downdetector showed a map indicating that
outages affected most parts of the world,
especially in North America, Europe and Asia.
Outages seemed to stretch from the early
morning into the afternoon in California,
where the leading social network has its
headquarters.

The hashtag #FacebookDown trended on
Twitter. Tweeted banter included jokes about
people actually getting work done, meeting
one another in real life, or flocking to Twitter
while not being able to get to Facebook.
Facebook, which operates the Instagram pho-
to-sharing platform and the WhatsApp and
Messenger applications, has been under
pressure in recent weeks over its handling of
misinformation campaigns, and its hiring of a
consultancy that sought to do damage control
for the company. Facebook has more than 2.2
billion active users worldwide. — Agencies 

Facebook CEO sounds defiant, 
says he has no plans to resign

Facebook says services tripped up by server problem

In Quebec, Canada’s 
newest hydroelectric 
dams nearly ready
HAVRE-SAINT-PIERRE: On a frigid night, the roar of
heavy machinery chipping away at rock echoes through
Canada’s boreal forest: in the far north of Quebec
province, four massive hydroelectric dams that will pro-
duce “clean energy” for the northeastern United States are
nearing completion. Flowing more than 500 kilometers
through the wilderness, the Romaine River in the Cote-
Nord region of Quebec is about to hit a literal wall at 51
degrees north latitude with the erection of the fourth and
last power station. Once completed, the construction proj-
ect-which started in 2009 — will see the cold, clear
waters of one of Canada’s longest untamed rivers flood
surrounding lands claimed by indigenous tribes.

From a distance, the bright lights at the site where more
than 800 heavy dump trucks, drills and giant backhoe
loaders are in use look like reflections of stars in the night
sky. The teams from Hydro-Quebec are working on two
fronts.  They are razing a mountain to make room for the
power station. They are also erecting a dike 500 meters
long and 90 meters high that will hold back the water to
be used to generate electricity. Quebec has a power sur-
plus, so the government is hoping to sell the power pro-
duced here to its American neighbors to the south-and in
turn do its bit to help alleviate global warming.

Dangers of dam building 
The construction site extends over several kilometers:

there is a full cement factory, an infirmary for workers,
offices, a quarry and a dynamite depot. “This is a major
project-there are many different stakeholders, many simul-
taneous activities, and many dangers to manage daily,”
including inquisitive wolves and bears, says Christian
Guimond, who is in charge of the dam’s construction.

Already four workers have died, which forced the pub-
lic utility Hydro-Quebec to suspend construction in 2017
while it reviewed its workplace safety practices. There’s
now a greater awareness of the risks for workers, said
Guimond. From atop a nearby mountain peak, he points to
a kilometer-long tunnel and a ditch built to divert the rag-
ing river in order to start construction of the dam itself on
the dry riverbed. The dam is to be completed in 2019.

Costing more than Can$6.5 billion (US$4.9 billion), it is
among the top 10 largest infrastructure projects currently
underway in Canada, ranking behind two nuclear plant refur-
bishments, three other hydroelectric projects and a new
Toronto subway line. For residents of the region, the hydro-
electric project has been a mixed blessing, creating jobs in a
remote and economically-depressed region but flooding the
local indigenous people’s traditional hunting grounds. “I
didn’t want it at first, but I needed work... when I got my first
paycheck, I changed my mind about it,” said Gilbert
Pietacho, a foreman and member of the Innus of Mingan.

His father, who is also chief of the small tribe that lives
on a reserve on the north shore of the Saint Lawrence
River, is a fierce opponent of the project. The chief has the
backing of environmental groups, such as Greenpeace,
which have decried huge hydroelectric dams as “ecologi-
cally devastating.” “It pains me, makes me sad what we’re
doing to nature,” said Patricia Bacon, a 24-year-old Innu
who came here to work at the cafeteria in order to pay for
her university studies.  “But times have changed - every
house must have electricity now.”

Export to US
Once fully operational in 2021, the four power plants on

the river will cumulatively generate 1,550 megawatts of

electricity, enough to power a city or an estimated 1.5 mil-
lion homes. Since the 1970s, hydroelectricity has supplied
90 percent of Quebec’s power needs. The new Quebec
provincial government of Francois Legault, with the back-
ing of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, has pledged to build
even more dams once the Romaine project is completed. 

The aim is to export as much power as possible to the
United States, saying it would be “the biggest contribution
that Quebec could make to the planet.” Other provinces
also have big hydroelectric projects on the go, such as
Newfoundland’s Muskrat Falls, Manitoba’s Keeyask and
British Columbia’s Site C. Neighboring Ontario, meanwhile,
is spending Can$25 billion to refurbish two aging nuclear
power plants.

Pierre-Olivier Pineau, an energy specialist at HEC
university in Montreal, expressed doubt after visiting the
Romaine project about the need for more power plants,
pointing to Quebec’s current surplus energy. “In the
northeastern United States, there is a great desire to
decarbonize electricity production in New England or
New York state, so there is a real opportunity for
Quebec,” he said. “La Romaine could provide this
renewable energy.” However, more transmission lines
connecting the power stations to US buyers still need to
be approved and built. — AFP 

Minister defends 
cybersecurity bill
BANGKOK: A Thai government official yesterday
defended a sweeping cybersecurity bill which experts
have decried for allowing the wholesale seizure of
private computers and property, saying that “every
country has a need” to protect itself. The proposed
bill has drawn widespread criticism for authorizing a
newly created committee to access and seize com-
puters and hard drives of individuals and private
companies without a court order in cases of “reason-
able suspicion” and “emergency”. The bill would need
to be sent to the National Assembly by the end of the
year in order to fly through its rubber-stamp parlia-
ment before the term expires ahead of Thailand’s
long-anticipated elections early next year. If passed
under his watch, junta leader Prayuth Chan-O-Cha
would lead the committee.

The bill is currently being “finalised”, said Pichet
Durongkaveroj, minister of digital economy and soci-
ety, also on the committee, who defended it yesterday.
“Every country has a need to set a legal system
whereby we can protect our society... because every
sector is now using some kind of computer,” Pichet
said.  “There is a certain risk each sector will face
when there is a cyber attack.” He attempted to
assuage fears of overreach by saying a court order
would be needed to seize a private computer except
in cases of emergency, adding that nonprofits, aca-
demics and foreign businesses have also been invited
to voice their concerns.

In rare comments hitting out at the government, a
senior judge at the Thai Appeals Court condemned
the bill, calling it redundant.  “This law ignores the
people’s rights and freedom,” said Sriamporn
Saligupta. “If the next government is not good and
uses this as a tool, we will no longer have privacy
rights.” International companies would also balk at
the measures since their financial transactions and
business data could be monitored by authorities, the
judge added. Since it came into power, the junta has
stifled dissent online using the Computer Crimes Act
while banning political activities. — Reuters
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QUEBEC: Aerial view of Hydro-Quebec’s Romaine 1 hydroelectric dam in Havre St Pierre, Quebec. — AFP 


