
Alghanim Industries 
participates in Fifth 
Gulf Bank 642
Marathon
KUWAIT: More than 400 employees from Alghanim
Industries, one of the largest privately owned com-
panies in the region, participated in the fifth edition
of the Gulf Bank 642 Marathon.

The event, which was held over the past weekend,
saw attendance of more than 7,500 participants from
68 countries, who participated in the race’s four dif-
ferent categories. For this  edit ion of  the 642
Marathon, Gulf Bank collaborated with the Kuwait
Red Crescent Society to bring medical aid to those
who are unable to afford medical treatment. All
donations made from the marathon registration fees
will go towards the provision of medical devices
such as pacemakers, cochlear devices, hearing aids,
electric wheelchairs and stents. Alghanim Industries
covered the registration fees of all its participants as
part of its commitment to engage with employees in
activities that promote health and wellbeing.

Commenting on the company’s participation in the
event, Chief Human Resources Officer at Alghanim
Industries, Henning Schlutt, said:  “We are happy to
partner with different organizations around the year
to promote the health and wellbeing of our employ-
ees. Our company promotes a healthy lifestyle, and
we always encourage our employees to participate in

such events and engage with one another. We are
also very honored to contribute through our partici-
pation in this event to the activities of the Kuwait
Red Crescent Society, with whom we have a long-
standing partnership to help the underprivileged.”

The event kicked off on Saturday morning from
Souq Sharq, and included four different categories,
at different difficulty levels, for those looking to run
or walk. The categories were: 5km family fun run for
beginners; a 10km for amateur runners, an advanced

21km half marathon, and the 42km full marathon.
Alghanim Industries regularly holds employee

engagement activities, ranging from awareness to
networking events. These include blood drives in
collaboration with the Kuwait Central Blood Bank
(KCBB), breast cancer awareness campaigns in col-
laboration with different entities, in addition to char-
ity runs and marathons, in which the company funds
the registration fees for employees interested in
participating.

DOHA: Kuwait on Tuesday won five medals in women
and men teams and individuals in the fourth day of the
14th Arab Shooting Championship, which features more
than 200 athletes representing 10 Arab countries.

Kuwaiti shooter Turki Al-Shammari won the gold
medal in the 50m rifle individual men’s competition,
while the Omani Ibrahim Al-Muqbali came second
and Hamad Al-Khattari was third. In the same com-

petit ion at the teams level , Kuwait - Turki Al-
Shammari , Abdul lah Al-Harbi , and Khaled
Abdulmajed - won the gold medal, while Oman got
the silver and Qatar the bronze. 

In the (10 meters air pistol teams) competition,
Kuwait’s Hamad Al-Namashan, Saad Al-Ajmi and Ali
Al-Mutairi won the gold medal, Oman came second,
and Jordan came in third place. Kuwaiti shooter Hamad

Al-Namshan won the bronze medal in the men’s 10m
pistol individuals, while Ismail Al-Abri of Oman came
first and Kuwait’s Ali Al-Mutairi was second. In the
competition of 10m air rifle, the Kuwaiti team made up
of Abdullah Al-Harbi and Mariam Erzouqi ranked sec-
ond and silver medal while Oman came in first place
and the Qatari team in third place. For his part, the
head of the Kuwaiti delegation and the secretary-gen-

eral of the Kuwaiti and Arab Shooting Federation
Obaid Al-Osaimi expressed to KUNA his pride of the
results achieved by the Kuwaiti men and women during
the tournament. 

Al-Osaimi noted that such championships aim to
enhance the confidence of our athletes in the game,
especially as most of them have great achievements,
whether Asian or global. — KUNA

Vonn to miss start of final
season with knee injury
WASHINGTON: Alpine skiing legend Lindsey Vonn will
miss the start of her farewell season on the World Cup circuit
due to a knee injury the American picked up in training, the
34-year-old said on Twitter on Tuesday.

The news comes as a setback in her quest to become the
most prolific World Cup winner in history, Vonn’s 82 career
victories leaving her four short of Swede Ingemar Stenmark’s
record haul.

“Yesterday I crashed training Super-G and hurt my knee,”
Vonn tweeted on her verified account. “The good news; I do
NOT need surgery. The bad news; I won’t be able to race in
Lake Louise. “LL (Lake Louise) has always been my favorite
stop on the WC (World Cup) and I am devastated to not be
coming this year.” Vonn was referring to the World Cup
downhill and Super G races to be held at the Canadian resort
on Saturday and Sunday.

The series shifts to Beaver Creek in Colorado the following
weekend, before heading to Europe for the rest of the season.
Vonn did not indicate the exact nature of her injury, or how
long she expected to be out of action. The Colorado resident
has made 392 career World Cup starts and more than half of
her wins (43) have been in the downhill, followed by 28 in
Super G, five in the combined, four in giant slalom and two in
slalom. Vonn ended her tweet on a positive note. “I am down
but I am NOT out! #nevergiveup.” — Reuters
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No post-baby
blues, boxing
champ Potkonen 
wants Olympic gold
NEW DELHI: She took up boxing at 27 to
get back in shape after pregnancy. A decade
on, Finland’s Mira Potkonen is the European
champion with an Olympic bronze medal-and
her eyes set on gold at Tokyo 2020.

Now 37, Potkonen is one of the few female
boxers, alongside the likes of India’s Mary
Kom, to strike a successful balance between
motherhood and a top sporting career. But
Potkonen, who bowed out of the women’s
world championships in the lightweight 60kg
category in New Delhi on Tuesday, told AFP
that juggl ing boxing and family l i fe had
thrown up few obstacles.

“It hasn’t been a big challenge for me. It
actually balances my life,” Potkonen said on
the sidelines of her training. “We have a good
support system and people who can take
care of my children when I am away.

“My focus all the time has been on getting
better and better. My goal is to be in the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics and win a gold there,”
she said with a smile. In contrast to their male
counterparts, only a small band of female
boxers who compete at the highest level are
parents. 

India’s Kom, a 35-year-old mother of three
sons, is assured of winning her seventh world
championships medal at the Delhi event.
Carolina “Crespita” Rodriguez, a world ban-
tamweight champion from Chile, made head-
lines two years ago training whilst eight
months pregnant with her daughter.

Potkonen took up the sport after the birth
of her second daughter, who is now 11 — the
other daughter is 13 — and soon went pro-
fessional. “It all started as a hobby in trying
to be fit after the birth of my daughters. I
realised very soon that it is a sport that I
real ly l ike and started competing,”  said
Potkonen.

“But the girls don’t follow me to the gym.
They have their own dreams and own sports
and enjoy that very much. They are not inter-
ested in boxing. They play football and aero-
bics,” she added.

Potkonen has been in top form since bag-
ging Finland’s only medal at the 2016 Rio
Olympics. She won the European title this
year. She said her coach Maarit Teuronen has
played a major role in her making a success
of a late-blooming career.

“It’s not difficult because I have such a
good coach who has been a boxer herself.
She was in the 2006 championships in India.
She knows what she is doing, so that makes
my life easy,” Potkonen said.

“The training is getting better, and it’s get-
ting harder.  “I feel very very fit but still (have
a) way to go before the Tokyo Olympics,” she
added. Potkonen, who showed no sign of slow-
ing down as she pummelled the bag, said she
does not have a sports idol for inspiration.

“I generally admire top athletes in any sport
who are very good and very technical in their
sport,” said Potkonen. “But I don’t have any idol
or something like that. I just generally enjoy
athletes who really know what they are doing,”
she concluded. — AFP
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Pacquiao, Roach 
at loggerheads 
over reunion
LOS ANGELES: Filipino boxing legend
Manny Pacquiao said Tuesday he hopes to be
reunited with long-time trainer Freddie Roach
for his January bout against Adrien Broner but
admitted he had not spoken to the veteran cor-
nerman about renewing their partnership.

Pacquiao ended a 16-year association with
Roach ahead of his victory over Lucas Matthyse
in Kuala Lumpur in July, breaking up one of
boxing’s most famous double-acts. However the
39-year-old raised eyebrows during a press
conference in New York on Monday when he
said Roach would be back in his corner for his
January 19 fight against Broner in Las Vegas.

Roach though expressed bemusement
about Pacquiao’s announcement in remarks to
Sports Illustrated, saying he had not been in
contact with his former protege. “I still have
never directly spoken to Manny (since 2017),”
Roach said. 

“I’m not going to make a move until Manny
calls me. I’ve been like a father to Manny for 15
years. If he can’t call me, there will be no deal.”
When asked to clarify the situation by AFP on
Tuesday, Pacquiao said he hoped Roach would
work as a “supervisor”, with long-time associate
Buboy Fernandez taking a lead role in training. 

“I don’t have any problem with Freddie
Roach,” Pacquiao said at a media roundtable.
“All I say is that I think the other work in train-
ing should be assigned or designated to Buboy.
“Freddie can supervise or instruct Buboy, this is
what we’re going to do.”

When pressed on whether he had spoken to
Roach however, Pacquiao admitted that there
had been no contact. “We have scheduled to
talk today,” he said. “My idea is to let Buboy
handle the mitts, and (Freddie) should just

supervise and correct the training situation, or
techniques, or anything like that.”

Pacquiao said he plans to divide his training
camp into two parts, with the first half taking
place in the Philippines and the final part in the
United States.

He said Roach would play no part in the
Philippines leg of his training camp. “He can just
wait here,” he said. “I’ll be here next month in
December.” If Pacquiao and Roach are reunited,
it will come after a striking and pronounced
divorce. 

Despite the father-son like bond they had
shared for over a decade, Pacquiao said he
could not remember the last time he spoke to
Roach, blaming demands of his role as a
Senator in the Philippines for the rupture.

“It’s been a long time ago,” Pacquiao said. “A
long time ago that I didn’t speak to Freddie. I
was busy in the Philippines. “I don’t even have
time to come to United States for a vacation for
relaxation. It’s really busy being a Senator.”

Pacquiao, who turns 40 next month, has not
fought in the United States for two years. His
last bout in Las Vegas in 2016 was a convincing
victory over Timothy Bradley that had been
billed as his retirement fight. Pacquiao however
told AFP that “loneliness” had prompted him to
return to the ring.

“When I stopped boxing I just realised after
watching some fights, I feel so lonely,” Pacquiao
said. “Despite my work in the Senate as a public
servant, I really miss boxing. I feel lonely.
Boxing is my passion, I grew up in boxing.”

Pacquiao, 60-7 with two drawn and 39
knockouts in a career that began in 1995, said
he still hopes to negotiate a rematch of his 2015
superfight with Floyd Mayweather.
Mayweather, who won a fight widely regarded
as a letdown, has frequently teased the possibil-
ity from his retirement. Pacquiao said any move
for a rematch would have to come from
Mayweather. “We met in Japan. I said ‘I’m the
champion, I have the belt. It’s up to you if you
want to come out of retirement and challenge
me.’ I’m ready any time.” —AFP


