
Anderson out of 
final S Lanka Test
COLOMBO: England have left record-
breaking fast bowler James Anderson out of
the final Test against Sri Lanka starting
tomorrow to give match practice to fellow
paceman Stuart Broad. “Yes I’m not playing
this game, Broady’s going,” Anderson said
Wednesday, expressing frustration over a
tour in which he has taken just one wicket in
two Tests where spinners have dominated.

Anderson, who has taken more Test wick-
ets than any other fast bowler in history, said
that while Broad was “delighted” at getting a
chance he was feeling like a “spare part”.
“The thinking is that with the series sewn up
it’s an opportunity to rotate.”

“I think the feeling is they want Broady to
get some Test cricket under his belt,” added
the 36-year-old. England go into the third
and final Test in Colombo with a 2-0 lead and
gunning for a whitewash.

“So it’s going to be a week off. It’s been a
frustrating trip for me really because you
want to contribute to the wins. “But I feel like
I’ve tried my best but it’s not really been a
series for the seamers,” he added.

“I feel like a bit of a spare part but I think
that’s just the nature of playing cricket here.”
England sewed up the series-a first away
series win since beating South Africa in 2015-
16 — on Sunday in Kandy.

And Anderson said he was happy to have

been part of a squad that has played so well
away from England. The veteran of many
highs and lows in England’s fortunes said the
tour under captain Joe Root had been “a real
big stepping stone for us as a team.”

“We’ve been good in parts over the past
18 months but a bit inconsistent. I think the
improvements we’ve made and continue to
make have really shown this trip.” He high-
lighted the batting of stand-in wicketkeeper

Ben Foakes, Rory Burns and Keaton Jennings
as well as England’s spin trio Moeen Ali, Adil
Rashid and Jack Leach.

“I certainly feel like in the past previous
teams might not have played as positively
as we have with the bat,” said Anderson.
“The message from Joe is to go out, be
confident. We’ve played positively, tried to
take the attacking option and I think that’s
why we’re 2-0 up.” — AFP

NEW YORK: Todd McLellan was fired Tuesday as
coach of the NHL’s Edmonton Oilers and replaced by
Ken Hitchcock only hours after the rival St. Louis Blues
dumped coach Mike Yeo. The latest ousters raised the
number of axed coaches this season to four after seven
weeks, following a campaign in which no coaches lost
their jobs.

The Oilers have dropped six of their past seven
games, falling to 9-10 with one over-time loss for 19
points, sixth in the Pacific division. Edmonton’s frustra-
tions come despite having one of the NHL’s top young
stars in 21-year-old Canadian Connor McDavid, who
ranks third in the league in total points with six goals
and 12 assists.

“Obviously disappointed,” Oilers captain McDavid
said. “Todd was a guy that everyone liked, but ulti-
mately we’re a team that’s underachieving right now
and no one likes where we’re at, so the change is
necessary.”

Edmonton’s 3.3 goals a game ranks 24th in the 31-
team league while the penalty-killing unit ranks 27th.
“It’s tough to pinpoint what we need, but we’re all to
blame here,” McDavid said. “This obviously isn’t on
Todd at all. It’s on us as players. That’s just how the
business works sometimes. We got to wake up here.”

Oilers general manager Peter Chiarelli began pon-
dering the move after Edmonton’s 6-3 home loss
Sunday to Vegas. “I felt like it was time,” he said. “I
saw levels of flatness and levels of non-responsiveness
and when that happens, the radar goes up.”

McLellan, 51, was named Oilers coach in May 2015
after seven seasons with the San Jose Sharks. He was
123-119-24 with Edmonton and in 2017 guided the

Oilers to their first playoff berth in 10 seasons.
Hitchcock, 66, ranks third on the all-time NHL

coaching win list at 823-506-119 with 88 drawn over
22 seasons with Dallas, Philadelphia, Columbus and St.
Louis. He guided Dallas to the 1999 Stanley Cup.

“I know what’s wrong but it’s not going to get fixed
overnight,” Hitchcock said. “I think I can clear the
deck. I think I can help this team turn it around.”
Hitchcock had retired from coaching last season after
Dallas went 42-32-8 and missed the playoffs.

MIDNIGHT STRIKES ON YEO 
Yeo was fired just before midnight after a 2-0

Monday home loss to Los Angeles, leaving both teams
level at the bottom of the NHL with only seven wins,
and replaced by associate coach Craig Berube on an
interim basis.

Blues general manager Doug Armstrong said
Tuesday he might hire a new full-time coach before
the end of the season. “I’m going to throw my full sup-
port behind Craig and his staff right now as we try and
cauterize the wound and get back into the playoff pic-
ture,” Armstrong said.

“Ultimately it comes back to our record,”
Armstrong said. “Mike is paying for the sins of our col-
lective group.” Yeo, 45, went 73-49-11 as St. Louis
coach after he replaced Hitchcock in February 2017.
He exited after three shutout losses in four games.

Berube, 52, coached Philadelphia to a 75-58-28
record from 2013-15. McLellan and Yeo departed fol-
lowing John Stevens of the Los Angeles Kings and Joel
Quenneville of the Chicago Blackhawks being dropped
earlier this season. — AFP
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GLENDALE: In this file photo taken on January 12, 2018, head coach Todd McLellan of the Edmonton Oilers watches
from the bench during the first period of the NHL game against the Arizona Coyotes in Glendale, Arizona. McLellan
was fired on Tuesday, as coach of the NHL’s Edmonton Oilers and replaced by Ken Hitchcock only hours after the
rival St. Louis Blues dumped coach Mike Yeo. —AFP

St Louis Blues and Edmonton Oilers 
fire coaches after woeful NHL starts

Oilers have dropped six of their past seven games

CHITTAGONG: Bangladesh suffered
a blow yesterday after skipper Shakib
Al Hasan said he was not sure if he
would be fit in time for the opening
Test against the West Indies. Shakib,
31, missed the recent Test series
against Zimbabwe because of surgery
on an injured finger in September.

The batsman was declared fit by
the team’s physio and included in the
squad for the two-Test West Indies
series starting today in Chittagong.
“We know how challenging it is to
play a five-day match. So still there
is confusion whether I have reached
that level (to play),” Shakib told
reporters in Chittagong. “I have
trained only in four sessions. Among
them, two sessions were optional.
Let’s see, I may have to wait till the
end.”

Shakib’s return was a big boost
for the home side, who have strug-
gled in recent Tests. They were
thrashed 2-0 by the West Indies in
July, and then salvaged a 1-1 home
series draw against Test minnows
Zimbabwe earlier this month.

Shakib acknowledged playing the
West Indies would be more chal-
lenging than the Zimbabwe series,

but said the two sides are closely
matched. “I think both the teams will
have equal chances. The wicket may
get spin... (but) sometimes the wicket
starts behaving well after a few days
of playing,” he said of the
Chittagong venue. “As both the
teams are very close in rankings-
eighth and ninth, I think the series
will be a very important one. I am
hopeful we will perform well.”

West Indies captain Kraigg
Brathwaite said they must not rest on
their success during the home series
against Bangladesh. “Pitches are obvi-
ously different to what we played on
(in the Caribbean). Whatever we do,
whether fast bowling or spin, we have
to do it well,” he said.

“We can’t think about the past
series. We have to stick to our plans,
and I think we will go on top.” The
West Indies have never lost a Test
match in Bangladesh, winning six and
drawing one. The second Test will be
played in Dhaka from November 30
to December 4. The visitors will also
play three one-day internationals
and three Twenty20 internationals
during their month-long tour of
Bangladesh. — AFP

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s coach Chandika Hathurusingha talks with Nishan Peiris (R) during a
practice session at the Sinhalese Sports Club Ground in Colombo yesterday. The third and final
Test between England and Sri Lanka will be played tomorow, at the Sinhalese Sports Club (SSC)
international cricket stadium in Colombo. — AFP

Win over Woods
worth more than
$9 million, says
Mickelson
LAS VEGAS: Bragging rights will be worth
more than the $9 million prize money to Phil
Mickelson when he takes on Tiger Woods in an
18-hole winner-takes-all pay-per-view show-
down in Las Vegas.

For two of the world’s richest athletes the
prospect of pocketing millions for playing an
afternoon round at Shadow Creek Golf Club on
Friday may not set the heart racing. But for
Mickelson the thought of forever being able to
wave that cheque in Woods’ face was some-
thing priceless that left him giddy with excite-
ment ahead of the Thanksgiving holiday clash.

“It’s great to win the $9 million but I just
don’t want to lose to him and give him the sat-
isfaction because the bragging rights are what
is going to be even worse than the money,”
Mickelson said at a news conference on
Tuesday to drum up interest in “The Match”.

“Every time I see you I want to be able to
rub it in. I want to sit in the Champions locker
room at Augusta and talk smack. I want that.”
That was about as close as Woods and
Mickelson, two of the most fascinating and
successful golfers of their generation, came to
trading shots as they attempted to help sell the
pay-per-view duel which can be seen for a
modest $19.99.

Despite their best efforts the obligatory
trash talk around the golfing cage match has
been forced and limp. Fifteen years ago the
dislike was real and palatable, the jabs they

took at each other stung. But that once frosty
relationship has thawed to the point that they
play practice rounds together.

Anyone expecting the sort of foul mouth
baiting that is part of boxing and UFC promo-
tions were left sadly disappointed as the news
conference turned into a love-in. The 42-year-
old Woods and Mickelson, 48, spent so much
time lavishing praise on each other that it was
hard to remember there was time when they
actually disliked each other.

Even an attempt to end the news conference
with a traditional boxing nose-to-nose stare
down ended in farce with neither man able to
keep a straight face for more than a few sec-
onds before breaking into laughs and a hug.

“He’s one of the greatest players to ever
pick up a golf club,” said Woods, the winner of
14 major titles. “Greatest of all time,” replied
Mickelson, who has five majors in his trophy
case. One aspect of the event not manufactured

is the competitiveness Woods and Mickelson
bring to the golf course.

The showdown will be highlighted by sever-
al side bets and Mickelson wasted no time
throwing down the gauntlet by betting Woods
$100,000 that he would birdie the first hole.
Woods took the bait but not before upping the
ante, telling Mickelson, “Why not $200,000”.

“So you think you can make birdie on the
first hole,” said Woods smiling. “Double it.” The
biggest bet being put down, however, is the
one made by WarnerMedia and Turner Sports
who are gambling there is enough interest to
make the unique pay-per-view event a success.

“This is me versus him, this is winner take all
and it has a unique special feel golf doesn’t
have all the time or rarely has ever had if ever,”
said Mickelson. “I am hopeful that this is
received well, I am hopeful we provide a
glimpse into the future of what sport-watching
is all about.” — Reuters

LAS VEGAS: (L-R) Phil Mickelson and Tiger Woods speak with the media during a press confer-
ence before The Match at Shadow Creek Golf Course on Tuesday in Las Vegas, Nevada. —AFP

Bangladesh’s Shakib doubtful
for first West Indies Test

F1 farewells
abound as Abu
Dhabi wraps 
up 2018 season
LONDON: Champions Fernando Alonso
and Kimi Raikkonen will be saying
farewell under the Abu Dhabi floodlights
this weekend - the Spaniard to Formula
One and the Finn to Ferrari. With both
titles won by Mercedes and Lewis
Hamilton, each celebrating their fifth, the
focus of the season-ending race has
switched to those who are moving on -
even if only around the paddock.

Raikkonen’s speech is unlikely to be
long or emotional, Ferrari’s 2007 champi-
on generally preferring to say less and do
more, but the 39-year-old will be back in
Sauber overalls next year. Sunday looks
realistically like the Finn’s last shot at vic-
tory, and success at Yas Marina would be
a first for Ferrari who have not won any
of the nine previous editions of the race
at a circuit often short on thrills.

Alonso’s exit - announced in August
and much talked about since then - is
likely to be permanent and his absence
will be felt even if he has been scrapping
only for meagre points with McLaren of
late. The two times world champion might
have had more titles to his name with
better fortune and more astute career
moves but he has remained a racer to the
end, even in an uncompetitive car. “I have

won more races than I dreamed of when I
came here and this part of my career is
done - it was a success,” the 37-year-old
told ESPN.

“I have ticked the box. I need to go for
another tick and find another box to fill.”
The winner of 32 grands prix, including
Monaco twice, Alonso won the 24 Hours of
Le Mans this year with Toyota and is now
targeting the Indianapolis 500 with
McLaren to complete the ‘triple crown of
motorsport’. McLaren team mate Stoffel
Vandoorne is also bowing out, headed for
a new start in the electric Formula E series,
while Marcus Ericsson will switch to
IndyCar after relinquishing his Sauber seat.

Monaco’s Charles Leclerc is starting
his last race for Sauber before joining
Ferrari as Raikkonen’s replacement
alongside Sebastian Vettel. Australian
Daniel Ricciardo has his 150th race, all
within the Red Bull family, to celebrate
before saying his own goodbyes and
starting afresh at Renault.

“I’m yet to get an Abu Dhabi podium,
but that would be a pretty awesome way
to end my stint with Red Bull and to end
the season,” he said. “I’m sure it’s going to
be emotional afterwards, especially when I
cross the line for the last time with the
team. But I’m going there guns a-blazing,
showing a lot of love.” Dutch team mate
Max Verstappen, in the headlines after
Brazil for an altercation with Force India’s
Esteban Ocon, is chasing his season’s hat-
trick of wins. Saturday also represents
Verstappen’s last chance to become the
youngest driver, at 21, to secure a pole
position. The Dutch driver is also just three
points behind Mercedes’ Valtteri Bottas in
the drivers’ standings. —  Reuters


