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Indian expats concerned over 
mandatory online registration 

Those who fail to register won’t be allowed to board flights 

Brady NFL passing leader, 
Rivers hot streak continues28

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The Indian government’s decision to make
online registration mandatory for all Indians travelling for
work to 18 countries including Kuwait from Jan 1, 2019
has created confusion and panic among the Indian expat
community here. Essentially, almost all Indians working in
Kuwait will have to register. 

Many of them feel that the new rule is ambiguous
and will lead to unwanted travel chaos as it affects all
ECNR (emigration clearance not required) passport
holders already working in these countries. Several
expats who spoke to Kuwait Times yesterday voiced
anxiety about the new rule and suggested that the reg-
istration process must be hassle-free. They also
demanded that they should be allowed to register from
their country of residence, be allowed to use mobile
phone numbers of their country of residence and more
time should be given for registration. 

An advisory issued by India’s Ministry of External
Affairs on Nov 14, 2018 stated that registration must be
completed on the e-migrate portal (www.emigrate.gov.in)
between 21 days and 24 hours prior to the date of travel.
On successful completion of registration, the applicant
will receive a confirmatory SMS/email, it said. 

Those who fail to register and receive confirmation by
SMS/email will not be allowed to board their flights,
according to the new law. 

Continued on Page 24

Amir fetes Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Informatics Award winners

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and top state officials react to a robot’s performance during the 18th edition of HH Sheikh Salem Al-Ali Al-Sabah’s
Informatics Award at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3)

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor Hind Al-Sabeeh (right) supervises the
process of filing for compensation for rain damage at the Public Authority for
Assessment of Compensations in Shamiya yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

MANAMA: Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (center) is presented with
the Order of Sheikh Isa bin Salman Al-Khalifa, Bahrain’s highest honor, by King
Hamad bin Isa Al-Khalifa on Sunday. — AFP 

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and
Labor and Economic Development Hind
Al-Sabeeh announced that the total num-
ber of applications filed to demand com-
pensation for damage caused by the
recent heavy rain on Sunday and yester-
day was 665, but only 140 fulfilled all the
required conditions and included all the
needed documents. Sabeeh heads a team
to follow up and deal with the repercus-
sions of the rain and floods that hit Kuwait
in the past few weeks.

Claims are being received at the Public

Authority for Assessment of
Compensations (that was formed for com-
pensating losses suffered from the Iraqi
invasion of Kuwait in 1990) in Shamiya.
Compensation forms are available at the
authority or through the website of the
finance ministry (www.mof.gov.kw).
Requests for compensation are being
received from 8:30 am to 1 pm.

Sabeeh said the compensation
department received 415 applications on
Sunday and that 63 of them, including
those of 56 citizens, a Saudi, two Indians,
a Filipino and two stateless people were
fully documented and accepted. She
added that the first day of claims includ-
ed 16 for damaged furniture, 44 for dam-
aged vehicles and 12 for real estate loss-
es. Sabeeh said 250 applications were
filed yesterday and that only 77 of them,
including 23 real estate claims and 48
vehicle damage claims, had complete
documents. 

665 damage
claims filed
in two days 

ABU DHABI: The United
Arab Emirates yesterday
pardoned British academic
Matthew Hedges just days
after sentencing him to life
in prison for spying in a
case that stunned Britain
and his family. The UK
thanked its Gulf ally and
Hedges’ wife expressed
her joy after he was
among more than 700
prisoners pardoned by
UAE President Sheikh
Khalifa bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan for next month’s
National Day. “Mr Hedges will be permitted to leave
the UAE once formalities are completed,” Jaber Al-
Lamki, a government media official, said in a state-
ment. A UAE official later said Hedges lad been freed.

The UAE showed footage at a news conference in
the capital Abu Dhabi in which Hedges purportedly
confessed to being an MI6 foreign intelligence agent.
British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt expressed
gratitude to the oil-rich state, which London consid-
ers a strategic Middle East ally and supplies with
British arms. “Fantastic news about Matthew Hedges.
Although we didn’t agree with charges we are grate-
ful to UAE govt for resolving issue speedily,” Hunt
said on Twitter.

Hedges’s wife Daniela Tejada, who last saw him on
the day he was sentenced, said in a statement: “The
presidential pardon for Matt is the best news we
could have received. 

Continued on Page 24

UAE pardons
Briton sentenced 
to life for spying

Matthew Hedges

DUBAI: Bahrain has said it “completely
rejects” attempts to tarnish the reputa-
tion of neighboring Saudi Arabia, whose
powerful crown prince has been under
intense scrutiny since the murder of
journalist Jamal Khashoggi. Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman was in
Manama Sunday night for talks with
Bahrain’s King Hamad as part of a
regional tour, the state-run Bahrain
News Agency (BNA) reported. “The
king reiterated Bahrain’s complete rejec-

tion of attempts targeting Saudi Arabia,”
said a statement carried by BNA yester-
day. “Saudi Arabia is a nation of security,
safety, justice and rights.” 

Prince Mohammed visited Abu Dhabi
Thursday as he began his first tour
abroad since the murder of the Saudi
journalist in October. Saudi Arabia has
been facing intense global criticism over
the killing of insider-turned-critic
Khashoggi in its Istanbul consulate. The
murder of the Washington Post colum-
nist has tipped the kingdom into one of
its worst crises. He was killed and
reportedly dismembered in what Saudi
Arabia said was a “rogue” operation.

Prince Mohammed began his regional
tour at the request of his father, King
Salman, according to the Saudi Press 
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HONG KONG: A scientist in China claims to have cre-
ated the world’s first genetically-edited babies, a move
that would be a ground-breaking medical first but which
has generated a barrage of criticism. Chinese university
professor He Jiankui posted a video on YouTube saying
that the twin girls, born a few weeks ago, had had their
DNA altered to prevent them from contracting HIV.

The professor, who was educated at Stanford in the
US and works from a lab in the southern Chinese city of

Shenzhen, said their DNA was modified using CRISPR,
a technique which allows scientists to remove and
replace a strand with pinpoint precision.

The development emerged Sunday in an article pub-
lished by industry journal the MIT Technology Review,
which referenced medical documents posted online by
He’s research team to recruit couples for the experi-
ments. He’s video then went online, prompting a heated
debate among the scientific community, including from
experts who cast doubt over the claimed breakthrough,
and others who decried it as a modern form of eugenics.

He said the babies, known as “Lulu” and “Nana”
although they are not their real names, were born
through regular IVF but using an egg which was spe-
cially modified before being inserted into the womb.
“Right after sending her husband’s sperm into her
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VIENNA: More than half the women who were mur-
dered worldwide last year were killed by their part-
ners or family members, making home “the most dan-
gerous place for a woman,” a new UN study said
Sunday. In statistics released on the International Day
for the Elimination of Violence against Women, the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime calculated
that of a total 87,000 female homicide cases world-

wide in 2017, some 50,000 - or 58 percent - were
committed by the victims’ intimate partners or family
members. 

Around 30,000, or 34 percent, were committed by
intimate partners alone. “This amounts to some six
women being killed every hour by people they know,”
the Vienna-based body said. The vast majority -
around 80 percent - of homicide victims worldwide
were men, but “women continue to pay the highest
price as a result of gender inequality, discrimination
and negative stereotypes,” said UNODC chief Yury
Fedotov. “They are also the most likely to be killed by
intimate partners and family... making the home the
most dangerous place for a woman,” he said. “The
fact that women continue to be affected by this type 
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