
COLOMBO: Skipper Joe Root hailed England’s “com-
plete team-effort” yesterday after his team sealed a
tense victory over Sri Lanka in the third and final Test to
record their first overseas series sweep in 55 years.

In the face of stubborn Sri Lankan resistance, spinners
Jack Leach and Moeen Ali took four wickets each to set
up the 42 run win inside four days in Colombo. Needing
327 for an unlikely victory, Sri Lanka reached 284.

Leach trapped captain Suranga Lakmal lbw for 11 to
trigger celebrations for England who have not won all
the games in an overseas series of three or more Tests
since Ted Dexter’s side won 3-0 in New Zealand in 1963.

It was the third time Sri Lanka have been white-
washed at home after India last year and Australia in
2004. The third Test highlighted England’s pool of talent
with Leach coming in as the third spinner with Ali and
Adil Rashid, and Ben Foakes taking the wicketkeeper’s
gloves but also scoring big runs. 

“That’s been a big secret in our success-being able to
bring different guys in, and pick a team that is going to
take 20 wickets and score enough runs to put teams
under pressure,” said Root.

“The experienced players have taken the extra

responsibility. It’s been exceptional. It’s been a complete
team effort, it’s been a great tour,” said Root, who has
set the target of overtaking India as world number one
Test team.

“It’s easy for me to sit here and take all the compli-
ments but without that squad of players pushing each
other, being willing to learning and improving, we would-
n’t have achieved what we have,” Root said at the post-
match presser.

But Sri Lanka did not give up without a fight. Kusal
Mendis, who hit a gritty 86, and Roshen Silva, who made
65, put on 102 runs for the sixth wicket to launch Sri
Lanka’s resistance campaign on a turning wicket.

Number 11 Malinda Pushpakumara also gave England
a scare with his unbeaten 42 off 40 deliveries, lifting the
hosts from 226-9 and raising hopes of a miracle. Leach
broke the Mendis-Silva stand with a brilliant one-handed
pick-up and bullet throw at the non-striker’s end that got
Mendis out. He had started the day on 15 and registered
his seventh Test fifty with eight fours and a six.

Silva hit a fighting half-century but was finally
trapped lbw by Ali. Leach also ended the 58-run last
wicket stand, claiming Suranga on the fourth ball of the

final session. “It went a couple of hours longer than I
would have liked to,” admitted England coach Trevor
Bayliss who nonetheless hailed the series win as a “just
reward”. England were bowled out for 230 in their sec-
ond innings on Sunday with Jos Buttler making a cru-
cial 64 after they had fallen to 39-4 against the oppo-
sition spinners.

Wicketkeeper-batsman Foakes, who hit a century on
debut in the opener in Galle, made an unbeaten 36 in the
second innings. He was named man of the series for lead-
ing the batting chart with 277 runs including a ton and a
half-century. Jonny Bairstow, returning from injury, made
his presence felt with 110 in England’s first innings of 336

after they elected to bat first.
Rashid then claimed five wickets with his leg spin to

help dismiss Sri Lanka for 240 as the tourists built a cru-
cial lead. However Sri Lanka coach Chandika
Hathurusingha said the hosts fought hard in a series that
was not as one-sided as the result reflected.

“I thought it was a very closely fought series espe-
cially the last two games. The difference between the two
teams was very little,” said hathurusingha. “I thought
England handled tough situations well.”

The whitewash sealed a complete domination of the
tour by England who clinched the one-day internationals
3-1 and the only Twenty20 match. — AFP

Pakistan sniff win 
as Yasir spin 
destroys NZ 
DUNAI: Leg-spinner Yasir Shah wrecked
New Zealand with a career best eight wicket
haul as Pakistan sniffed victory on the third day
of the second Test in Dubai yesterday.  The 32-
year-old grabbed 8-41 in 12.3 overs which
annihilated New Zealand to 90 all out in just
35.3 overs before taking two more wickets as
New Zealand-following on-were 131-2 at close
in their second innings.

Yasir dismissed opener Jeet Raval for two
before accounting for New Zealand skipper
Kane Williamson caught behind for 30 to com-
plete his third ten-wicket haul in the match.
Tom Latham (44) and Ross Taylor (49) were at
the crease at close as New Zealand need
another 197 runs to avoid an innings defeat
while Pakistan can level the series by taking
another eight wickets with two days to play.

New Zealand won the first Test in Abu
Dhabi by four runs last week to gain a 1-0 lead
in the three-match series. Taylor has hit six
boundaries and a six in his return-to-form
innings while Latham has hit three boundaries
as the two have added 65 for the unbroken
third wicket stand to take the fight to the
Pakistan bowlers.

But the day belonged to Yasir, who rocked
New Zealand in the first innings. He also
became the first Pakistani to take ten wickets in
a single day, ninth in the world with England’s
left-arm spinner Johnny Briggs doing it twice.

“When I was coming to the ground I was

thinking that I must get ten wickets in the
match, but never thought it will come in a single
day,” said Yasir. “I came from injury and didn’t
get the needed rhythm against Australia (last
month) but now I am getting it and very happy
to achieve this feat,” said Yasir.

Rain had delayed the start of the third day
by an hour but when the action started Yasir
was lightening, bowling to his best ability on a
turning Dubai stadium pitch. Yasir dismissed
Latham (22), Taylor (nought) and Henry
Nicholls (nought) in his ninth over, triggering a
collapse during which New Zealand lost all
their ten wickets for just 40 runs after being
well set on 50 without loss.

Yasir’s bowling figures-his 15th five-wicket

haul-beat his previous best of 7-76 against Sri
Lanka at Galle in 2015 and also the best against
New Zealand. Intikhab Alam (7-52) held the
record for Pakistan’s best bowling against New
Zealand, achieved at Dunedin in 1973.

New Zealand, resuming at 27 without loss,
lost Raval in an unfortunate way as he tried to
reverse sweep Yasir but the ball deflected off
his bat to his thigh and hit the stumps.

Raval top-scored with 31. From 50-1 it
became 61-2 when Yasir had Latham caught
at short-leg by Imam-ul-Haq off the first ball
of his ninth over.  Two balls later he bowled
experienced Taylor with a beautiful delivery
that turned and beat the forward push by the
batsman. — AFP
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COLOMBO: Members of the England cricket team pose for a group photo after winning against Sri Lanka by 42
runs during the fourth day of the third Test match at the Sinhalese Sports Club (SSC) international cricket stadi-
um in Colombo yesterday. — AFP

England claim landmark Test 
series sweep in Sri Lanka

Wicketkeeper-batsman Foakes named man of the series

SYDNEY: Australia’s women crick-
eters are already eyeing the defence of
their World Twenty20 crown on home
soil after cruising to victory over
England, with skipper Meg Lanning
saying their focus must now be on
consistency.

Their eight-wicket win in Antigua
on Saturday was Australia’s fourth
world title in the short-format and they
are desperate to make it five when the
tournament is next played in early
2020 at home.

“The T20 World Cup is in Australia
in 2020, which is going to be massive
and I think we’ve shown that we can
be the world’s best team,” Lanning said
Sunday. “We want to be a very consis-
tent cricket team and I think we have
done that over the last few years with-
out the success at world tournaments.
So hopefully this win is sort of the start
of something.

“We’ve really put together an
amazing squad and support staff to be
able to move the game forward and be
part of the women’s game, which is
going to grow so much over the next
couple of years,” she added.

The popularity of women’s cricket
in Australia has soared in recent years
and organisers of the next T20 World
Cup are confident more than 90,000
fans will watch the final at the
Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Eight cities across Australia will
host games. All-rounder Ashleigh
Gardner starred with bat and ball in
Antigua with the English restricted to
105 all out off 19.4 overs. In reply,
Australia reached the target with the
loss of just two wickets in the 16th
over.

Lanning said the win was particu-
larly sweet after defeat in the 2016 T20
final in Kolkata and last year’s 50-over
World Cup semi-final exit. “The last
couple of World Cup exits for us hurt
our team a lot. And we spoke about
that as a group and not hiding away
from that fact,” she said. 

“But I think that the biggest thing
has been that we’ve been able to
learn and really grow as a group.
“Our culture is fantastic and we’re
just really enjoying what we do, and I
think we showed that out there (in
Antigua).” — AFP

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard of the third and final Test between Sri Lanka and England in Colombo yesterday:
England 1st innings 336 (J. Bairstow 110; L. Sandakan 5-95)
Sri Lanka 1st innings 240 (D. Karunaratne 83; A. Rashid 5-49)
England 2nd innings 230 (J. Buttler 64; D. Perera 5-88)
Sri Lanka 2nd innings (target 327 - overnight 53-4, K. Mendis 15, L. Sandakan 1)

D. Gunathilaka c Stokes b Moeen 6
D. Karunaratne b Moeen 23
D. de Silva lbw b Leach 0
K. Mendis run out (Leach) 86
A. Mathews c Broad b Stokes 5
L. Sandakan c Stokes b Leach 7
R. Silva lbw b Moeen 65
N. Dickwella c Jennings b Leach 19
D. Perera c Jennings b Moeen 5
S. Lakmal lbw b Leach 11

M. Pushpakumara not out 42
Extras: (b8, w5, nb2) 15
Total: (all out, 86.4 overs) 284
Fall of Wickets: 1-15 (Gunathilaka), 2-24 (de Silva), 3-34 (Karunaratne),
4-52 (Mathews), 5-82 (Sandakan), 6-184 (Mendis), 7-214 (Dickwella), 8-
225 (Perera), 9-226 (Silva), 10-284 (Lakmal)

Bowling: Broad 5-0-14-0 (w3), Moeen 26-3-92-4, Leach 28.4-4-72-4,
Stokes 8-1-25-1 (w2, nb1), Rashid 19-1-73-0 (nb1)
Result: England beat Sri Lanka by 42 runs.

DUBAI: New Zealand batsman Tom Latham (R) watches the ball after playing a shot next to
Pakistani skipper and wicketkeeper Sarfraz Ahmed during the third day of the second Test
cricket match between Pakistan and New Zealand at the Dubai International Stadium in Dubai
yesterday. — AFP

Champions Australia already
eyeing home soil T20 defence

Raptors hot
streak continues,
Vucevic scores
31 for Magic
LOS ANGELES: Kawhi Leonard delivered
29 points and 10 rebounds as the NBA-lead-
ing Toronto Raptors won their fifth consecu-
tive game by cruising past the Miami Heat
125-115 on Sunday. Kyle Lowry finished with
12 points and 10 assists for the Raptors, who
are off to their best 21-game start in history
with 17 wins and four losses.

Jonas Valanciunas had 17 points and 10
rebounds, and Pascal Siakam finished just two
points shy of his career best with 21 points.
Veteran Dwyane Wade turned back the clock
by scoring a season high 35 points. It was the
most points ever for a Heat player coming off
the bench, but they still lost for the seventh
time in their last nine games.

And that won’t cut it against Toronto, who
are 11-0 against teams with losing records.
Josh Richardson scored 19 points and Bam
Adebayo had 16 points and a career-high 21
rebounds in the loss. The Raptors, who made a
season-high 17 three-pointers in Friday’s win
over Atlanta, shot 11 for 35 from beyond the
arc against the Heat. 

Elsewhere, Nikola Vucevic finished with 31

points and 15 rebounds as the Orlando Magic
snapped the Los Angeles Lakers’ three-game
winning streak with a 108-104 victory.
Terrence Ross had 16 points including a clutch
layup with 34 seconds left as the Magic beat
the Lakers for the second time in eight days.
On November 17, Orlando defeated Los
Angeles 130-117. 

“We’re trying to build something, and wins
like these can really help you build some
momentum,” Vucevic said. Aaron Gordon had
17 points and D.J. Augustin added 12 points
and nine assists for the Magic.

LeBron James had 24 points and seven

assists for the Lakers, who have won six of
their last seven NBA games. Kyle Kuzma
scored 21 points and Brandon Ingram added
17. The Magic used a rock-solid defense and
some timely scoring by Gordon and Vucevic
to outscore the Lakers 35-19 in the third quar-
ter and seize a 86-71 lead.

James and Kuzma were a combined zero-
for-five in the quarter in which the team shot
just five-of-21. James said they need to
become more consistent. “Defensively, we kind
of broke down and the energy level was a little
lower than our expectations, and they took
advantage of that,” James said. —AFP

ICC bids for
women’s T20
in Birmingham 
Commonwealth
Games
DUBAI: The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has submitted a bid for
the inclusion of women’s Twenty20 in
the 2022 Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham, the governing body said
yesterday.

Cricket has not featured in the quad-
rennial Games since its maiden appear-
ance in 1998 when the South African
men’s team won the gold medal in Kuala
Lumpur. “Cricket and the
Commonwealth are inextricably linked
and almost perfectly aligned with 910
million of cricket’s one billion plus adult
fans from Commonwealth countries,”
ICC chief executive David Richardson
said in a statement.

“Creating a new partnership between
women’s cricket and the Commonwealth
Games demonstrates the commitment
both organisations have to growing
women’s sport...” Birmingham is the per-

fect place to launch this partnership as
23 percent of its residents have links to
cricket-playing nations outside the
United Kingdom, Richardson said.

“If cricket were to be staged in these
Games, we know every team competing
would be guaranteed ‘home’ support.
There’s a ready-made audience and
ready-made infrastructure in the local
vicinity,” he added.

Cricket Australia (CA) were quick to
support the bid two days after their
women’s team won the World Twenty20
crown in West Indies. “It’s exciting to
think that cricket could potentially fea-
ture at the 2022 Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham,” CA chief executive
Kevin Roberts said in a statement.

“We are committed to cricket being
a sport of choice for women and girls in
Australia, and with the ICC T20 World
Cup in our backyard in 2020, we know
the popularity of the women’s game will
continue to rise in the coming years,”
he said.

Cricket, which has struggled to grow
beyond its traditional bases, was last
played at the Olympics in the 1900 Paris
Games. The ICC has been pushing for
the game’s Olympic return with the 20-
over format but the powerful Indian
board has not been very keen on it, fear-
ing it might lose its autonomy and be
answerable to the country’s Olympic
committee. — Reuters

TORONTO:  Bam Adebayo #13 of the Miami Heat rebounds the ball against the Toronto Raptors
on Sunday at Scotiabank Arena in Toronto, Ontario, Canada. —AFP


