
KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah attended and patronized yesterday the
opening of Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital. HH the Amir
was received at the venue by Health Minister Sheikh Dr
Basel Hmoud Al-Sabah and senior officials at the health
ministry. The ceremony was also attended by HH the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanem, HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and senior officials of the state.

Delivering his speech at the event, Sheikh Basel said
that the opening of Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital is
a historic event in Kuwait’s healthcare history. The
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital went through various
challenges and phases; however, with the strong direc-
tives by HH the Amir and the tremendous efforts by all
those who were involved in the construction, the dream
was brought to reality, said the minister.

The main building of the hospital consists of five
towering 10-storey structures built on an area of
220,000 sq m, said the minister, adding that the total
area on which the whole project was constructed
stretches around 725,000 sq m. Sheikh Basel said that
the hospital’s bed capacity is around 1,168 with 36
operation rooms, a medical center, a helipad and a
parking lot accommodating some 5,000 vehicles. The
opening of the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital adds
another milestone in the Kuwaiti leadership’s develop-
ment vision, affirmed Sheikh Basel, who thanked HH the
Amir for all his efforts.

Health Ministry Undersecretary Dr Mustafa Redha
said that the hospital will add to the bed capacity of
medical facilities in Kuwait, to reach over 160,000.
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KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah opens the Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Hospital in the pres-
ence of Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah, National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem and senior officials of
the state yesterday. — KUNA (See Page 3)

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah yesterday welcomed in a letter to the
National Assembly the action taken by MPs to refer
a grilling against the prime minister to the legal and
legislative committee to review if it complies with
the constitution. In the letter, the Amir said he felt
comfortable over the democratic atmosphere in the
session on Tuesday and expressed his esteem for
the Assembly for understanding the calls in his ear-
lier letter to deal with wisdom with the issue.

The Assembly on Tuesday voted 41 to 20 to refer
the grilling filed by opposition MP Shuaib Al-
Muwaizri to its legal and legislative committee to
study it and submit a report back to the Assembly.
HH Sheikh Sabah said he is confident that the high
level of responsibility exhibited by a majority of MPs
will motivate the Assembly to continue the demo-
cratic march that will help achieve national interests.

Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem thanked
the Amir for his letter. Ghanem also said that the
Assembly will work to amend some errors in the
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RIYADH: Zain Group announced that the board of direc-
tors of Zain Saudi Arabia (Zain KSA) approved an offer to
sell and lease back the passive physical infrastructure of
its mobile tower portfolio to IHS Holding Limited (IHS) for
SAR 2.43 billion ($648 million). IHS is the largest inde-
pendent tower operator in Europe, Middle East and Africa
by tower count and the third largest independent multina-
tional tower company globally. Zain KSA has more than
8,100 mobile telecommunication towers located in prime
and strategic locations across the Kingdom.

Under the terms of the agreement, Zain KSA is selling
only its passive, physical infrastructure to IHS and will
retain its intelligent software, technology and intellectual
property with respect to managing its network. The
agreement also involves a lease back period of 15 years,
with a five-year renewal option and building of an addi-
tional 1,500 towers over next six years. (See Page 11)

Zain KSA to sell, 
lease mobile tower 
network for $648m

Bader Al-Kharafi, Zain Vice-Chairman and Group CEO; and
Vice-Chairman of Zain Saudi Arabia

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The India government has decided to
keep “in abeyance” a controversial decision to make
online registration mandatory for non-emigration
check required passport holders travelling for work
to 18 countries, a notice published on India’s External
Affairs Ministry’s website yesterday said.  It said the
decision to defer the mandatory registration has
been taken following “complaints from various quar-
ters” who pointed out several flaws in the rule
involving practical difficulties in registering on
www.emigrate.gov.in.  

An advisory issued by the ministry on Nov 14,
2018 had stated that registration is mandatory and
must be completed on the e-migrate portal between

21 days and 24 hours prior to the date of travel. The
decision was to take effect on Jan 1, 2019. It had stat-
ed that those who fail to register and receive confir-
mation by SMS/email will not be allowed to board
their flights. The announcement had created conster-
nation and concerns among non-resident Indians
(NRIs) in Kuwait, with many complaining that deci-
sion was ‘arbitrary’ and would lead to unwanted trav-
el chaos as it affects all non-ECR passport holders
already working in these countries. 

M C Luther, Joint Secretary and Protector
General of Emigrants at the ministry, made the
announcement yesterday with the approval of the
competent authority. “With reference to the Ministry
of External Affairs advisory dated 14 November,
2018 on the above subject, it is informed that the
ministry has been receiving representations from
various quarters, including non-ECR passport hold-
ers already employed in ECR countries, regarding
difficulties faced by them in registering on www.emi-
grate.gov.in,” the statement said.

“Indian missions in those countries also have for-
warded representations received by them from the
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KUWAIT: A study by the Kuwait Society for Human
Rights showed that more than 56 percent of sponsors
refuse to pay the end of service indemnity to domestic
helpers, who make up 27 percent of the total expat
workforce in Kuwait. The study titled “The rights of
domestic help in Kuwait between theory and practice
through law 68/2015” was conducted to measure the
extent of compliance of the law by domestic helpers,
sponsors, labor offices and rights societies that deal
with domestic helpers.

It revealed the majority of employers included in the
study agreed to grant a return ticket to the helper’s
country of origin at the end of the contract (90.75 per-
cent), while those not in favor made up 8 percent, as
this is part of the rights mentioned in the law. The study
said 56.64 percent of employers refused to pay end of
service indemnity to the domestic helper, although the
law gives them this right, as the law treats domestic
workers similar to those in the private sector, who
receive indemnity that is equal to 15 days’ salary
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CAIRO/JERUSALEM: Egyptian archaeologists have
discovered eight mummies dating back over 2,300
years at a pyramid complex south of Cairo, authorities
said yesterday. “The Egyptian archaeological mission
working at the south eastern area of King Amenemhat
II’s pyramid in Dahshur Necropolis has uncovered a
number of ancient burials with eight coffins,” the antiq-
uities ministry said in a statement. The mummies, dating
from the Late Period of ancient Egypt, are “covered
with a layer of painted cartonnage in the form of a
human”, the statement said. “Three of them are in good
condition.” 

Cartonnage, a material often consisting of a mixture
of linen or papyrus and plaster, was frequently used to
cover mummies. The ministry said it planned to eventu-
ally put the mummies and the limestone sarcophagi
they were found in on display at museums set to be
built in the resort hubs of Hurghada and Sharm el-
Sheikh. The Dahshur complex, some 30 km south of
Cairo, was a major royal burial site that boasts the well-

known “bent pyramid” of King Snefru. In April 2017,
the remains of an Egyptian pyramid built around 3,700
year ago were discovered at the complex.

Meanwhile, the Israel Antiquities Authority unveiled
what it said was a rare 9,000-year-old stone mask

linked to the beginnings of agricultural society. The
pink and yellow sandstone object was discovered in a
field at the Jewish settlement of Pnei Hever, in the
Israeli-occupied West Bank, said the IAA. 
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DAHSHUR, Egypt: Handout picture released yesterday
shows a newly-uncovered mummy at a pyramid com-
plex south of Cairo. — AFP 

JERUSALEM: An Israeli archeologist holds a rare
stone mask at the Rockefeller archeological museum
yesterday. — AFP 


