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Raptors rally for 6th straight win
Nuggets rout Lakers for 4th straight victory

MEMPHIS: Wayne Selden #7 of the Memphis Grizzlies dunks the ball during the game against the Toronto Raptors on Tuesday at FedExForum in Memphis, Tennessee. — AFP

MEMPHIS: Kyle Lowry scored 24 points, including
15 in the second half , and the visit ing Toronto
Raptors overcame a 17-point deficit to defeat the
Memphis Grizzlies 122-114 Tuesday night. Kawhi
Leonard added 17 points and 10 rebounds for the
Raptors, who won their sixth game in a row. Fred
VanVleet was 6-for-6 from the field for 18 points
off  the bench — 14 in the second half-for the
Raptors. Serge Ibaka contributed 16 points. Marc
Gasol led Memphis with 27 points, and Mike Conley
added 20 points.

NUGGETS 117, LAKERS 85
Paul Millsap had 20 points and 11 rebounds, Jamal

Murray scored 20, and host Denver routed Los
Angeles. Malik Beasley also had 20 points to estab-
lish a career high, and Nikola Jokic had 14 points,

seven rebounds and seven assists for the Nuggets.
Denver has won four straight after dropping six of its
previous seven. The Lakers were 5 of 35 from behind
the 3-point arc and shot just 39.1 percent overall.
Kyle Kuzma, who led Los Angeles with 21 points, was
1-for-7 from long range, and LeBron James missed all
four of his 3-point attempts. James finished with 14
points and seven rebounds.

PACERS 109, SUNS 104
Domantas Sabonis scored 21 points and grabbed

16 rebounds to lead Indiana to a win at Phoenix. With
the game tied at 104 with under a minute to play,
Bojan Bogdanovic, the league’s top 3-point shooter,
cashed in from the corner to give the Pacers a 107-
104 lead. After Devin Booker just missed a 3-point
try, Darren Collison was fouled and made two free

throws to clinch the game for Indiana with 12 seconds
left. Six players scored in double figures for the
Pacers, who also got 21 points from Doug
McDermott. T.J. Warren paced the Suns with 25
points, and rookie Deandre Ayton recorded his 12th
double-double with 18 points and 12 rebounds.

HAWKS 115, HEAT 113
Rookie Trae Young had a double-double with 17

points and 10 assists as Atlanta edged host Miami.
Trailing by two points, the Heat had the ball after a
timeout with 14.4 seconds left in the fourth quarter.
However, Dwyane Wade, coming off a 35-point
game, passed up an open jumper on the left wing
and got the ball to Josh Richardson, whose 3-point
attempt missed off the front rim to end the game.
Miami, which has lost six consecutive home games,

was led by Richardson, who scored nine of his 22
points in the fourth quarter. Atlanta won its second
straight game overall and also snapped a seven-
game road losing skid.

PISTONS 115, KNICKS 108
Blake Griffin scored 30 points, and Detroit contin-

ued its success at home at New York’s expense.
Griffin produced his sixth 30-point game of the sea-
son as Detroit shot 47.5 percent, controlled the paint
by a 56-38 margin and posted its fourth straight home
win. Reserve Stanley Johnson and starter Reggie
Jackson contributed 21 points apiece as the Pistons
also won for the seventh time in their past nine games
overall. Rookie Allonzo Trier led the Knicks with 24
points and 10 rebounds off the bench, but New York
saw a three-game winning streak end. — Reuters

DUBLIN: Irish football legend Robbie Keane brought
the curtain down on over two decades as a player yes-
terday saying his career had exceeded all his hopes
when he was a “football-mad boy growing up in
Dublin”.

The 38-year-old - his country’s record goalscorer
on 68 well clear of Niall Quinn who is next with 21 — is
to focus on his new duties as assistant manager to new
Ireland handler Mick McCarthy.

Keane, who replaces Roy Keane (no relation) in the

role after the latter and manager Martin O’Neill were
fired last week, captained Ireland for a decade. “Today,
after 23 wonderful years, I am formally announcing my
retirement as a professional footballer,” Keane said in a
statement.

“From Crumlin United around the world to the likes
of Milan, London and Los Angeles, I could never have
imagined the path my football life would take. “It has
exceeded all the hopes I had as a football-mad boy
growing up in Dublin.”

Keane, unlike his near namesake, enjoyed good rela-
tions with McCarthy in the latter’s first spell in charge
of the national side. He was one of their stars at the
2002 World Cup-which infamously saw their one world
class player Roy Keane sent home after launching a
tirade of abuse at McCarthy-where the Irish went out
on penalties in the last 16 to Spain.

Keane also enjoyed a highly successful, if peripatet-
ic, club career which ended with a period as

player/manager at Indian outfit ATK, in the season that
finished in March. In all, Keane scored 126 goals in 349
Premier League matches, 91 of them for Tottenham
Hotspur, although he also had spells with Coventry,
Leeds United and Liverpool in the elite league.   

“Leaving home at 15 years of age to pursue my pro-
fessional career in England seems a lifetime ago now,”
said Keane. “I was a street footballer full of hope armed
with huge ambitions and a determination to succeed.

“All I needed was that one chance.” Keane had espe-
cially warm words for his long service to his country on
the pitch-winning 146 caps and aside from the 2002
World Cup appearing also in two European
Championships. “Playing and captaining my country
has been the highlight of my career,” said Keane.

“I enjoyed every moment of the most incredible
journey with the Ireland team over an 18-year period
and as I have said many times before, words cannot
express how proud I am to be Irish.” — AFP
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