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Thorny issue of revoking MPs’ 
membership still unresolved

Amnesty sought for Tabtabaei, Harbash • Subaei preparing to grill Roudhan
By B Izzak

KUWAIT: It appears the next National Assembly
term promises to witness a number of political crises
between the opposition and the government that are
likely to strain relations between the two authorities.
One of the main problems is the issue of revoking
the membership of two leading opposition lawmak-
ers - Waleed Al-Tabtabaei and Jamaan Al-Harbash -
who were handed ja i l  terms for  storming the
Assembly building.

The jail terms against the two lawmakers, along with
several ex-MPs and opposition activists, were con-
firmed by the court of cassation, whose rulings are final
and cannot be challenged. Constitutional experts differ
on what should be done against the two lawmakers -
some have said their membership should be revoked
after they were convicted with a final jail term, while
others say that they should continue to enjoy their par-
liamentary seats.

Opposition MPs have stressed that the membership
of the two MPs should not be revoked and have already
submitted a draft law for an amnesty to pardon them
and others. The Assembly’s legislative committee will

meet on Oct 28, just two days before the Assembly
reconvenes, to study the bill and submit its report to the
Assembly for voting. The issue will be discussed in
what is expected to be a heated debate.

Pro-government MP Ahmad Al-Fadhl said yesterday
that he intends to vote against the two lawmakers, who
he said should lose their seats in the Assembly because
they had been convicted of a criminal offense. He said
that the law is very clear on this issue and called for
revoking their membership in the Assembly.

Meanwhile, opposition MP Al-Humaidi Al-Subaeihas
completed preparations of a grilling he plans to file
against Commerce and Industry Minister Khaled Al-
Roudhan over a series of alleged violations. According
to parliamentary sources, Subaei is coordinating with
MP Mubarak Al-Hajraf, who has announced that he will
file to grill Roudhan over other violations. The two are
expected to grill the minister together.

But the grilling will be filed only after the planned
grilling against the prime minister, which is expected to
be debated in the first session of the next term on Oct
30. Opposition MP Riyadh Al-Adasani has already filed
a grilling against Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs Adel Al-Khorafi over alleged adminis-
trative violations.

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti army yesterday signed a 2019 defense cooperation plan with the Turkish army to
strengthen bilateral ties. The administration of moral guidance at the Kuwaiti army said in a press release
that the blueprint was inked with the aim of pursuing joint coordination “for accomplishing harmony, shar-
ing experience and unifying efforts”.  — KUNA 

ISTANBUL: This video grab made yesterday from CCTV footage obtained from Turkish news agency DHA shows a
Saudi team at the airport on Oct 2, 2018. — AFP

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump said
yesterday he has talked to Saudi authorities “at the
highest level” to demand answers over what happened
to vanished journalist Jamal Khashoggi. Trump told
reporters at the White House that he has talked to the
Saudi leadership “more than once” since Khashoggi, a
US resident and Washington Post contributor, vanished
on Oct 2 after entering the Saudi consulate in Istanbul.
“We’re demanding everything. We want to see what’s
going on there,” he said. “It’s a very serious situation
for us and this White House ... I think we’ll get to the
bottom of it. We cannot let this happen, to reporters, to
anybody,” Trump said.

These were the toughest comments coming out of
the Trump administration since the mysterious disap-
pearance of the journalist, who Turkish authorities sus-
pect was abducted and murdered. Turkish investigators
are examining CCTV footage showing the moment he
entered the kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul to obtain
documents ahead of his marriage to his Turkish fiancee
Hatice Cengiz. Cengiz appealed to Trump in an opinion
piece for the Washington Post on Tuesday, calling on
him to “help shed light on Jamal’s disappearance”.
Trump said that he and First Lady Melania Trump were
in contact with her and were looking to “bring her to
the White House”.

Turkish government sources said at the weekend
that police believed Khashoggi was killed by a team
specially sent to Istanbul and thought to consist of 15
Saudis. Security camera footage released yesterday by
Turkish television showed a man believed to be
Khashoggi enter the consulate. Investigators are also
zooming in on a vehicle seen entering and leaving the
building after Khashoggi went inside. But Riyadh insist-
ed the 59-year-old journalist had left the building and
that murder claims are “baseless”. 
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BEIJING: Chinese authorities have launched a cam-
paign against halal products in the name of fighting
extremism in the capital of Xinjiang, the fractious
northwest region where Muslims are facing a raft of
religious restrictions. Beijing has in recent years
launched a security crackdown in Xinjiang against
what it calls separatist elements, and a UN report
has cited estimates that up to one million ethnic
Uighurs and other Muslim minorities are held in
extrajudicial, political reeducation camps.

Halal - Arabic for “permissible” - refers to a set of
rules guiding Muslims on what is allowed according
to the religion. It is frequently applied to food and
drinks but also includes other personal hygiene
products like toothpaste and cosmetics. Authorities
in Xinjiang have long seen the expansion of the term
to include non-food items as a sign of religious
extremism. Communist Party leaders in Urumqi, the
regional capital, on Monday led cadres in swearing
an oath to fight the “pan-halal trend to the end”. 

In an article posted on the city’s official WeChat
social media account, party cadres were told to
post the same oath on their social media accounts,
which included disowning religion. “My belief is
Marxism-Leninism... I must fly the flag high and
battle (the) ‘pan-halal trend’ to the end, resolute in
my beliefs, even to death!” the oath reads.
Government officials should also not have dietary
restrictions, the statement said, adding work can-
teens would be changed so officials can try
“cuisines of various nationalities”. 
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This handout photo taken on Oct 8, 2018 shows a makeshift bamboo raft lashed
together by five Philippine fishermen, whose boat was sunk by a marlin, during
their rescue by the US Navy ship USS Wally Schirra in the South China Sea. —AFP 

MANILA: It reads like a modern day
take on ‘The Old Man and the Sea’ - five
Filipino fishermen cast adrift for days on
a makeshift raft after a huge marlin sinks
their boat. The men were fishing in the
South China Sea last week when a six-
foot marlin punctured their boat’s wood-
en hull with its giant bill, vessel master
Jimmy Batiller told AFP yesterday. Their
12-m boat quickly dipped beneath the
waves in the early evening of Oct 3, leav-
ing the crew with little drinking water or

food until their eventual rescue by the
US Navy on Monday.

“It (the fish) hit the bottom of our
boat, leaving two big holes. We suspect
it was chasing a smaller fish. It swam
around the sinking boat for a while,
apparently disorientated,” Batiller said.
The fishermen salvaged what they could,
removing the outriggers, planks and bar-
rels to create a makeshift raft. “Our
water ran out after two days. We waved
at passing commercial vessels but no
one came to rescue us. But we did not
lose hope,” the 42-year-old father of one
said, adding the crew also ate raw rice
and drank some seawater. “When we
were rescued, that was when our tears
fell,” said Batiller, who has since been
reunited with his family in Subic, a port
about 80 km northwest of Manila.

The US Navy said the men were
lucky to survive, especially given the 
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PARIS: From family and friends to
strangers on the subway and public fig-
ures on 24-hour news cycles, humans
recognize an astonishing 5,000 faces,
scientists said yesterday in the first study
of its kind. Through most of history
humans lived in small groups of a hun-
dred or so individuals, a pattern that has
changed drastically in recent centuries. A
study by scientists at Britain’s University

of York found that our facial recognition
abilities allow us to process the thou-
sands of faces we encounter in busy
social environments, on our smartphones
and our television screens every day. 

“In everyday life, we are used to
identifying friends, colleagues, and
celebrities, and many other people by
their faces,” Rob Jenkins, from York’s
Department of Psychology, told AFP.
“But no one has established how many
faces people actually know.” For the
study, published in the journal
Proceedings of the Royal Society B,
Jenkins and his team asked participants
to write down as many faces they could
remember from their personal lives. The
volunteers were then asked to do the

same with people they recognized but
did not know personally.

They were also shown thousands of
images of famous people - two photos of
each to ensure consistency - and asked
which ones they recognized. The team
found an enormous range of the number
of faces each participant could recall,
from roughly 1,000-10,000. “We found
that people know around 5,000 faces on
average,” Jenkins said. “It seems that
whatever mental apparatus allows us to
differentiate dozens of people also
allows us to differentiate thousands of
people.”

The team said it believes this figure -
the first ever baseline of human “facial
vocabulary”, could aid the development

of facial recognition software increas-
ingly used at airports and criminal inves-
tigations. It may also help scientists bet-
ter understand cases of mistaken identi-
ty. “Psychological research in humans
has revealed important differences
between unfamiliar and familiar face
recognition,” said Jenkins. “Unfamiliar
faces are often misidentified. Familiar
faces are identified very reliably, but we
don’t know exactly how.”

While the team said it was focused on
how many faces humans actually know,
they said it might be possible for some
people to continue learning to recognize
an unlimited number of faces, given
enough practice. 
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