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Hunting a shadowy armed militia 
in DR Congo’s ‘triangle of death’

ADF a shadowy armed group rooted in Ugandan Islamism
BENI, DR Congo: “I am always anticipating an attack,”
says South African soldier Maijeke of how it feels to be in
DR Congo’s “triangle of death”, where he is part of a UN
peacekeeping force helping the Congolese army hunt
down a militia group that is slaughtering civilians. There
has been a recent spike in violence in this volatile eastern
region of the Democratic Republic of Congo blamed on
the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF), a shadowy armed
group rooted in Ugandan Islamism.

Just last week, six civilians were killed during a night
attack in the city of Beni by the ADF, which has no known
leader and whose ideology and motives remain unclear.
AFP photojournalist John Wessels travelled for three days
with 30 soldiers from the UN mission MONUSCO and the
Congolese army to the troubled North Kivu province,
where the ADF has killed hundreds of civilians since 2014.
On Friday, after reports of heavy mortar and machine gun
fire, the troops headed to the town of Oicha, north of Beni
and near the border with Uganda.

The town’s residents greeted them by throwing stones.
“The civilians get frustrated with us and MONUSCO,
sometimes we arrive late, we have to fight harder to help
the community change its mind about us,” one of the
Congolese soldiers said on the condition of anonymity.
Several homes in Oicha had been looted by ADF members,
who melt back into the jungle after raids and attacks.
While the troops inspected the looted homes, deafening
machine gunfire rang out from the jungle.

It seemed to be coming from near the town of Mbau,
where 20 civilians were shot dead by the ADF in May. The
troops are based outside Oicha, where the blue helmets
sleep uneasily-the ADF killed 15 Tanzanian peacekeepers
in December in the deadliest attack on UN forces in 24
years. And the ADF, which is thought to have killed a total
of more than 700 civilians over the last four years, regular-
ly attacks Congolese army bases for weapons, ammunition
and medical supplies.

‘Heartbreaking’ 
“This is my fourth deployment in the DRC, my first was

in 2006,” said UN peacekeeper Maijeke. “This is the most
intense deployment for me, I am always anticipating an
attack,” he added. “The biggest difference this time is the
escalation in the killings of civilians, this is heartbreaking
for me, a serious concern.” When the ADF killed 20 civil-
ians in Beni in September, the locals condemned the fail-
ures of the Congolese army and the UN mission. However
MONUSCO maintains its intervention has prevented even
greater carnage. In the area known as the “triangle of
death” between Beni, Mbau and Kamango, the troops face

an enemy that knows every secret of the dense jungle and
likely has informants in many communities. On Saturday,
the troops headed to the scene of a particularly violent
ADF onslaught a few days earlier. Members of the militia
were said to have used two women as human shields dur-

ing a shootout with Congolese troops that lasted four
hours. Both women were killed. Everything seemed quiet
when the troops arrived, except for the sporadic sound of
gunfire. The next day, Sunday, gunshots rang out again-
this time close to their base. The soldiers scrambled to put
on their gear, but the jungle quietened down once their
attention was turned to it.

What do they want? 
Over three days hunting the ADF, some of the mystery

surrounding them dissipated. It was clear they are well-
equipped with heavy weapons and well organised. Their
guerrilla tactics of sudden, brutal assaults are usually to
gain strategic positions, or needed supplies. But much
remains unknown. How many are they? Who is in charge?
Who is arming them? And most of all, what is their goal?
Both Uganda and the DRC insist they have a jihadist
motive, but many observers say this is too simplistic and
there has been no proven link with the global jihadist
underground.

The ADF started out in 1989 with the aim of overthrow-
ing Uganda’s President Yoweri Museveni, who was seen as
hostile to Muslims. But it went on to absorb other rebel
factions into its ranks and started carrying out attacks in
1995. Forced westwards by the Ugandan army, the group
relocated most of its activities to DRC, finding a lucrative
niche in the vast central African country’s lawless,
resource-rich east. For Maijeke, the most important thing
is ending the violence. “There has to be a dialogue
between the FARDC (Congolese army) and the ADF,” he
says. “The fighting is at the expense of innocent civilians-
mouths must finish this conflict, not bullets.” — AFP 

Death toll
mounts 

as violence
rages 

BENI: A health worker tries to clean and dress the bodies of a young boy and man, who were allegedly killed the
night before by rebels from the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF) in Beni.  — AFP 

Historians accuse 
far right chief of 
echoing Hitler
BERLIN: German historians yesterday accused far-
right leader Alexander Gauland of paraphrasing Adolf
Hitler in a newspaper column taking aim at a “glob-
alised class” that he claimed threatens all that is good
in his “homeland”. The co-leader of the far-right AfD
rejected allegations of parallels with a 1933 speech by

Hitler, but the latest episode is yet another controver-
sy raising questions over his anti-migrant party’s
views on the Nazi-era. In a guest commentary for
Saturday’s Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung (FAZ),
Gauland wrote that the “globalised class” occupies
positions in mainstream organisations from interna-
tional corporations to the media to universities, and
are also in key political parties. 

“Their members live almost exclusively in big cities,
speak fluent English, and when they move from Berlin to
London or Singapore for jobs, they find similar apart-
ments, houses, restaurants, shops and private schools
everywhere. “This group socializes among itself but is
culturally ‘diverse’,” he wrote, adding that they have no
attachments to their homeland. — AFP

As groundwater 
levels plunge, 
Lahore begins 
turning off taps
LAHORE: Five mornings a week, Saima Azeem helps her
children wash and prepare for school. But this week has
been different: She has had to use her few bottles of drink-
ing water to get them ready. “It’s been a difficult morning.
I’ll have to schedule my chores according to the new water
supply timing,” the mother of four said. Faced with fast-
depleting groundwater supplies, Lahore - Pakistan’s sec-
ond biggest city - this week began rationing water and
instituting a range of new conservation measures. Lahore
relies on groundwater to fill its taps but groundwater levels
are now falling at a rate of about 2.5 to 3 feet a year,
according to WWF-Pakistan.

The water table in the centre of the city is now 130 feet
down and is expected to fall below 230 feet by 2025,
WWF researchers noted in 2017. “If the trend continues
the situation will become even worse by 2040,” they pre-
dicted. To try to avoid a crisis, Lahore’s Water and
Sanitation Agency (WASA) on Tuesday began turning off
the city’s 700,000 water connections 12 out of each 24
hours. Users will now get water only from approximately 4
am to 9 am, noon to 2 pm and 5 pm to 10 pm, officials said.
The water agency also increased water tariffs by about 20
percent for households and about 400 percent for com-
mercial users. Previously, water prices had been frozen
since 2004.

Car wash crackdown
The water agency also has disconnected the water sup-

ply to more than 280 petrol station car washes across
Lahore, ordering them to install, within two months, more
efficient mechanized washing facilities with water recy-
cling systems. Disconnection notices have been sent to

another 290 petrol stations as well, said Zahid Aziz, the
agency’s managing director who is supervising the cam-
paign. Under the new policy, car washes should take no
more than 100 liters of water per car. Currently, a typical
car wash might use twice that much, Muhammad Aslam, a
car wash worker, told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Aziz said the changes were aimed at encouraging water
conservation in a city where waste is common. A petition
filed by a lawyer and being heard before the Lahore High
Court, for instance, seeks to stop the city using 30,500
litres of water each day to wash its streets. “Fresh under-
ground water is a precious resource, which we can’t allow
anyone to misuse,” Aziz told reporters. “The agency is
working on various projects to conserve water as well as
to replace underground water with surface water” that will
be run through a filtering plant, he said.

‘
Reasonable’ action

Ahmad Rafay Alam, a Pakistani environmental lawyer
and activist, described the city’s groundwater as “thor-
oughly exploited, extracted and poisoned” by pollution. He
said the new water agency rules are a reasonable move,
aimed at shoring up Lahore’s water security. “Everywhere
in the world, sensible city managers have imposed sensible
rules and regulations on the use and disposal of water,” he
said. “What the WASA is asking service stations to do is
correct, as it owns the groundwater,” Alam told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. Among new conservation
measures being put in place, the agency has asked the
city’s parks authority to recycle used ablution water from
the city’s mosques to water parks and green strips along
city roads.

Currently the parks authority “needlessly uses drinking
water for horticulture when it could be responsible and
use recycled water from mosques,” Alam said. He said the
new water restrictions and changes were causing an out-
cry among some car wash owners but were necessary “as
they’re shaking up the status quo and challenging our
wasteful habits”. Some water users - such as Azeem - said
they can see the days of water waste need to end. “When
you get something uninterrupted, you are not cautious
about its worth,” she said - just as water began flowing
through her dry tap again. — Reuters

LAHORE: A gardener washes a walkway in front of a house in Lahore’s Johar Town neighborhood. — Reuters


