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News in brief

Migrant boat capsizes 

ANKARA: Four people died after a boat carrying illegal
migrants capsized off Turkey’s western coast, the Turkish
coastguard said yesterday, while search efforts continued
to find 30 other people on board. The discovery came
after an Iraqi woman in wet clothes and wearing a life
jacket sought help from the coastguard in Karaburun
district in Izmir province. She told the coastguard that
the boat carrying her and 34 others began to sank short-
ly after beginning its journey and she managed to arrive
on solid ground. After launching a rescue operation, the
coastguard found the bodies of four migrants, including
two ashore and two in the water. The other migrants’
nationalities were not given but Turkey hosts over three
million Syrian refugees and up to 300,000 Iraqis. —AFP 

Bosnia refinery blast

SARAJEVO: An explosion at a Russian-owned oil refin-
ery in Bosnia killed one worker and injured nine more,
police said yesterday. The cause of the blast at Bosnia’s
sole oil refinery in the northern town of Brod late
Tuesday, which sparked a fire, was still not known, a
police spokeswoman said. “One person was killed and
nine were injured,” spokeswoman Dragana Kekez said.
“Six injured were hospitalized but their lives are not
endangered,” she added. Head of the local health centre
Zoran Predojevic said overnight that eight workers sus-
tained minor injuries. The fire was contained around mid-
night. The Russian state-controlled Zarubezneft oil com-
pany holds a majority stake in the Brod refinery which
employes around 900 people. It can handle up to 1.2 mil-
lion tons of crude oil per year. —AFP 

Hiring a ‘contract killer’

VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis yesterday compared
having an abortion to hiring a “contract killer”.
“Interrupting a pregnancy is like eliminating someone,”
Francis said in an address to worshippers in the Vatican.
“Getting rid of a human being is like resorting to a con-
tract killer to solve a problem,” he added. “Is it just to
resort to a contract killer to solve a problem?” His com-
ments departed from the prepared text for his homily
delivered during his weekly audience on Saint Peter’s
Square. In his address, the Argentine pontiff complained
of a “depreciation of human life”. He cited wars,
exploitation and what he called a culture of wasteful-
ness, as well as abortion. “How can an act that suppress-
es innocent life be therapeutic, civil or even human?” he
asked. Francis this year opposed a bill that would have
legalized abortion in Argentina. —AFP 

French ‘OxyMonster’ jailed 

MIAMI: A French man who US prosecutors said bro-
kered illegal drug deals and helped launder money on the
dark web under the name “OxyMonster” was sentenced
to 20 years in jail Tuesday. Gal Vallerius, 36, was sen-
tenced in Miami federal court after pleading guilty in late
August to charges of conspiracy to traffic drugs and
launder money. In a plea deal, he also forfeited more than
$700,000 worth of virtual currency. Prosecutors said he
was originally a vendor of controlled drugs Oxycodone
and Ritalin on Dream Market, an online underground
market where buyers and sellers of controlled goods
could trade anonymously, settling their deals with bitcoin
and other virtual currencies. He then became an adminis-
trator of the market, which became a hub for trade in
drugs such as LSD, heroin, cocaine, crystal methamphet-
amine and other illegal drugs. —AFP 

PANAMA CITY: Hurricane Michael closed in on
Florida’s Gulf Coast yesterday as an “extremely dan-
gerous” category four storm packing powerful winds
and a huge sea surge, US forecasters said. The Miami-
based National Hurricane Center said the storm, which
local forecasters are calling an “unprecedented” weath-
er event for the area, is expected to slam ashore later in
the day with “life-threatening” storm surges.

Top winds were swirling at 145 miles per hour, with
the NHC warning the storm could grow stronger still, as
outer rain bands from the storm lashed the coast. A
storm surge of up to 14 feet and up to a foot of rain was
expected in some areas. “Water is going to come up,
it’s going to cover your roof.
You do not have a chance to
survive that, so I’m very con-
cerned,” Governor Rick Scott
told Fox News.

“It’s too late to evacuate
now on the coast... Hunker
down, and be careful, listen to
locals. Don’t go out in the
middle of this. You are not
going to survive it. It’s dead-
ly.” An estimated 375,000
people in more than 20 coun-
ties were ordered or advised to evacuate. The National
Weather Service office in the state capital Tallahassee
issued a dramatic appeal for people to comply with
evacuation orders. “Hurricane Michael is an unprece-
dented event and cannot be compared to any of our
previous events. Do not risk your life, leave NOW if
you were told to do so,” it said.

Disaster warnings
The storm was forecast to make landfall somewhere

along the Florida Panhandle — a finger-shaped strip of
land in the Gulf of Mexico. It was expected to bring
hurricane force winds and heavy rainfall, the NHC said.
It will then move across the southeastern US for anoth-

er day or so as it heads toward the Atlantic. The NWS
office in Tallahassee said it had found no record of any
previous category four hurricanes that made landfall in
the panhandle or the “Big Bend” coastal region. “This
situation has NEVER happened before,” it said on
Twitter. Category four is the second highest level on
the Saffir-Simpson hurricane wind scale.

Scott, who has activated 2,500 members of the
National Guard, warned Michael could be the most
destructive storm to hit the Florida Panhandle in
decades. President Donald Trump issued an emergency
declaration for the state, freeing up federal funds for
relief operations and providing the assistance of the

Federal Emergency
Management Agency. State
officials issued disaster decla-
rations in Alabama and
Georgia, both of which are
also expected to feel the
impact from the storm. As of
1200 GMT, Michael was
about 90 miles southwest of
Panama City and moving
north at 13 miles per hour.

Flood, tornado warnings
The heavy rains could cause flash floods, the NHC

said, and spawn tornados in northwestern Florida.
About 120,000 residents were under mandatory evac-
uation orders in Bay County in the Panhandle, a low-
lying area of beachfront resorts and retirement commu-
nities. In other areas, residents of mobile homes were
urged to leave. Michael was forecast to have the power
to uproot trees, block roads and knock out power for
days when it hits Florida. 

It is expected to weaken as it moves up into the
southeastern United States. Drivers waited in long lines
at gas stations and residents hurried to fill sandbags.
Tolls were suspended on some roads to aid movement
ahead of the storm’s landfall. “Since 6:00 am it’s been

backed up. We’re just now running out of regular
(gasoline),” Danny Hess, an employee at a gas station in
Panama City, told local WJHG television.

The Carolinas are still recovering from Hurricane
Florence, which left dozens dead and is estimated to
have caused billions of dollars in damage last month. It
made landfall on the coast as a Category 1 hurricane
on September 14 and drenched some parts of the state

with 40 inches of rain. Last year saw a string of cata-
strophic storms batter the western Atlantic - including
Irma, Maria and Harvey, which caused a record-
equaling $125 billion in damage when it flooded the
Houston metropolitan area. Scientists have long
warned that global warming will make storms more
destructive, and some say the evidence for this may
already be visible. —AFP

‘Do not risk your life, leave NOW’

Florida girds for an ‘extremely 
dangerous’ category 4 storm

French health 
watchdog calls for 
ban on sunbeds
PARIS: The French health watchdog yes-
terday urged the government to outlaw
sunlamps and sunbeds because of the
“proven” risk of skin cancer, in line with
similar bans already in place in Australia
and Brazil. “We recommend banning all
activities linked to artificial tanning,
along with ultraviolet sunlamps sold for
esthetic purposes, especially those sold
on the private market,” Olivier Merckel,
an expert at the Agency for Food,
Environmental and Occupational Health
and Safety (ANSES) said. Of 10,722 cas-
es of malignant melanoma-the deadliest
form of skin cancer-reported in French
adults over age 30 in 2015, 382 could be
directly linked to the use of sunbeds and
sunlamps, ANSES estimated recently. 

Skin specialists, the French academy
of medicine, and some politicians have
already spoken out in favor of a ban, but
the French government has so far opted
to merely tighten regulations. In 2013, it
banned people under age 18 from using
commercial tanning parlors, and out-
lawed advertising for them. A total ban
is now needed, according to Merckel.
“Scientific data is growing, there isn’t
any doubt any more, we have solid
proof, the risk of cancer is proven, we
have figures on the risk to young peo-
ple, to everyone, so now we’re calling
for action from the authorities,” he said.

There is a “proven” link between
artificial sunlight and human cancer, the
International Agency for Research on
Cancer, a body of the World Health
Organization, warned as early as 2009.
People under 35 who resort at least
once to artificial tanning increase the
likelihood of developing skin melanoma
by 59 percent, according to ANSES.
Brazil banned sunbeds in 2009 and
Austral ia outlawed them in 2015.

Commercial tanning activity in France
has already been halved since 2009,
according to the National union of tan-

ning professionals which represents
some 4,500 tanning parlors in the
country. —AFP

PARIS: Photo shows a sunbed or tanning bed. —AFP

Man arrested 
over killing 
of Bulgarian 
journalist
SOFIA: German police have arrested a man
suspected of the rape and murder of
Bulgarian television journalist Viktoria
Marinova, Bulgarian officials said yester-
day. But Bulgarian prosecutors said that, at
least for now, the killing does not appear
linked to her work as a journalist. The body
of 30-year-old Marinova-who presented a
current affairs talk program called
“Detector” for the small TVN television
channel-was discovered on a riverside path
in the northern Bulgarian town of Ruse on
Saturday. Authorities said she died from
blows to the head and suffocation. She was
also raped.

The Bulgarian suspect was picked up
late Tuesday at the request of Bulgarian
authorities, Interior Minister Mladen
Marinov told a news conference. “We have
enough proof linking this person to the
scene of the crime,” he said. German police
confirmed a 20-year-old man was arrested
in the town of Stade near Hamburg on sus-
picion of raping, robbing and killing
Marinova. A German police statement said
that the process of extraditing the man to

Bulgaria had begun and that a request had
been filed with the relevant regional court.

Such procedures under the European
arrest warrant can take anything from a few
days up to several weeks to complete.
Bulgaria’s chief prosecutor Sotir Tsatsarov
named the suspect as Severin Krasimirov,
born in 1997, and said he was already
sought in connection with another rape and
murder. “At this stage, we do not believe
that the murder is linked” to Marinova’s
work, Tsatsarov said. “But we are continu-
ing to look at all hypotheses.” “The evi-
dence that we have at this stage leads us to
believe it was a spontaneous attack to sex-
ually abuse the victim.”

Politically motivated?
The attack has shocked the country and

drawn international condemnation amid
speculation the murder could be linked to
Marinova’s work as a journalist.  An
episode of her program aired on
September 30 featured interviews with two
investigative journalists from Bulgaria and
Romania who had been working on cor-
ruption allegations. She is the third journal-
ist to be murdered in Europe in the past 12
months after Jan Kuciak in Slovakia in
February and Daphne Caruana Galizia in
Malta in October 2017. However, Bulgarian
Prime Minister Boyko Borisov lashed out at
international bodies and rights groups
which had been quick to assume a political
motive behind the murder. 

“In just three days, I’ve read monstrous
things about Bulgaria. None of them true,”

he told the news conference. “We, as a
country, did not deserve to be smeared like
this... while everyone has been working (to
solve the crime) not 100, but 1,000 per-
cent.” European Commission vice president
Frans Timmermans had been among the
first to suspect a political motive. “Shocked
by the horrendous murder of Victoria
Marinova. Again a courageous journalist
falls in the fight for truth and against cor-
ruption,” he tweeted Sunday, not long after
the news of the murder broke. 

And the UN’s cultural agency, UNESCO,

similarly said that “attacks on journalists
erode the fundamental human right to free-
dom of expression and its corollaries, press
freedom and free access to information.”
Bulgaria is regarded as a laggard in the EU
in terms of press freedom, ranking 111th out
of 180 countries, according to Reporters
Without Borders (RSF). Widespread cor-
ruption, shady media ownership and sus-
pected collusion between journalists, politi-
cians and oligarchs have made objective
reporting a constant obstacle course,
according to RSF. —AFP

ROUSSE: Flowers are placed near a portrait of slain Bulgarian television journal-
ist Viktoria Marinova in the city of Rousse. —AFP 

Top winds 
swirling at 

145 miles 
per hour

FLORIDA: The storm surge and waves from Hurricane Michael batter the beachfront homes yesterday in
the Florida Panhandle community of Shell Point Beach. —AFP

French MPs adopt
‘fake news’ bill
PARIS: French lawmakers yesterday adopted two bills
to prevent the spread of false information during elec-
tion campaigns following allegations of Russian med-
dling in the 2017 presidential vote. The “fake news” bills
enable a candidate or political party to seek a court
injunction preventing the publication of “false informa-
tion” during the three months leading up to a national

election. They also give France’s broadcast authority
the power to take any network that is “controlled by, or
under the influence of a foreign power” off the air if it
“deliberately spreads false information that could alter
the integrity of the election.”

The measure is seen as aimed at Russia’s state-
backed RT network which began broadcasting in
French late last year. Macron has had Russian media in
his sights since his 2017 campaign when a state-
backed Russian site ran allegations that he was gay
and had a secret bank account in the Bahamas.
France’s opposition has criticized the bills as an
attempt to create a “thought police”, noting that a law

dating to 1881 already protects politicians and other
citizens against defamation.

Ahead of the late-night vote, Culture Minister
Francoise Nyssen defended the draft laws saying they
“in no way” violated the right to free speech. The main
target of the legislation is stories spread by fake-news
bots that are “manifestly false and shared in a deliber-
ate, mass and artificial way,” she said. The bill also
requires that Facebook, Twitter and other social media
platforms reveal the names of companies behind spon-
sored content and establishes a press ethics council,
headed by the former head of AFP news agency
Emmanuel Hoog. —AFP


