
Federer makes 
shaky start to 
Shanghai defence
SHANGHAI: Roger Federer was given a
huge scare before finally seeing off Russia’s
Daniil Medvedev 6-4, 4-6, 6-4 to open his
Shanghai Masters defence in unconvincing
fashion yesterday. The 37-year-old Swiss top
seed faces Spain’s unseeded Roberto Bautista
Agut today in the last 16.

The 20-time Grand Slam champion initially
wasted little time stamping his mark on the
tournament, breaking the 22nd-ranked
Medvedev in the first game. But Medvedev,
fresh from winning the Japan Open, broke
back and enjoyed even more luck on
Federer’s service in the second set.

Federer’s large cheering squad-decked out
in matching red T-shirts-looked on in disbe-
lief as Medvedev grabbed the second set. The
22-year-old then put the Swiss under imme-
diate pressure on his serve in the deciding
set, only for an uncharacteristically flustered
Federer to hold. 

In what was the first meeting between the
pair, Federer broke in the ninth game to final-
ly destroy Medvedev’s resolve in just under
two hours. With the exception of injured
world number one Rafael Nadal, Federer’s
chief rivals are all still in the mix.

Juan Martin del Potro and Alexander
Zverev both defied illness to join Federer and
Novak Djokovic in the next round. Del Potro,
the third seed, said that he is suffering from a
virus and reviewing his health “hour by hour”,
after labouring past France’s Richard
Gasquet.

The Argentine lost Sunday’s final of the
China Open in Beijing to unseeded Nikoloz
Basilashvili and afterwards revealed that he

had been unwell. Three days on and the 30-
year-old continues to be under the weather,
but just about did enough to see off Gasquet
7-5, 7-6 (9/7).

Between coughs at his post-match press
conference, Del Potro said: “It wasn’t easy to
play for me today, I did what I can. I didn’t
run too much. “But I’m going like hour by
hour and see how I’m feeling,” added Del
Potro, who plays 13th seed Borna Coric of
Croatia next in Shanghai.

“I got lucky that I won, but tomorrow will
be a different day. “If I have a good night
today and I have a good recovery tomorrow
morning, maybe I will feel a little bit better for
tomorrow night and play better than today.”
The 21-year-old Zverev fought off a cold-he

has had a sore throat and blocked nose for a
few days-and the raw power of Basilashvili,
winning 7-5, 6-4.

The fourth seed will play Australia’s world-
ranked 33 Alex de Minaur. Zverev said that
Basilashvili, who is up to a career-high rank-
ing of 23, “knows how to play, definitely”.
“Probably the hardest-hitting player I have
ever played against,” said Zverev.

Number two seed Djokovic nailed his
place in the last 16 on Tuesday with a con-
vincing victory over Jeremy Chardy. The
Serb, who is in sparkling form having won
Wimbledon and the US Open this summer,
plays the 16th seed Marco Cecchinato of
Italy today. —AFP

SHANGHAI: Fernando Verdasco’s treatment of a ball
boy who failed to bring him his sweaty towel fast
enough has thrust tennis players’ attitudes towards the
child volunteers into the spotlight, and could prompt
changes. The 34-year-old Spaniard has not comment-
ed on the incident, when he aggressively gesticulated
at a ball boy to hurry up during last month’s Shenzhen
Open in China.

The footage went viral on social media and saw
Verdasco heavily criticised. Judy Murray, the former
British Fed Cup captain and mother of three-time
Grand Slam winner Andy, tweeted: “What about a rule
that makes players get their own towels?”

Others, while condemning Verdasco’s behaviour,
pointed out that he is by no means the first tennis play-
er to treat a ball kid harshly. Last week at the China
Open, the Belarusian Aryna Sabalenka was caught in
footage shaking an empty bottle in the apparent direc-
tion of a ball boy, before tossing it on the floor.

“I don’t care how good a tennis player you are but
this type of behaviour needs to STOP,” tweeted Anne
Keothavong, Britain’s Fed Cup captain.

At this week’s Shanghai Masters, Roger Federer
said tennis sets the standard for many sports when it
comes to respectful behaviour-and that must extend to
the treatment of ball boys and girls.

“The ball kids are really important to us because
they are also maybe the future of our game, like I was,”
said the Swiss, a ball boy before going on to become a
20-time Grand Slam champion. “You don’t want to
have them leaving with feeling, oh my God, I was not

appreciated or I was not liked or it was a horrible
thing.”

But Federer, 37, the defending champion in
Shanghai, pointed out that emotions run high in the
heat of a match and that tennis is more intense now
than in the past. In 2015 Novak Djokovic, now a 14-
time Grand Slam winner, apologised to a Wimbledon
ball girl after he screamed in her direction, leaving her
looking shaken.   

TOWEL RACK 
The Verdasco incident in particular highlighted the

issue of ball kids being asked to handle sweaty and
snotty towels for players, many of whom like to wipe
their faces after each point. Federer said that players
are under pressure not to hold games, up so it is
quicker for the ball boy to hand them the towel rather
than fetch it themselves.

“The show’s got to (keep) moving on. So all this
stuff, it’s quite hectic to be quite honest, even though it
seems like we have a lot of time,” he said on Tuesday.
One solution is a towel rack at the back of the court.

That will be tested out at next month’s Next Gen
ATP Finals in Milan, which brings together the best
players aged 21 and under. World number one Rafael
Nadal has spoken out, saying that he is not a fan
because it will slow matches down.

Kei Nishikori, Japan’s world number 12, agrees.
“Maybe I don’t prefer that one. Maybe that may take
some time,” he said. Federer, who said players often
use their towel wipe-down to gather their thoughts

between points, is happy to see the racks given a go,
but has his reservations.

“If now you’ve got a hook or a rail in the back, I
don’t know, it’s like are you wasting extra three sec-
onds of time each and every point? “Which doesn’t

sound like a lot, but you add that over a five-hour
match, next thing you know, you saw much less tennis.”

This year’s US Open introduced a 25-second serve
clock for all matches, an innovation which will also be
used at the Australian Open in January. —AFP
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HONG KONG: Li Na’s shining exam-
ple and the explosion of tournaments
in China after her Grand Slam wins
has triggered the emergence of a new
generation of Chinese players, the
country’s top two women have said.

Wang Qiang, 26, and Zhang Shuai,
29, said confidence was now growing
among Chinese players after a quiet
spell since trailblazer Li, a two-time
major-winner, retired in 2014. Wang
Qiang, ranked 24th, and 40th-placed
Zhang head a list of four Chinese
players in the current top 100, and
there are 11 in the top 200 including
17-year-old US Open junior champi-
on Wang Xiyu.

“Li Na has given us all a lot of
hope,” Zhang said at the Hong Kong
Open. “When she won the Grand
Slams I think more people decided
to try tennis and try to believe in
themselves.” She added: “Now we
have so many tournaments in China I
think a lot of young players have
more opportunities to make a higher
ranking.”

Zhang, who turned professional in
2006, said the game was now a big hit
among Chinese fans. China has seven

WTA Tour-level tournaments this
year. “For sure it’s more popular than
it was five years ago because unlike
with other sports, almost every week
there is a big tournament,” she said.

Wang Qiang, seeded sixth in Hong
Kong, said Li’s achievements stood as
a “goal” for her career, and had kick-
started the development of tennis in
China. “Other players are now doing
really well so I think China has a good
future,” she said. 

Torrential downpours delayed play
at the Hong Kong Open Thursday by
more than four hours, but after sec-
ond-round matches eventually got
underway eighth seed Alize Cornet
went down to Thailand’s Luksika
Kumkhum after a drama-filled clash
which saw both players struggle to
hold their serve.  

The France world number 44 —
who lost in a third set tiebreak after
almost three hours-appeared frustrat-
ed on court, repeatedly throwing her
racket to the floor, shouting to herself
and clashing with the chair umpire
over disputed line calls.  Fans were
sympathetic over the effect the rain
delay had on players.  —AFP

BEIJING: File photo shows Fernando Verdasco of Spain hits a return during his men’s singles second round match
against Nikoloz Basilashvili of Georgia at the China Open tennis tournament in Beijing on October 4, 2018.  — AFP

SHANGHAI: Roger Federer of Switzerland hits a return against Daniil Medvedev of Russia
during their men’s singles second round match at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament
yesterday. — AFP

Sponsored by KIB, national
champs Al-Fadhil, Al-Omar
nab top honors at Int’l Jet
Ski Championship
KUWAIT: In a continuation of its ongoing support of sports-related
activities and talented local youth, KIB sponsored two world champi-
ons, Abdullah Al-Fadhil and Abdulrahman Al-Omar at the International
Jet Ski Championship. The championship was recently held at Lake
Havasu City, Arizona.

KIB expressed its honor in sponsoring these accomplished, young
champions who continue to raise Kuwait’s standing internationally The
Bank also lauded their outstanding performance throughout their ath-
letic career, as Kuwaiti Jet-Skier Abdullah Al-Fadhil ranked third in the
Senior Pro Ski category at the end of the championship; thereby pro-
moting Kuwait across some of the strongest categories in the tourna-
ment. Moreover, Al-Fadhil, the only Arab participant in this category,
competed alongside 16 of the most accomplished athletes across the
globe. National champion, Abdulrahman Al-Omar, was also awarded a
gold medal in the Stock Asp Nat Runabout Pro-am event, as well as a
silver medal in the Expert Runabout Stock category. 

KIB also pointed out that this sponsorship came as part of its
impactful social responsibility program that aims at supporting sports
activities and helping talented local youth excel across various local,
regional and international tournaments. Additionally, the Bank sup-
ports these initiatives in order to improve the abilities of youth and
support their aspirations to become capable leaders that build a bet-
ter future for the nation.

It is worth noting that sports initiatives and activities continue to be a
cornerstone of KIB’s leading social responsibility program, as the Bank
always strives to promote sports culture across the local community.

Abdullah Al-Fadhil 

Abdulrahman Al-Omar

New all-female
series aims to
get women 
to Formula One
LONDON: A new all-female racing
series was launched yesterday, supported
by former grand prix driver David
Coulthard and top designer Adrian
Newey, with the aim of helping women
racers get to Formula One.

No woman has competed in Formula
One since 1976 but organisers of the ‘W
Series’ hope to provide a platform for
them to develop skills before taking on
the men further up the motorsport ladder.

With a planned start in May 2019, the
series said it will offer a prize fund of $1.5
million and free entry for 18-20 competi-
tors who will be selected purely on merit
after tests and appraisals. The overall
winner will collect $500,000, with prize
money down to 18th place.

Organisers said they aimed to stage
six 30 minute races at top circuits in
Europe, most of which were past Formula
One venues, with identical 1.8 litre
Formula Three cars. Future seasons
would see the series expand to America,
Asia and Australia.

“At the heart of W Series’ DNA is the
firm belief that women can compete
equally with men in motorsport. However,
an all-female series is essential in order to
force greater female participation,”
organisers said in a statement.

Coulthard, winner of 13 grands prix
between 1995 and 2003, is on the adviso-
ry board along with Red Bull’s technical
head Newey and both will be involved in
the driver training programme. Former
McLaren team manager Dave Ryan has
been appointed racing director, while the
chief executive is lawyer and corporate
finance banker Catherine Bond Muir.

The idea of an all-female series is not
new but has been controversial in the
past, with top women racers adamant
they want to compete against the men
rather than be separated. Spaniard
Carmen Jorda caused a storm last year
when she advocated such a series on the
grounds that women had a physical dis-
advantage and could not compete equally
with men at top level.

Claire Williams, deputy principal of the
Williams Formula One team, said this year
that an all-female championship would be
a “regressive step”. British racer Pippa
Mann, a winner in the US Indy Lights
series and who has competed six times in
the Indianapolis 500, declared the latest
move “a sad day for motorsport”.

“Those with funding to help female
racers are choosing to segregate them as
opposed to supporting them,” she said on
Twitter yesterday. “I am deeply disap-
pointed to see such a historic step back-
wards take place in my lifetime.”

Coulthard said, however, that women
tended to reach a ‘glass ceiling’ at Formula
Three level, often due to a lack of funding,
and needed help. Newey hoped W Series
would create “a platform on which women
drivers can improve by racing one another
and from which they may then spring-
board their careers forward and ... ulti-
mately race successfully in F1.” —Reuters

Li Na generation making its
mark, say Chinese players


