
News in brief

EPA: No oil spill in Kuwait Bay 

KUWAIT: The Environment Public Authority (EPA) underlined
no oil spills were detected in Kuwait Bay along beaches and
coastlines near the Doha beach resort. After the circulation of so-
cial media reports about an oil spill, the EPA dispatched teams to
survey the area. The endeavor, which involved satellite imaging
and the surveying of the area, was carried out with the help of
the Regional Organization for the Protection of the Marine Envi-
ronment and Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research. The surveys
did not spot any oil spills in the area, it affirmed. Additionally, a
separate survey conducted in coordination with the Ministry of
Electricity and Water found no traces of oil at water station en-
trances and exits in the area. — KUNA 

Caution urged over cyclone 

MUSCAT: Kuwaiti citizens in Oman have been advised against
the impact of the incoming cyclone Luban. Kuwait’s embassy in
the sultanate, in a statement yesterday, urged Kuwaiti nationals
in the sultanate, particularly in Dhofar, Al-Wasta and Salalah, to
take precautions due to the cyclone. Cyclone Luban is expected
to hit southern parts of Oman and Yemeni islands. The embassy
is reachable on the phone numbers: 0096824699626,
0096824696095, 0096824696097 and 0096892870055. In
May, Cyclone Mekunu killed at least 30 people in southern Oman
and the Yemeni island of Socotra. — KUNA

Leiden opens Babtain Centre 

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s Abdulaziz Saud Al-Babtain Cultural Foun-
dation, opened a center specialized in Arab culture at Leiden Uni-
versity of the Netherlands. This came during a ceremony held at
the university on Wednesday, attended by Kuwait’s Ambassador
to the Netherlands Abdulrahman Al-Otaibi and a number of sen-
ior academics at the university and cultural and social figures. The
center is a sign of cultural communication, as it eliminate the
geopolitical boundaries and it is a move towards wider horizons
of culture, General Secretary of the Foundation Abdulahman Al-
Babtain said in a speech. Leiden University was founded in 1575
and is the oldest university in the Netherlands, and today it is one
of the leading research universities in Europe. — KUNA 

Kuwait supports UN peacekeeping 

NEW YORK: Kuwait reiterated support of the role of the United
Nations in peacekeeping and maintaining international security
and stability, a Kuwaiti diplomat said yesterday. Kuwait has seen
positive developments within the peacekeeping domain, especially
with the UN providing clear goals to ensure peace and stability
in regions suffering from conflicts, member of the Kuwaiti perma-
nent delegation to the UN headquarters in New York Ali Al-Yahya
said during a UN session on peacekeeping. He added that the UN
General Assembly resolutions on financing peacekeeping opera-
tions were a shared responsibility of all member states of the UN.
This mutual act ensures the continuation of peacekeeping missions
and enables personnel to carry on their missions to bring peace
globally, affirmed the Kuwaiti diplomat. — KUNA 

Kuwait aspires to develop AIIB 

KUALA LUMPUR: Kuwait, as a founding member of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB), aspires to contribute to
broadening its operations in the development sector, said the vis-
iting Kuwaiti minister of finance. Nayef Al-Hajraf made the asser-
tion during a meeting with the AIIB chairmanship delegation, as
part of his activities during and on the margins of annual meetings
by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank
(WB), held on the Indonesian island of Bali. “We aspire to con-
tribute to overhauling and expanding the bank in development
spheres,” the minister said during the meeting. Kuwait is willing
to help with expertise of the Public Investment Authority (PIA)
and Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED), he
indicated. The Beijing-headquartered AIIB is the third largest in-
vestment bank in the world. —KUNA 
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Kuwaitis working to minimize 
climate impact on agriculture

VIENNA: Kuwaiti researchers have taken part in scientific projects in co-
operation with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Austria,
focusing on methods to develop agriculture in Kuwait despite climatic chal-
lenges. Dr Habiba Al-Mnai from Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research
(KISR) indicated in an interview with KUNA that she and other Kuwaiti sci-
entists had been involved in applying techniques to enhance the quality of
fertilizer and using atomic processes for management of irrigation systems.

Kuwait largely depends on agricultural imports due to domestic climatic
difficulties, namely high heat, scarcity of rain and infertile soil. These proj-
ects, she explains, aim to enhance agricultural production and minimize ad-
verse impact of factors such as the harsh weather and high salinity in the
sand on plant growth. Seeds have been brought from Kuwait and exposed
to gamma radiation, she says, indicating that the work aims at extracting
DNA from some shrubs as part of a bid to make plants withstand the harsh
climate in Kuwait.

Abdullah Al-Shatti, another Kuwaiti scientist, presented a scientific proj-
ect using nuclear applications to measure humidity in the soil and proportion
of nitrogen to ration fertilizer consumption. Kuwait is partaking with 10 sci-
entific projects with the IAEA for 2018-2019. Some of them are designed to
ensure effective usage of water for crops, utilize underground water, monitor
spread of toxic mushrooms as well as hazardous radiation. — KUNA 

VIENNA: Kuwaiti researchers take part in scientific proj-
ects in cooperation with the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). — KUNA 

JACC hosts ’80s seminar 

Kuwait affirms 
stand toward 
disarmament 
NEW YORK: In light of the growing use
of prohibited weapons in all their forms,
Kuwait affirmed its stand towards all inter-
national calls related to weapon disarma-
ment. This came during a speech delivered
by the First Secretary of Kuwait’s perma-
nent delegation to the United Nation Me-
shari Al-Muzaini, during a session late
Wednesday of the Security Council on dis-
armament and international security.

Muzaini mentioned that Kuwait has

signed and ratified many international
agreements and treaties related to disar-
mament, such as Non-proliferation of nu-
clear weapons, and the Convention on
the Prohibition of the Development, Pro-
duction, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical
Weapons. Kuwait also ratified the Con-
vention on Prohibition and destruction of
Biological and Toxin Weapons, Compre-
hensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, Con-
vention on Early Notification of a
Nuclear Accident, and the additional
protocol of the comprehensive safe-
guards agreements.

Muzaini stressed the importance of
these treaties and conventions particularly
those related to the Nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty (NPT). The secretary
pointed out the right of all States to de-

velop their research and possess nuclear
technology for peaceful purposes in line
with the safeguards system of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency. “Despite
Kuwait commitment to international
agreements, we are concerned of the con-
tinued failure of implementing terms of
some treaties in this framework,” he said. 

Muzaini called on all member states to
work on finding effective ways and means
to overcome the growing challenges of in-
ternational peace and security. “The estab-
lishment of a weapon free zone is one of
the most important issues of Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty, However, our region is far
from achieving this objective with Israel’s
continued possession of these weapons
and its violation of all international resolu-
tions,” Muzaini explained. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Second 80s seminar opened at Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad Cultural Center on Wednesday evening to shed light on
an array of Kuwait TV productions dating from that golden era.
Excerpts from TV dramas, programs, songs and ads screened
during the opening session greatly appealed to the audience.

Director of the public relations department of the center Oth-

man Al-Jiran said the rich TV productions of the ’80s reflect var-
ious aspects of the cultural, entertainment, artistic, religious and
sports movements in Kuwait. The event continues for four days
and tickets have been sold out, which signals the great appeal of
the seminar, based on the success of the first edition of the semi-
nar, Jiran said. —KUNA  


