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JERUSALEM: Israel’s military said it destroyed a
Hamas-built tunnel extending into its territory from the
Gaza Strip yesterday that was intended for attacks.
Military spokesman Jonathan Conricus said it was the
15th such tunnel discovered and destroyed by Israel
in the past year. There were no indications of casual-
ties linked to the destruction of the tunnel around one
kilometer in length (less than a mile) and which origi-
nated from the Khan Yunis area of southern Gaza. It
extended around 200 meters into Israeli territory,
Conricus said, adding Israel’s army had been monitor-
ing its construction for several months. He declined to
elaborate on how the tunnel was destroyed, but said
“combat engineering means” were used. Conricus
called it a “complex tunnel system with various con-
nections and branches.” Israel has in recent months
employed technology to detect and destroy tunnels
without bombing them, including by filling them with
material to make them unusable.

Israel is also building an underground wall
around the blockaded Gaza Strip to stop tunnel dig-
ging. Work on the massive project is expected to be
completed by the end of 2019, Conricus said. Con-
ricus alleged Hamas used new methods in building
the tunnel destroyed Thursday that seemed intended
to evade Israel’s detection methods. He declined
however to provide specifics, but noted it was
equipped with electricity and communication hard-
ware. The destruction of the tunnel comes amid
months of protests and clashes along the Gaza bor-
der that have raised fears of a fourth war since 2008
between Israel and Hamas, the Islamist movement
that runs the Palestinian enclave.

At least 198 Palestinians have been killed by Israeli
fire in Gaza since the protests began on March 30,
while one Israeli soldier has been shot dead by a
Palestinian sniper in that time. Israel says its actions
during the protests and clashes are necessary to de-
fend the border and stop infiltrations and attacks,
which it accuses Hamas of seeking to carry out. Pales-
tinians and rights groups say protesters have been
shot while posing little threat. The last conflict be-
tween Israel and Palestinian militants in Gaza in 2014
was waged in part over tunnels that were used to
carry out attacks within Israel. 

Aid to Gaza
Meanwhile, Qatar has pledged $150 million in aid

for Gaza, a day after fuel purchased by the Gulf state
arrived at the only power station in the Hamas-run en-
clave. A statement from Doha’s foreign ministry said
the money had been pledged via the Qatar Develop-
ment Fund, the government body responsible for dis-
tributing the country’s foreign aid. “Under the
directives of His Highness Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
al-Thani, the Amir of Qatar, the Qatar Development
Fund has pledged $150 million in humanitarian aid to
alleviate the humanitarian crisis in the besieged Gaza
Strip,” the ministry said. 

It added that the United Nations Development
Program would oversee distribution of the aid. The
UN estimated the value of Qatar’s earlier donation of
fuel at $60 million. The world body says Israel’s 11-
year blockade of the enclave, ruled by Islamist move-
ment Hamas, has resulted in a “catastrophic”
humanitarian situation. 

Gaza’s two million residents endure dire living
conditions including a shortage of safe drinking
water and regular power cuts, partly due to a lack
of fuel for the strip’s power station. For months Gaza
residents have been receiving an average of just four
hours of mains electricity a day. Gaza residents have
staged regular protests since March along the ter-
ritory’s border with Israel, sparking deadly gunfire
from Israeli troops and fears of an all-out conflict
between Hamas and Israel, which have fought three
wars since 2008.

Hamas has been in control of Gaza since 2007.
Much of the international community considers the
group a terrorist organization and Hamas has rejected
calls to recognize Israel. Qatar, which has poured bil-
lions into Gaza, is home to former prominent members
of Hamas including ex-leader Khaled Meshaal. Those
ties came under intense scrutiny when a diplomatic
crisis broke out in June 2017, pitting Qatar against a
Saudi-led bloc that accuses the gas-rich emirate of
supporting “extremists” and being too close to Iran.
Qatar denies the charges. —Agencies
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GAZA: A tanker delivers fuel at the Gaza power plant in Nuseirat, in the central Gaza Strip. Trucks carrying
Qatari-bought fuel entered the Gaza Strip on October 9 to help power the Palestinian enclave’s only power
station.  —AFP

Majorca death 
toll rises to 12 
MAJORCA: Rescue workers found the bodies
of a man and a woman yesterday on Spain’s
holiday island of Majorca, bringing to 12 the
death toll from flash floods that tore through
streets and swept away cars. Emergency serv-
ices in the Balearic archipelago tweeted that a
man and a woman were found near Arta, one
of the affected towns, “close to the area”
where the car of a missing German couple had
been found. A spokesman for the Guardia Civil
police said the bodies were “possibly” those
of the two missing Germans.

Rescue workers were still searching for a
five-year-old boy missing after intense rain
surprised locals on Tuesday afternoon. Locals
only had a precious few seconds to react be-
fore a torrent descended. A massive clean-up
was under way in the mud-covered streets of
Sant Llorenc des Cardassar, one of the worst-
hit towns, with excavation machines clearing
streets of debris. Soldiers used shovels to clear
the thick mud from the streets of the town, 60
kilometers (40 miles) east of the island’s capi-
tal of Palma.

Locals tried to recover lost valuables from
the wreckage of their homes with the help of
volunteers.  Some 900 emergency services
workers were involved in the clean-up opera-
tion and search for the missing, the public ad-
ministration minister in the regional
government of the Balearic Islands, Catalina
Caldera, told reporters. The missing child had
been in a car in Sant Llorenc with his mother,
who was one of those killed, a spokesman for
the central government’s representative in the
Balearic Islands said. The boy’s sister survived.
Local media reported that the mother managed
to save her daughter before being swept away.

‘Disaster’
Emergency services tweeted that six men

and four women were killed. A British couple
and a Dutch woman were among the dead.
The elderly British couple were travelling in a
taxi which got swept away by flood waters,
the spokesman said. They were reportedly on
their way to their hotel in the east coast fish-
ing town of Cala Bona after landing at Palma
airport. The taxi driver was also among the
dead. His body was found a distance away
from where the taxi was found with the two
Britons inside. One of the male victims could
not yet be identified but is also believed to be
a foreigner. —AFP

Some journalists in 
Bangladesh allege 
‘breach of trust’ 
DHAKA: More than 100 journalists
staged a protest in Bangladesh’s capital
yesterday, their faces covered in black
cloth, accusing Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina of breach of trust in enacting a law
they fear is aimed at curbing press free-
dom. Hasina’s government has defended
the Digital Security Act, passed by par-
liament last month, saying it aims to con-
trol cyber crimes. But journalists say the
law that carries prison sentences of up to
14 years for anyone trying to secretly
record information inside government
buildings will create a climate of fear.

They said the government had gone
back on its commitment to reconsider
some of the harsh provisions. The Editors’
Council expressed “deep disappoint-
ment” that a promise made by cabinet
ministers in recent weeks to work to-
wards amending the law had not been
kept. “(The council) considers this a
breach of trust that it had reposed, in

good faith, on the commitment made by
three senior cabinet ministers,” the group
said in a statement.

Information Minister Hasanul Haq and
two other ministers had promised journal-
ists last month that their concerns over the
law would be raised at the weekly cabinet
meeting chaired by the prime minister, the
council said. Haq told Reuters there were
other items on the agenda at recent cabi-
net meetings, due to which the journalists’
concerns could not be discussed. “We
have told the prime minister about the
concerns of the Editors’ Council and we
hope that in next cabinet meeting they
may be raised for discussion.”

Critics see the law as Hasina’s latest
move to suppress freedom of speech
ahead of national elections in December,
when she will be seeking a third consec-
utive term against an opposition in disar-
ray. The main opposition party’s leaders
have been jailed this year over charges
ranging from corruption to a plot to as-
sassinate Hasina. The new law combines
existing measures such as the much-crit-
icized colonial-era Official Secrets Act
with tough new provisions. The Editors’
Council asked that the law be amended in
the last session of the parliament that
starts on Oct 21. —Reuters


