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Visitors look at a painting on display at Nabu Museum.

A statue of Phoenician deity Baal is seen on display at Nabu
Museum.

Artifacts are seen
on display at

Nabu Museum.

At a new private museum in Lebanon, a
contemporary sculpture of a mortar
missile is displayed alongside millenia-
old statues retrieved from the bottom

of the sea. Named after the Mesopotamian god
of wisdom, the Nabu Museum opened in late
September to showcase the cultural wealth of an
ancient region devastated by conflict. Its inau-
gural exhibition includes 60 contemporary
works, as well as around 400 antiquities from
Lebanon, Iraq, Syria, Egypt and Yemen. “We

have a more or less complete picture of what
was once the cradle of civilization,” says French
curator Pascal Odille. Next to a private beach in
the village of El-Heri in Lebanon’s north, the mu-
seum’s collection sits in an impressive futuristic
cube of steel, coated with a rusty orange patina.

A tall glass opening in the metal and concrete
structure provides a view straight through the
museum’s interior and out to the sea. Designed
by Iraqi artists, the museum for the first time
opens up the private art and antiquities collec-
tions of wealthy businessmen to the public for
free. Drawn from the homes and warehouses of
its patrons, the exhibits are displayed on two
floors, floodlit by the sunlight streaming through
the tall windows.

A picture of the Nabu
Museum, in Lebanon’s
El-Heri village, north of
Beirut. — AFP photos

MODERN ART, ANTIQUES ON SHOW 
AT Lebanon cube museum

A view of Lebanon’s Nabu Museum overlooking the Mediterranean Sea in the village of El-Heri, north of Beirut.

Nabu is the god of 
writing and wisdom. 
Not the god of war   


