
MINNESOTA: The Minnesota Vikings righted
the ship somewhat against the Philadelphia Eagles
last week, avenging last year’s NFC Championship
Game loss and getting back to .500 at 2-2-1.

With only one road trip between now and Nov
18, Minnesota has a great opportunity to put to-
gether a string of wins ahead of back-to-back
NFC North showdowns in Weeks 11 (at Chicago)
and 12 (vs Green Bay).

First up will be a visit Sunday from the Arizona
Cardinals, who bagged their first win last week
over the San Francisco 49ers to move to 1-4. The
Cardinals have little time to celebrate, as they host
the Broncos back in Glendale, Ariz., just four days
after their trip to Minneapolis. The tight schedule
could be particularly taxing for a defense that
faced 98 plays in San Francisco.

“You’ll definitely feel different,” said safety An-
toine Bethea, who racked up 13 tackles without
missing a snap. “There’s a little bit of wear and tear.
You’ve got to get in the cold tub, hot tub, do what-
ever you’ve got to do to get back right. It’s a six-
day process.”

That unit will be charged with slowing down a
surprisingly high-volume passing game, as the
Vikings have leaned very heavily on $86 million
man Kirk Cousins. Averaging 45.2 pass attempts
per game, Cousins is on pace for 723 this season,
well beyond his career high of 606.

Slinging it so often isn’t normal for a Mike
Zimmer-coached team, but he doesn’t mind if it

produces results. “I don’t really care about sta-
tistics,” Zimmer said. “I just want to get wins. I
don’t care how we do it. Obviously, I have a phi-
losophy, but we have to do what we have to do
to win football games.”

Running back Dalvin Cook remains limited by
a hamstring injury and might not play Sunday.
While Zimmer hits the gas with Cousins, the Car-
dinals have been less aggressive with rookie quar-
terback Josh Rosen, who has 52 attempts in two
starts, and the results have been inconsistent. After
moving the ball well despite receiver drops in
Week 4, Arizona gained more than 39 yards on just
one drive last week, a 75-yard TD on its first play.

Rosen said he and the whole group need to
execute better, as various players have taken
turns short-circuiting the attack at different times.
“We have just sort of one-off mental mistakes
everywhere,” Rosen said. “Me, linemen, receivers,
running backs. ...When you have eight or nine
people making one mistake on separate plays,
you almost just want to be like, ‘Alright guys, let’s
all screw up this first play together and then play
great from then on.’”

Entering his second road start, Rosen is em-
bracing what should be a more hostile environ-
ment than the sparse Levi’s Stadium crowd he saw
last week. “I love people yelling and screaming at
you,” he said. “...The quick silence of a tough third
down in the red zone, those are pretty fun.”

Rosen’s top receiver, 15th-year veteran Larry

Fitzgerald, is looking forward to the trip for a dif-
ferent reason. A Vikings ball boy in high school,
Fitzgerald has never won or caught a touchdown
at Minnesota in five games.

Fitzgerald (hamstring/back) joined tackles D.J.
Humphries (knee) and Andre Smith (hamstring)
and left guard Mike Iupati (shoulder) in missing
Wednesday’s practice, but all should play Sunday,

per head coach Steve Wilks. For the Vikings, left
tackle Riley Reiff (foot) and safety Andrew
Sendejo (groin) were out, while Cook (hamstring)
was limited after missing games in Week 3 and 5.
Zimmer was pleased with how Rashod Hill, who
moved to the left side, and rookie Brian O’Neill,
who came in on the right, played after Reiff was
hurt on Sunday. — Reuters
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at Arizona, rookie QB Rosen

‘We have just sort of one-off mental mistakes everywhere’

Former NBA coach
Tex Winter dead
LOS ANGELES:Tex Winter, who teamed with Phil Jackson
to lead the Chicago Bulls and Los Angeles Lakers to multiple
NBA championships, died Wednesday in New York. He was
96. Winter pioneered the triangle offense that the Bulls and
Lakers both used to dominated the league for years.

“I learned so much from Coach Winter. He was a pioneer
and a true student of the game,” Michael Jordan told the
Chicago Tribune. “His triangle offense was a huge part of our
six championships with the Bulls. He was a tireless worker.
Tex was always focused on details and preparation and a
great teacher. 

“I was lucky to play for him. My condolences to his fam-
ily.” Winter began his coaching career at Kansas State Uni-
versity in 1947. At age 30, he became the youngest coach in
US college basketball. He was hired as an assistant coach
with Chicago in 1985 where he joined forces with head
coach Jackson to guide the Jordan-led Bulls to NBA titles in
1991, 1992, 1993, 1996, 1997 and 1998.

Winter eventually followed Jackson to the Los Angeles
Lakers. They guided the Lakers to three championships from
2000 to 2002. “On behalf of the entire Lakers organization,
I’d like to express our sadness at the passing of Tex Winter,”
said Jeanie Buss, the Lakers chief executive officer. “Tex was
a mentor to many of our coaches and players.” —AFP

PHILADELPHIA: File photo shows quarterback Carson Wentz #11 of the Philadelphia Eagles runs with
the ball against defensive tackle Jaleel Johnson #94 of the Minnesota Vikings during the second
quarter at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. —AFP

Kuwait Squash 
Federation holds general
assembly meeting 
KUWAIT: Kuwait Squash Federation held its ordinary general
assembly meeting Wednesday. The meeting was chaired by Chair-

man of the Board of KSA Adel Al-Ghareeb, with Secretary Gen-
eral Mushari Al-Hamad, and Assistant Treasurer Ali Al-Sarraf.

The clubs were represented by Mohammad Al-Hamad from
Tadhamon, Yousuf Asad from Al-Arabi, Mohammad Al-Jamal
from Qurain, Fahad Al-Yaqout from Kheitan, Ismail Al-Aryan from
Salmiya and Shihab Haji from Al-Ghareeb welcomed those in at-
tendance and lauded the club’s cooperation with the board of di-
rectors. The general assembly approved the administrative and
financial reports.

Yousuf Asad, on behalf of the general assembly thanked the
board of directors for reducing fees and canceling fees of
loaning players.


