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US Visa applications: What you 
need to know about the process 

Procedures, dos and don’ts and Green Card lottery 
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: US visa applications in Kuwait
have increased by around 15 percent com-
pared to the same period last year.
According to Robin Busse, the US Embassy
Deputy Consular Chief/Visa Chief, the
increase is propelled in particular by appli-
cations from third country nationals.
Speaking exclusively with Kuwait Times,
Busse said the number of applications by
Kuwaitis also increased, as majority of our
visa customers continue to be Kuwaitis. The
procedures and regulations implemented at
the embassy for acquiring a US visa remain
the same, except for some minor changes.  

“In order to make it known to everyone,
we created new pictorial signage that
doesn’t use words. It is placed at the con-
sular parking lot and at the first security
checkpoint to inform the public what not to
bring inside the consular section in order
to avoid delays,” Busse said. Prohibited
items include cigarette lighters and all
electronic items such as phones, cameras,
smart watches, flash drives and head-
phones. 

“These are all items which you cannot
bring inside the embassy. If you bring these
items, you will be asked to leave them in
your car, or worse, you will have to
reschedule the appointment. We do not
allow things to be kept at the security
checkpoint. Normally, delays are self-
inflicted because applicants bring prohibit-
ed items which should not be brought at the
embassy. We do this for security purposes.
Once you are permitted to enter the
embassy, in about one hour the visa
process will be over and you can go back to
your workplaces,” he added. 

Procedures
Visa applicants for the purposes of

tourism and business are advised by the
consul to visit www.ustraveldocs.com and
download the application form. On the
website, applicants can set appointments
and pay the application fee through Burgan
Bank. “Applicants can choose the time to

attend the personal interview. Generally, we
receive visa applications three times a week
(during low seasons) and four times during
summer. Once a week, we entertain immi-
grant visa applications,” Busse said.

Many visa applications at the US
Embassy are filled by third party service
providers. While they are not illegal, the
Embassy cautions people on using their
services. “At the end of the day, it is still
about you. You are responsible for the
application and you should fill it truthfully,”
he said. “We do not mind vendors - if you
channel your application through service
providers, you will pay for their services,
but you are still responsible for the infor-
mation provided on the application form
and not the vendor. The problem is some
people forget to fill even the basic informa-
tion needed such as the date of birth, home
address and email. If the visa is approved,
they will get their passport with the visa
stamp via Aramex in five days or less.
Generally speaking from day one to finish,
you only need 10 to 14 days for the entire
visa process from scheduling an appoint-
ment to receipt of the visa,” said Busse.  

For student visa applications, the same
process is followed except that the student
has to provide the I-20 form. “This form is
provided by the university in the United
States they have applied to - it’s a docu-
ment that certifies they are admitted in that
university or college. They also have to
bring the receipt showing they have paid
the Student and Exchange Visitor
Information System (SEVIS) fee. The appli-
cation process is the same. The student
must also provide the documents mention-
ing how they are going to pay for the next
one year. We need to see bank statements
of their parents who will be paying for their
education. If the Ministry of Higher
Education is paying, we want to see the
Ministry approval on their scholarship
grant. Applicants can and should apply in
the country where they live, even if they are
not a citizen of that country,” Busse said.

Asked if there are instances of visa
denial, he said the vast majority of appli-

cants are successful. “The applicant needs
to overcome the presumption, built into
U.S. immigration law, that they are intend-
ing immigrants, by demonstrating that they
have strong ties to their country, which will
compel them to come back after studying
or visiting the United States. We look for
the applicant’s connections and ties in the
country where they live to make sure they
will actually come back, in the case of
tourist visas. For student visas, we also look
for who will finance their studies in the US,”
he explained. 

For Kuwaiti students, normally the US
government provides a 5-year visa, and a
10-year tourist visa for Kuwaitis; for
Egyptians and Lebanese for instance, it’s
five years. Busse advised would-be stu-
dents to the US to maintain their SEVIS
status. “The international student advisor is
very important to maintain your status. The
SEVIS database tracks students. Make sure
to maintain contact with the international
student advisor who can update your
SEVIS status, as needed, in order not to
experience a denial the next time you apply
for a student visa. Students can transfer
their SEVIS number from school A to
school B to avoid termination of SEVIS sta-
tus,” he said. 

Dos and don’ts 
When in the US, students have two ways

to learn - inside the classroom and just
being in the US, experiencing American
culture. When travelling to the United
States, he advised visitors to make sure the
passport is valid for up to six months.
“You’ll do what US citizens do. You are
subject to our laws and regulations if you
are in the US, so abide by the laws of the
land. It means if you have driving tickets for
speeding, I advise you to pay the fine
immediately. If you have a case filed
against you in court, go to the court and
settle it - don’t just leave the country; take
responsibility for it. While in the US, driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol or nar-
cotics is prohibited. We can revoke your
visa status on these grounds,” Busse

added. Revocation of the visa is usually
effective when the visitor leaves the US.

Green Card Lottery 
The Trump administration has issued a

presidential proclamation banning citi-
zens of six countries from traveling to the
US. So is the proclamation effective?
“Yes, it is, but there are some exceptions
to the Presidential Proclamation and pos-
sibility to waive the restrictions, usually
based on humanitarian factors,” Busse
said. “In fact, people who have won the
green card lottery from these countries
are being considered. Nationals who are
restricted from traveling to the US can
still apply and follow the same visa appli-
cation procedures. We examine it careful-
ly and we find ways to help. The presi-
dential proclamation is a complex matter
and there are exceptions and waivers in
this complex scenario - we consider
humanitarian issues,” he reiterated. 

US citizens/servicemen
Meanwhile, American Citizen Services

Chief Harvey Beasley noted the US
Embassy provides routine consular services
such as issuing new passports, renewing
existing passports and processing of birth
certificates. Notary services are also avail-
able for people to get their necessary doc-
uments. A new passport can be obtained in
two to three weeks. “My advice to US citi-
zens is to renew their passport early, and to
be sure to review our website for details on
which application to fill out and what to
bring to the Embassy. For example, when
renewing the passport of a minor, parents
should not forget to bring their child’s birth
certificate. Also, take care with photos.
Photographs should have a white back-
ground. US citizens can wear a hijab in
their passport photos, but they have to
show the hairline, please see our website at
kw.usembassy.gov for additional details. “
Beasley said.  

American Citizen Services Chief Harvey Beasley (left) and Robin Busse, the US Embassy
Deputy Consular Chief/Visa Chief.

By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A roundtable discussion with
local journalists was held at the British
Embassy in Kuwait with Her Majesty’s
Ambassador to Kuwait Michael
Davenport who recently completed a
year since taking office.  Davenport was
accompanied by Matt Nottingham, Head
of Political Section (Internal Affairs) at
the British Embassy. The new political
section head was also formally intro-
duced by Ambassador Davenport before
the start of the roundtable with
reporters. Davenport spoke about his
country’s excellent bilateral ties with
Kuwait which dates back several
decades.  

“Our ties have grown ever deeper and
closer in the last 12 months of my stay as
her Majesty’s Ambassador to Kuwait.
Our relationship is very dynamic and
constantly evolving in all areas of coop-
eration. We are very optimistic about the
future,” Davenport said. He lauded the
recent vote for Kuwait to become a per-
manent member in the UN Security
Council last January which he stressed is
also supported by the British govern-
ment among other countries. 

“We have had opportunities of high
level conversation with the exchange of
visits. The foreign minister of Kuwait vis-
ited London in July, and we discussed

the strong and established framework of
our relationship through a joint steering
group,” he added.  “One of the signifi-
cant highlights of our bilateral relations
is in the area of education. The number
of Kuwaitis going to the UK to study has
been steadily growing; we have now
5,500, some of them I have met recently.
That is something that we are really very
happy and proud of,” he said. 

The mobility and travels between the
two peoples is also bringing about the
introduction of a new electronic visa
system. “We see a significant increase in
the number of Kuwaitis travelling to the
UK and people from UK to Kuwait. We
are emphasizing the co-operations we
signed that coincided with the visit of
Sheikh Salman to London. I also want to
highlight the work we are doing in the
security side. We have several plans in
the short term including training exercis-
es with the Kuwait Armed forces early
next year, desert warrior exercises with
the Kuwait armed forces. We are also
exploring the possibility of training on a
more regular basis,” he added.

He also highlighted British economic
engagement with Kuwait with regards to
its vision 2035. “There is on-going
cooperation in the health and environ-
ment sector especially with the subject
of renewable energy.  If we are talking
about infrastructure, I am happy that
British companies are actively involved
in several engineering and design
departments especially in the construc-
tion of the new airport. A British compa-
ny is also involved in the oil and gas sec-
tor to help tackle the challenges of inflat-
ing oil prices and the eventually rise in
production,” he added. Several interna-
tional issues and concerns were also dis-
cussed including Brexit, the Scottish
desire for independence, issues within
the Middle East and Iran. 
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KUWAIT: Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Kuwait Michael Davenport (4th right) speak-
ing with local reporters. — Photo by Joseph Shagra

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: Director General of Public
Authority for Roads and Transport Eng
Ahmad Al-Hosan said that 37% of Seventh
Ring Road has been completed. He said work
is progressing as scheduled for the benefit of
developing and upgrading the road network
country wide, which is witnessing an unprece-
dented move in quality due to the efforts of all

the workers who are doing their best to com-
plete the road system and other infrastructure
upgrades.

Al-Hosan said in a statement that the proj-
ect is one of the most important projects
being executed by PART, as it will provide
links to Fahaheel Road to the area near Kabd.
It will stretch over a length of 21.8 Km and will
include seven intersections. It also includes a
part of the regional road system that links
Fahaheel road, through Seventh Ring Road
and all the way to Salmy Road covering nearly
93 km. PART Director General said the proj-
ect will allow traffic to flow freely without
traffic signals. The speed limit will also be
increased to 120 km/h.

Al-Hosan said the street was designed with
3 lanes on each side with the possibility of
adding a fourth lane in the future. This fourth
lane would be used as a waiting area for
trucks and pedestrian bridges. He said PART
is keen on following the execution steps in the

project and urges workers to increase their
efforts so it can be completed as scheduled.
This can be achieved through close follow
ups, field visits and regular reports from the
executive team inside the project to PART.
The project team should also work on facing
any worker challenges that may arise.

37% of Seventh
Ring Road 
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Eng Ahmad Al-Hosan

TUNIS: Kuwait has always rushed to help peo-
ple facing natural disasters around the globe,
the Gulf country’s top fireman said Friday, citing
the UN selection of His Highness the Amir

Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as
Humanitarian Leader as a testament to relent-
less philanthropy. General Khaled Al-Mekrad,
Director General of Kuwait fire Services
Directorate (KFSD), said crisis management and
disaster risk reduction were part of the humani-
tarian action.

Al-Mekrad, addressing the Arab-African
forum for Disaster Risk Reduction, said HH the
Amir of Kuwait has been leading the country’s
humanitarian efforts which has helped alleviate
the suffering of many people falling victim to
disasters around the world. He said Kuwait has
been cooperating with the UN Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) since
January 2017 to establish a national liaison
office. This cooperation was within the Sendai

Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, or
Sendai Framework, which is the first major
agreement of the 2015-30 Sustainable
Development Agenda. Kuwait, added Al-
Mekrad, increased national awareness about
Sendai Framework through organizing work-
shops with UNISDR.

Al-Mekrad held talks with UN officials to
discuss the implementation of Sendai
Framework, which has seven global targets and
four priorities in action. The priorities are:
understanding disaster risk, strengthening dis-
aster risk governance to manage disaster risk,
investing in disaster risk reduction for resilience
and enhancing disaster preparedness for effec-
tive response and to improve recovery, rehabili-
tation and reconstruction. — KUNA 
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TUNIS: General Khaled Al-Mekrad, Director General of Kuwait fire Services Directorate (KFSD) during the Arab-African forum for Disaster Risk Reduction. 


