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News in brief

Pipeline fire kills 30 

WARRI: At least 30 people were killed when a petrol pipeline
caught fire and exploded in southeast Nigeria after a raid by
suspected oil thieves, a survivor and officials said yesterday.
The incident happened in the town of Aba on Friday when
vandals burst the pipeline operated by the state-run Pipeline
and Product Marketing Company.  “The incident occurred at
about 1:30 am. Those burnt are more than 30 with many oth-
ers sustaining injuries,” said Nnamdi Tochukwu, a survivor on
his hospital bed in nearby Asaba.  A security officer, who did
not want to be identified, confirmed the death toll.  “Over 30
bodies were burnt at the scene before the arrival of security
operatives while many others are currently receiving medical
attention at various hospitals within and outside the town,” the
officer said.  The spokesman for Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) said the victims were vandals attempt-
ing to scoop petrol from the pipeline. —AFP 

Jihadi suspects charged 

PRISTINA: Four suspected jihadists have been charged in
Pristina on suspicion of planning a series of attacks includ-
ing at a church in Kosovo, two discos and unspecified
assaults in France and Belgium, judicial sources said yester-
day. The three men and a woman, all from Kosovo and
linked to the group Islamic State (IS), were arrested earlier
this year and charged on October 4, according to an indict-
ment seen by AFP. The plot leader, named as 26-year-old
Bujar Berhami, is also accused of being an organizer of a
thwarted attack on the Israeli national football team during
a World Cup qualifier in Albania in 2016. “The idea was to
start the attack with a drone against the Israelis, then with
Kalashnikovs,” Berhami is quoted as saying in the indict-
ment. Eight men were already sentenced in May to up to 10
years in prison for the foiled attack. —AFP 

12 killed in bomb attack 

KUNDUZ: A motorcycle carrying explosives blew up
among supporters of an Afghan election candidate yester-
day, killing at least 12 people, officials said, in the latest
attack on a political rally. Violence related to the parliamen-
tary vote has killed or wounded hundreds of people in
recent months and more militant attacks are expected ahead
of Afghanistan’s October 20 poll. Another 32 people were
wounded in the explosion in the northeastern province of
Takhar where parliamentary candidate Nazifa Yousefibek
had been campaigning, provincial governor spokesman
Mohammad Jawad Hejri said. Ambulances have been sent to
the remote district of Rustaq, but officials also are seeking to
airlift the wounded to hospitals, Hejri added. Provincial
police spokesman Khalil Assir put the death toll slightly
higher at 13. Yousefibek was not hurt in the blast.  —AFP 

Atiku picks running mate

LAGOS: Nigeria’s main opposition candidate Atiku
Abubakar has picked his deputy from the south-east of
the country, ahead of a bid to oust President
Muhammadu Buhari from power in next year’s election.
Abubakar, who will stand for the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) in February’s election, on Friday chose Peter
Obi, a former governor of Anambra, a south-eastern
stronghold for the party since 1999 when Nigeria
returned to civilian rule.  Buhari, a 75-year-old former
military ruler who took office in 2015, has faced criticism
from opponents for his handling of the economy, failing
health and leadership style. His ruling All Progressives
Congress (APC) controls one of the five states in the
south-east, while the PDP has three and another opposi-
tion party one. Abubakar, a deputy to ex-president
Olusegun Obasanjo from 1999 to 2007, has run for the
presidency four times without success.  —AFP 

WASHINGTON: Melania Trump has dismissed the
widespread talk about her husband President Donald
Trump’s reported affairs with a porn star and others,
saying she has “more important things to think about.”
Addressing for the first time allegations that have swirled
around her husband the first lady brushed off specula-
tion that her marriage is troubled and insisted she loves
life in the US capital. In a lengthy ABC television inter-
view, Trump did not deny the many stories of her hus-
band’s philandering. But she also made clear she does
not dwell on it. “It is not a concern and focus of mine,”
she said. “I’m a mother and a first lady, and I have much
more important things to think about and to do.” “I know
people like to speculate and media like to speculate
about our marriage,” she added. “It’s not always pleasant,
of course, but I know what is
right and what is wrong and
what is true and not true.”

The interview, excerpts of
which were released by ABC
ahead of a full broadcast Friday
evening, came after nearly two
roller-coaster years in the
White House, during which
Melania was frequently
thought to be on the verge of
breaking with President Trump,
as one woman after another
came forth claiming they had been paid to be quiet about
their affairs with him. But she gave no hint to ABC as to
how the stories affected her. Asked whether she loved her
husband, she answered: “Yes, we are fine. It’s what media
speculate, and it’s gossip. It’s not always correct stuff.”

Mysterious, impenetrable 
In a White House known for its inability to keep

secrets, the 48-year-old Slovenia-born former fashion
model, Trump’s third wife, remains mysterious and
impenetrable to the American public. She gave the inter-
view to ABC while she was on her first solo trip abroad

last week, to Africa where she sought to promote her
humanitarian efforts and US Agency for International
Development projects. Sitting in jodhpurs with a safari
pith helmet at her side, Trump was poised and confident
as she responded to uncomfortable questions on her
personal life with the real estate billionaire who now
leads the United States.

She is not the first lady to suffer gossip about a presi-
dent’s unfaithfulness. Hillary Clinton endured husband
Bill Clinton’s dalliance with Monica Lewinsky in the Oval
Office, and John F. Kennedy, president from 1961-63, was
a serial cheater on wife Jackie. But Donald Trump’s brash
behavior has left his wife constantly under the
Washington microscope, facing questions about whether
she will leave him and move back to New York with their

son Barron. She scoffed at
such talk in the ABC interview.
“I am enjoying it. I really love
to live in the Washington and
the White House,” she said.

‘Most bullied person’ 
In Africa, she visited hospi-

tals and schools and a wildlife
park in Ghana, Malawi and
Kenya, speaking to students
and feeding a baby elephant,
before stopping in Egypt to

visit the Giza pyramids. She hinted to ABC that life in
the White House was not easy, dealing with people she
didn’t always trust. “You always need to watch your
back,” she said. She also explained one reason why she
had made fighting cyber bullying a target of her “Be
Best” campaign. “I could say I’m the most bullied per-
son in the world,” she said, or “one of them, if you really
see what people are saying about me.” More comfort-
able facing a still camera than a microphone, Trump has
taken much longer than most first ladies to open up to
the media. The interview came just over three weeks
before the midterm congressional elections, in which

Trump’s record is expected to play a big part in how
voters cast their ballots.

Flak for fashion choices 
Also like past first ladies, Melania is constantly under

the microscope for her fashion choices, which lean
toward well-cut, refined but not flashy clothes from
Ralph Lauren and French-American designer Herve
Pierre. She took heavy flack in June when she wore a
$39 Zara jacket that had “I really don’t care, do u?” writ-

ten on the back, as she embarked on a trip to the
Mexican border to see immigrant children who had been
separated from their parents under her husband’s much
criticized policy. The target of that message was unclear.
Donning a pith helmet during her Nairobi stop last week,
and then an “Indiana Jones”-style Panama hat while in
Egypt, Melania Trump also drew fashion maven repri-
mands as “insensitive” to the continent’s colonial history.
Reporters should “talk about my trip and not what I
wear,” she responded during the journey. —AFP

US First Lady brushes off speculation

‘Yes we are fine’: Melania Trump 
dismisses gossip about marriage

NAIROBI: US First Lady Melania Trump waves as she travels in a vehicle while on a safari at The Nairobi
National Park in this file photo. —AFP

Hurricane
Michael death
toll hits 17
MEXICO BEACH: The death toll from
Hurricane Michael has risen to at least 17
with fears it would continue to climb
more as search-and-rescue teams scour
the debris of the Florida town that bore
the brunt of the monster storm. “Mexico
Beach is devastated,” Florida Governor
Rick Scott said of the town where
Michael made landfall as a Category 4
storm on Wednesday. “It’s like a bomb
went off,” Scott said as he toured the
town of 1,000 people on the Gulf of
Mexico. “It’s like a war zone.” Rescue
teams were using sniffer dogs in Mexico
Beach on Friday to search for victims who
may be buried under the rubble in the
debris-strewn community. US media later
reported one death in the town-an elderly
man found alone, according to Mayor Al
Cathey. Officials said his body was found
hundreds of yards from his home.

Brock Long, head of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), warned that he expected the
toll to rise. “I hope we don’t see it climb
dramatically but I have reasons to
believe we still haven’t got into some of
the hardest hit areas,” he said. Dozens of
structures in Mexico Beach-homes,
shops and restaurants-were lifted off
their foundations by storm surge and 155
miles per hour (250 kph) winds and
moved hundreds of feet inland or

smashed to bits. “Very few people live to
tell what it’s like to experience storm
surge,” Long said. “Storm surge causes
the most amount of loss of life.”

‘Sticks’ 
State officials said Mexico Beach was

under mandatory evacuation orders but
some residents decided to stay and try
to ride out the storm. “You hope that
somehow at the last minute a bunch of
people got up and left or went some-
where else,” Florida Senator Marco
Rubio told CNN. Bob Tenbrunson, a
Mexico Beach retiree, rode out the
storm at his daughter’s house in nearby
Panama City and returned to survey the
damage to his home.

“I was going to stay here until it turned
to a Cat 4,” he said. “So I followed the
mandatory evacuation order and left with
my wife. “Luckily we did not get a surge,”
Tenbrunson said of his home. “I’ve got two
trees on the roof and a couple of holes on
the roof. I have been trying to patch it up
the best I can.” The rest of Mexico Beach
did not fare as well, and most beachfront
homes, restaurants and stores were oblit-
erated by the storm. “I spent my life sav-
ings and retirement to stay here so I can’t
sell it now,” Tenbrunson said. “I just have to
be hopeful that (the town) will be rebuilt
and fixed.”

Some residents arrived Friday with
vans or moving trucks, hoping to recover
as many personal effects from their
splintered homes as they could. Others
came with nothing-as there was nothing
left to save. Eight deaths from the storm
have been reported in Florida, five in
Virginia, one in Georgia and three in

North Carolina. The two deaths in North
Carolina occurred in McDowell County
when a car struck a tree that had fallen
across a road, officials said. Hundreds of
thousands of people remain without
electricity in Florida, Georgia and
Virginia, and officials say it could be
weeks before power is fully restored.

Trump to visit
President Donald Trump said he

planned to visit Florida and Georgia.
“People have no idea how hard
Hurricane Michael has hit the great state
of Georgia,” Trump tweeted. “I will be
visiting both Florida and Georgia early
next week. We are working very hard on

every area and every state that was hit-
and we are with you!”

Michael was the most intense hurri-
cane to strike the Florida Panhandle
since record keeping began in 1851.
Many of the damaged Florida buildings
were not built to withstand a storm
above the strength of a Category 3 hur-
ricane on the five-level Saffir-Simpson
scale. About 5,000 US servicemen were
deployed to help with relief and recov-
ery efforts, the Pentagon said, using 100
helicopters and 1,800 high-water vehi-
cles. Tyndall Air Force Base, home to F-
22 stealth fighters, suffered extensive
damage, according to aerial photos of
the coastal facility. —AFP

MEXICO BEACH: View of the damaged caused by Hurricane Michael in Mexico
Beach, Florida. —AFP

IMF chief ‘horrified’ 
by Khashoggi case
NUSA DUA: IMF chief Christine Lagarde said yester-
day she was “horrified” by reports about the fate of
Saudi dissident Jamal Khashoggi but still plans to
attend an economic meeting in Riyadh this month. As
questions swirl over the fate of Khashoggi-a Saudi
critic who has not been seen since he walked into the
kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul on October 2 - some
big business names and media outlets have pulled out
of the Kingdom’s second Future Investment Initiative.
But Lagarde said her plans were unchanged for now,
despite international uproar over the case.

“Human rights, freedom of information are essential
rights and horrifying things have been reported and I
am horrified,” she told reporters in Bali where the IMF
is holding annual meetings. “But I have to conduct the
business of the IMF in all corners in the world and with
many governments.” “When I visit a country, I always
speak my mind... So at this point of time my intention is
to not change my plans and to be very attentive to the
information that is coming out in the next few days.”
Her comments came shortly after US Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said he also still planned to
attend the October 23-25 meeting, dubbed “Davos in
the Desert”. 

“The answer is for now I am” still going, Mnuchin
said. “If more information comes out over the next week,
I will obviously take that into account.” “Obviously I
want to express concern for Mr Khashoggi and his fam-
ily,” he added. “We look forward to getting results of
this investigation.” UN chief Antonio Guterres mean-

while told the BBC: “We need to have a strong request
for the truth to be clear.” “We need to know exactly
what has happened and we need to know exactly who is
responsible... we need to find ways in which accounta-
bility is also demanded,” he added.

The UN secretary general said he felt “this kind of
incident is multiplying.” “I am feeling worried (at) this
apparent new normal,” he said in Bali. Riyadh yester-
day dismissed accusations that authorities there had
ordered Khashoggi be murdered by a hit squad inside
its Istanbul consulate as “lies and baseless allega-
tions”. But the row has intensified with the
Washington Post reporting that Turkish officials have
recordings made from inside the building that alleged-
ly prove their claims Khashoggi was tortured and
killed at the consulate.

Bloomberg, the Financial Times, The Economist and
The New York Times have withdrawn as media spon-
sors from the event amid questions about the missing
man’s fate. The CEO of ride-hailing app Uber, Dara
Khosrowshahi, said that he will no longer be attending
the event unless “a substantially different set of facts
emerges”. British entrepreneur Richard Branson said he
would suspend two directorships linked to tourism proj-
ects in Saudi Arabia over the issue. Amnesty
International demanded the Saudi authorities reveal
what happened to Khashoggi as it said Riyadh was
“responsible at a minimum for enforced disappearance”. 

US Treasury Secretary 
Meanwhile, US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin

said yesterday that he still planned to attend an eco-
nomic meeting in Riyadh this month, but would keep
his eye on a probe into the disappearance of journalist
Jamal Khashoggi. As questions swirl over the fate of
Khashoggi-a Saudi critic who has not been seen since

he walked into the kingdom’s consulate in Istanbul on
October 2 - some big business names and media out-
lets have pulled out of the second Future Investment
Initiative. 

“Obviously I want to express concern for Mr
Khashoggi and his family,” Mnuchin told reporters on
the sidelines of the IMF’s annual meetings in Bali. “We
look forward to getting results of this investigation.”
But Mnuchin added that he had not changed plans to
attend the October 23-25 conference in Riyadh,
dubbed “Davos in the Desert” after the World
Economic Forum in the Swiss resort. “The answer is for
now I am” still going, Mnuchin said. “If more informa-
tion comes out over the next week, I will obviously
take that into account.” —Agencies
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NUSA DUA: US Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin addresses a
press conference on the sideline of the IMF/WB Annual meet-
ings in Nusa Dua yesterday. —AFP


