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India’s growing #MeToo storm halted produc-
tion of a Bollywood blockbuster Friday, with
the film’s lead calling for harassment claims

against its director and his co-star to be “strin-
gently” investigated. Star Akshay Kumar said he
had requested that the making of
“Housefull 4” be stopped follow-
ing allegations against director
Sajid Khan and one of the film’s
actors, Nana Patekar.
Accusations that Patekar
behaved inappropriately on a
film set 10 years ago sparked
India’s #MeToo movement,
which has since engulfed
Bollywood figures, a government
minister and several comedians
and top journalists.

Patekar denies the allegations.
“I’ve requested the producers (of “Housefull 4”)...
to cancel the shoot until further investigation. This
is something that requires stringent action,”
Kumar said on Twitter.  “I will not work with any
proven offenders and all those who have been
subjugated to harassment should be heard and
given the justice they deserve,” the 51-year-old
actor added. Khan, 46, tweeted his own statement

shortly afterwards to announce that he was step-
ping down from the film “until the time I can allay
the allegations and prove the truth”.

Three women, an actor, an assistant director
and a journalist took to Twitter on Thursday to

accuse Khan of sexual harass-
ment.  The actress said Khan had
insisted that she strip during an
audition while the journalist
alleged the director had flashed
his p**** at her during an inter-
view. Kumar’s statement came
two days after Bollywood power
couple Aamir Khan and his film-
maker wife Kiran Rao announced
that they were withdrawing from
the film “Mogul” over a molesta-
tion case against director
Subhash Kapoor.

Kapoor denies the charges. Kumar and
Khan’s interventions are being lauded for possi-
bly signaling a watershed moment in Bollywood,
where established male stars rarely speak out in
support of victims. Some Indian actresses have
long said that the industry, which is dominated
by a few powerful players, needs to create an
environment where victims can come forward

without fear of being ostracized. Filmmakers
Anurag Kashyap and Vikramaditya Motwane
announced at the weekend they were severing
ties with Bollywood director Vikas Bahl over a
sexual assault allegation.

Bahl denies that he sexually assaulted a female
employee of Phantom Films, the production house
behind Netflix original “Sacred Games”, in 2015
and has threatened to sue Kashyap and Motwane
for defamation.—AFP 
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“I will not 
work with 

any proven 
offenders”

Indian Bollywood actress Tanushree Dutta talks during
an interview with an Indian media outlet in Mumbai.

Indian journalists hold placards at a protest against sexual harassment in the
media industry in New Delhi. — AFP photos

Bollywood 
king says new
age dawning 
for Indian film
Bollywood box office king Rajkumar Hirani

believes a new golden age is dawning for
the Indian movie industry as filmmakers

look outside the box to tell more varied stories.
“Before there was a belief that you had to have
songs,” said Hirani, the man behind a string of
Bollywood hits including the global sensation “3
Idiots”. “Now people are completely experi-
menting with the subject matter.”

Even those directors who continue to include
songs are also exploring “much darker themes”-
and still enjoying massive box office success, he
said. A case in point is 55-year-old Hirani’s latest
offering, “Sanju”, which the director has brought
to this year’s 23rd Busan International Film
Festival in South Korea, the largest of its kind in
Asia. “Sanju” is based on the real-life story of the
rise and fall of Indian star Sanjay Dutt, who was
born into Bollywood royalty but was jailed after
being accused of involvement in the Mumbai ter-
ror attacks of 1993.

The director admits the project was a risk giv-
en the often grim nature of the story, which
includes gritty scenes of drug taking and its lead
character’s descent into depression. But the
strong box office returns have convinced him
that audiences want a wider range of options
from Hindi language films. “Sanju” has so far
grossed $80 million, placing it third on
Bollywood’s all-time global earners’ list, accord-
ing to The Times of India newspaper.

“It’s very much a human interest story about
battling your demons,” said Hirani. “It’s a very
different kind of film than I have done before.
“While I was making it everybody thought it was
a mistake.” But Hirani said he was more confident
the film might succeed after seeing the reaction
of Dutt, who was released from jail in 2016, at a
preview screening. “He saw it three days before
its release and I was watching him,” said Hirani.
“He was crying and after that he sat at home and
drank for three days, so I knew it had worked.” 

No magic formula   
As a director and producer Hirani has reaped

box office gold with a diverse range of films, from
comedies including “3 Idiots” (2009) and alien-
on-earth hit “PK” (2014), to the sports drama
“Final Round” (2016) and now on to “Sanju”.
Experts say the Indian film industry is on track
for record earnings in 2018, after surpassing last
year’s $2.1 billion mark by the end of the first
quarter. Across all languages, India now pro-
duces more than 1,000 movies a year-several
hundred more than come out of Hollywood.

Increasingly these films are finding a global
audience. Hirani’s “3 Idiots”-the tale of three
friends struggling with the pressures of getting an
education-was a ground-breaker in terms of inter-
national box office success, with around $30 mil-
lion in international takings. Hirani said Bollywood
filmmakers are expanding their own horizons as
their audience grows, both domestically and glob-
ally. But the filmmaker stressed he had found no
magic wand for making great cinema.

“I don’t think there’s ever a formula for suc-
cess in film,” said Hirani. “If there was, everyone
would share it. I’ve been fortunate “I guess one
of the principles I work with is make the film for
yourself not an audience. At least then one per-
son will like it.”  “You can’t judge what the world
will like,” he added. “If you laugh at the jokes you
are writing, if you can cry at the emotional
scenes, then hopefully the audience will too.”

But for all the guidelines, Hirani says, early on
it’s hard to predict what the final product will
look like. “Every time you start a new film it’s like
digging a new well. You are not sure what you
might find.” The Busan International Film Festival
runs until Saturday.—AFP 

Kanye West
loves, and
hugs Trump

Does rap megastar Kanye West support
Donald Trump? He loves him-and proved
it Thursday by striding from his chair at a

surreal White House meeting to hug the presi-
dent. “I love this guy right here,” the serial

Grammy winning artist declared in the Oval
Office, before taking the president in his arms.
The rapper had been invited to lunch to discuss
prison reform but turned what would ordinarily
have been a staid White House photo-op into

possibly one of the most unusual encounters in
the Oval Office’s storied history.

Talking loudly and rapidly on everything
from Trump’s protectionist trade policies to
replacing Air Force One with a hydrogen plane,
black gun crime, being married to Kim
Kardashian and “infinite amounts of universe,”
Kanye left the normally loquacious president
nearly speechless. “That was quite something,”
Trump finally said to laughter from astonished
senior aides and journalists at the end of the
soliloquy, which Kanye punctuated with bangs
of his fist on the legendary Resolute desk, used
by presidents since the 1880s.

“It was from the soul. I just channeled it,” the
musician said, adding-to further gasps-that
Trump “might not have expected to have a
crazy guy like Kanye West supporting him.”
Trump said Kanye “could very well be” future
presidential material, to which the rapper said
he would not want to get in the way of the
Republican’s 2020 reelection. “Only after him in
2024,” Kanye said.

Superman   
Kanye, who has broken ranks with much of

the left-leaning entertainment industry to sup-
port Trump, recently took fire for wearing one
of the red baseball caps handed out at the pres-
ident’s raucous “Make America Great Again”
rallies. Does he care? Kanye not only wore one
of the caps into the Oval Office but declared:
“There’s something about when I put on this
hat, I feel like Superman.” Trump can only have
been delighted.

The president is pushing hard to portray
himself as being on the side of blacks, rather
than only the overwhelmingly white voter block
behind his surprise election. Last year, Trump
was heavily criticized for what appeared to be
his lukewarm condemnation of a white
supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia. He’s
also locked in an ugly dispute with several black
NFL football players who have knelt down dur-

ing the playing of the US national anthem to
protest racial inequality.

As recently as August, Trump seemed to be
digging himself an even larger hole among
African Americans when he got into a Twitter
war with basketball great and black icon
LeBron James. But he’s working to flip that nar-
rative ahead of congressional midterm elections
next month. His stump speech includes repeated
boasts about record low unemployment for
African Americans and he is touting the need for
reform of the prison system, where blacks are
about 38 percent of inmates, despite being only
13 percent of the US population. Kanye’s visit,
accompanied by NFL football great Jim Brown,
may be the best political advertising he can get.

Black power 
In a Fox television interview Thursday, Trump

said that Kanye’s support had transformed
blacks’ view of his presidency. “When Kanye
came out a couple months ago, something hap-
pened,” Trump said. “Nobody (has) ever seen it.
He has a big following in the African-American
community, a big, big following.... The polls went
through the roof.” Previously, Kanye’s reality
TV star wife Kim Kardashian has visited the
White House to press, successfully, for Trump to
grant clemency to Alice Johnson, a woman who
was sentenced to life in prison for nonviolent
drug crimes.

Trump raised her case again Thursday as an
example of why the prison system needs urgent
change. Kanye’s “terrific” wife opened his eyes,
Trump said. “We do need reform. That doesn’t
mean easy. We’re going to make certain cate-
gories tougher when it comes to drug dealing
and other things, but there has to be a reform
because it is very unfair right now,” he said. “It
is very unfair to African-Americans.”—AFP

Family of Prince 
demands Trump 
stop using his music

The family of Prince has told Donald Trump to
stop playing the late icon’s songs at rallies, fol-
lowing a phalanx of other angry artists who have

told the US president to pull the plug. “The Prince
Estate has never given permission to President Trump
or The White House to use Prince’s songs and have
requested that they cease all use immediately,” tweet-
ed the musician’s half-brother Omarr Baker. The
Trump campaign did not immediately respond to an
AFP request to comment.

The president’s team have reportedly added
“Purple Rain,” one of Prince’s best-loved tracks, to
the playlist of recent rallies in the run-up to
November midterm elections, including in Mississippi
last week. The complaint adds Prince to a long line of
musicians or their representatives who have objected
to the billionaire Republican head of state blasting out
their tunes at his public rallies.

The Rolling Stones, Adele, Neil Young, R.E.M.,
Aerosmith, Queen and George Harrison are among
acts that have lodged objections to the use of their
music at Republican gatherings. The family of Italy’s
late Luciano Pavarotti, one of the most famous tenors
of the 20th century, also criticized the use of his sig-
nature recording of blockbuster Puccini aria “Nessun
Dorma,” a fixture at Trump’s 2016 rallies.

But during a question-and-answer session on
Twitter two years ago Rolling Stones frontman Mick
Jagger was quoted as saying there was nothing he
could do under US law to stop Trump playing his
music. “If you’re in a public place like Madison
Square Garden or a theater, you can play any music
you want, and you can’t be stopped. So, if you write a
song and someone plays it in a restaurant that you go
to, you can’t stop them. They can play what they
want,” the Daily Beast quoted him as saying.

While US law could allow an artist to ask for his
music not to be played at political campaigns, none
have yet followed through with any legal action.
Prince died aged 57 in April 2016 from an accidental
overdose of powerful painkillers. He left no will and
had no living children, with his siblings put in charge
of keeping his estate afloat.—AFP 

It was the ambitious New York exhibition that brought
together haute couture and Vatican treasures, treading
delicately so as to keep the Catholic Church on side,

and it appears to have paid off. The Metropolitan
Museum of Art said Thursday that 1.66 million visitors
flocked to its 2018 Costume Institute show, “Heavenly
Bodies: Fashion and the Catholic Imagination,” making it
the institution’s most visited exhibition.

That number eclipsed the previous record holder,
“Treasures of Tutankhamun,” seen by 1.36 million visitors
in 1978, the museum said. “Heavenly Bodies,” which ran
from May 10 to October 8, was the largest exhibition
ever mounted by the Met, spread across both its Fifth
Avenue premises and Cloisters in Upper Manhattan.

It explored how couture houses have been inspired by
church imagery and belief, and included papal robes and
accessories from the Sistine Chapel sacristy, many of
which had never been seen outside the Vatican. Vogue
legend Anna Wintour has spent years raising millions of
dollars for the Costume Institute, turning the annual Met
Gala into the hottest and most exclusive A-list celebrity
party of the year.—AFP 

CATHOLIC ‘HEAVENLY’ FASHION
BREAKS NY MET RECORD

In this file photo Rihanna arrives
for the 2018 Met Gala at the

Metropolitan Museum of Art in
New York. — AFP photos 

US President Donald Trump
meets with rapper Kanye
West in the Oval Office of
the White House in
Washington, DC.


