
Gulf Bank 642
Marathon partners
with KRCS
KUWAIT: Gulf Bank has announced its partnership
with the Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) for
this year’s ‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon’. The partnership
encourages people to donate funds for medical aid
to those who are unable to afford medical treatment
in Kuwait. 

All proceeds will go towards the provision of med-
ical devices such as, pacemakers, cochlear devices,
hearing aids, electric wheelchairs and stents.
Donations can be made online through the dedicated
icon on the marathon’s website, or through the web
link https://donation.krcs.org.kw/en-US/Campaign.
There will also be a dedicated donation booth across
the four days leading up to the race and on the day of
the marathon. 

Speaking of the partnership, Ahmed Al Amir,
Assistant General Manager of external Communication
at Gulf Bank, commented: “Each year, the ‘Gulf Bank
642 Marathon’ partners with a leading organization to
raise awareness for a worthy cause. This year, Gulf
Bank is pleased to confirm our partnership with the
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS). It is our honour
to aid a local campaign that assists individuals in need
of medication or healthcare, including those suffering
from chronic diseases and disabilities. We thank you

for your support and hope that this initiative will pro-
vide a platform to inspire individuals to support a
notable cause that leads to the creation of a more
empowered society.”

Lama Al Othman - Resource Mobilization Director
at Kuwait Red Crescent Society, said: “We are thrilled
with Gulf Bank’s decision to collaborate with the
Kuwait Red Crescent Society for this year’s Gulf Bank
642 Marathon. The marathon will raise national aware-
ness of the cause, as well as assist us in our goal of pro-
viding medical aid to those who need it the most.”

The 2017 ‘Gulf Bank 642 Marathon’ was an unprece-
dented success with 6,000 attendees representing
over 130 nationalities. This year’s fourth Gulf Bank 642
Marathon will take place on November 17th, 2018 and
has already received an overwhelming response from
the public. The marathon has placed Kuwait on the map
for international sporting events. It is the only road race
in Kuwait to have received accreditation from the
Association of International Marathons and Distance
Races (AIMS). The marathon also has the support of
the Kuwaiti government and the private sector.

SYDNEY: Redzel won the world’s richest turf race for
the second straight time in Sydney yesterday, storming
to victory ahead of a host of top-rated sprinters to
clinch The Everest crown.

With Kerrin McEvoy in the saddle, he took a com-
manding lead out of the gate at Royal Randwick and
was never seriously challenged to collect Aus$6.0 mil-
lion (US$4.2 million) in winnings. Between intermittent
showers and before a crowd of 40,000, the Tye
Angland-ridden Trapeze Artist was second with
Osborne Bulls third.

“I was a bit more relaxed today, last year was a
whirlwind,” said an ecstatic McEvoy in celebrating his
second successive win. “Having done it last year put me
in good stead for this year. I had a nice amount of confi-
dence that the horse was going to do well given the rain.

“It’s amazing and I’m really thrilled,” he added. “This
race is just going to get bigger and better.” The race
over 1200 metres (3/4 mile or six furlongs) brought
together some of the world’s best sprinters, angling for a
slice of a whopping Aus$13 million in prize money.

The winnings were Aus$3 million more than in the
inaugural race last year and easily top that offered at
Australia’s iconic Melbourne Cup, where tens of thou-
sands of punters gather in November to watch world
champion thoroughbreds race.

Only the Pegasus World Cup in the United States
carries more prize money, but it is raced on dirt. Despite
the lure of so much cash, The Everest attracted only one
overseas entrant-American-bred and European-based
US Navy Flag, ridden by Englishman Ryan Moore.

But it was still a cracking field with the runners

boosting countless titles. “It was a masterful ride and
Kerrin judged it perfectly,” Redzel co-trainer Peter
Snowden said. “He did it tough today. He lead from the
front and I am just so proud of the horse.”

CASHED-UP 
Under an innovative concept, buyers were last year

invited to purchase a Aus$600,000 slot in the race and
do a deal with owners and jockeys to secure the top
horses. Those who splashed the cash were required to
commit for three years, ensuring the race’s future, but
have been able to sell, lease or joint venture their slots
prior to the entry date.

Among those invested are private enterprises like
Sydney’s Star Casino and betting operator Tabcorp.
Racing identities such as Max Whitby and Damion
Flower also bought in, as did several cashed-up
stud farms.

Redzel was run by Yulong Investments, a company
established by racing-mad Chinese businessman
Yuesheng Zhang, who has emerged as a major player
in Australian thoroughbred racing and breeding in
recent years.

The idea for The Everest came from Racing NSW
chief executive Peter V’landys, who modelled it on the
Pegasus World Cup, run over 1800m. But it has been
controversial with Racing NSW and the Australian Turf
Club scheduling it in Sydney to clash with the Caulfield
Guineas meeting in Melbourne.

It has nevertheless proved a huge success and
V’landys has plans to swell the prize money even more.
“We want it to be the biggest prize money of any race in

the world, not just the biggest on turf,” he told reporters
ahead of this year’s race. “You’ve got to have dreams,
and that’s our dream.”

While it has caught the imagination, the lead-up this
year was overshadowed by a heated row after the New
South Wales state government allowed organisers to

promote the race as a light show on the white sails of
the Sydney Opera House.

Thousands of  protesters argued the world-
famous building should not be used to encourage
gambling and used flashlights to try and disrupt the
projections. — AFP
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1968 Olympics, 
symbol of turbulent 
times, turn 50
MEXICO CITY: Former Olympic athletes lit a
commemorative cauldron Friday to mark the 50th
anniversary of the 1968 Games in Mexico City, a
symbol of a worldwide year of turbulent times.

At a moment of revolt and upheaval, the Mexico
City Olympics brought the worlds of sport and
politics crashing together-and broadcast the colli-
sion live around the globe on color television for
the first time.

It was the year that Martin Luther King Jr. and
Robert F. Kennedy were assassinated. A year of
student protests that exploded in Berlin and Paris
and spread around the world. The year the US
began to truly question the Vietnam War, and the
USSR crushed the Prague Spring in
Czechoslovakia.

At the Olympics, it was the year of George
Foreman, Mark Spitz, Dick Fosbury and his
“Fosbury Flop,” Bob Beamon’s “Leap of the
Century,” Tommie Smith and John Carlos with their
iconic Black Power salute-and so many more.

Fosbury and Beamon returned to the Olympic
stadium Friday to take part as veterans of the 1968
Games marched in formation to form the Olympic
rings. Mexican sprinter Enriqueta Basilio, the first
woman to light the Olympic cauldron, then symbol-
ically re-lit the flame to a burst of applause.

The man who organized the opening ceremony,
Luis Armida, recalled the moment five decades ago
when Basilio did the same. “This tall, slim girl
appeared. She wasn’t running, she was flying.
Every step looked like a gazelle’s,” he told AFP.

Now aged 70, Basilio-like all the athletes-was a
bit less gazelle-like, but gamely waited atop the
steps leading to the cauldron as a succession of
torch-bearers passed the flame up to her.

FRAUGHT MEMORIES 
The anniversary has brought fraught memories

for Mexico, where the winds of change were also
blowing in 1968. At the time, capitalizing on the
international attention brought by Latin
America’s first Games, Mexican students took to
the streets to call for democracy after four
decades of one-party rule.

On the night of October 2, 10 days before the
opening ceremony, army troops opened fire on
8,000 peaceful demonstrators in Mexico City,
killing between 300 and 500 people.

POWERFUL PLATFORM 
Hushed up by the Mexican government, the

massacre is little-remembered abroad. But it was
certainly noticed by the generation of young,
politicized athletes making their way to Mexico
City. Smith and Carlos cite it as one of the influ-
ences for their defiant protest atop the podium on
October 16, 1968, after Smith won gold in the men’s
200m-becoming the first person to run the race in
under 20 seconds-as Carlos claimed bronze.

On the podium, the African American athletes
thrust their black-gloved fists into the air as the
national anthem played, a defiant protest against
racism in the United States and human rights viola-
tions worldwide.

“I came to Mexico City to make a statement. Not
to win medals,” Carlos said recently after returning
to the stadium. Other protests included that by
Czechoslovakian gymnast Vera Caslavska, who won
silver in the floor exercise and defiantly bowed her
head as the Soviet anthem played for gold medalist
Larisa Petrik-recalling how Moscow’s tanks had
crushed her country’s nascent opening. — AFP

Kerrin McEvoy celebrates as Redzel wins the Everest.
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Toyota unveils 
world’s first 
Hybrid Skatepark
TOKYO: As part of its efforts to a mobility com-
pany, Toyota has been engaging in long term
global partnerships with the Olympic and
Paralympic Games. Toyota has launched a global
call to action, called “Start Your Impossible”. It
has also started other mobility initiatives such as
the Universal Street Games or the Toyota
Mobility Project. To support this approach, the
Toyota Wheel Park project aims to bring a smile
to multiple generations. It wants to unlock the
power of the wheel to transform the way people
interact with each other and the world around us.

Toyota has partnered with Rome’s Bunker
(BNKR) Skatepark to introduce the idea of a

Hybrid Skatepark. It is the first accessible wheel
park that brings together both adaptive and
non-adaptive wheeled action sports into a sin-
gle facility.

Toyota’s Wheel Park in Rome is more than
just a skatepark. Within a single facility, it brings
together several wheeled Freesports, including
BMX (Bicycle Moto Cross), the newest Olympic
sport Skateboarding and one of the youngest
action sports on the planet, WCMX
(WheelChair Moto Cross). Designed with the
needs of athletes with a physical impairment in
mind, the park aims to drive social inclusion,
urban regeneration and help create new mixed
sporting communities.

Whether through the provision of specialist
WCMX equipment allowing wheelchair-based
athletes to try the sport for the first time or the
design and build of new accessible ramps,
Toyota has focused on removing all possible
barriers to participation. This way of working
brings to life the brand’s belief that when we are
free to move anything is possible.

Doping agency denies 
trying to bully athletes’
representative
LONDON: The World Anti-Doping Agency denied on Friday
that it had disrespected or attempted to bully athletes’ repre-
sentative Beckie Scott during a debate in which tensions were
“running high” over a decision to reinstate Russia’s anti-doping
organization.

Scott, chair of the WADA Athlete Committee, said in an
interview with the BBC that she was “treated with disrespect”
and faced “inappropriate” comments and gestures from the
WADA executive committee for her opposition to Russia’s rein-
statement during a September meeting.

WADA denied that it had mistreated Scott, saying the
atmosphere at the meeting was the product of “strong and
divergent views.” “Following some remarks made by Ms Scott
at the executive committee meeting last month, there was dis-
cussion among the members on a number of different topics
and it is fair to say that during this stage of the meeting, ten-
sions were running high leading to comments from all sides
that reflected the strong views held,” WADA said in a state-
ment sent to Reuters.

Scott, an Olympic gold medal winner for Canada in cross-
country skiing, felt that the tone of the meeting was more dis-
missive than inclusive, arguing that WADA had little interest in
hearing from athletes or their concerns.

“This behavior will never be acceptable. Time to show lead-
ership,” said WADA Vice President Linda Helleland, who
opposed Russia’s reinstatement. “Time to understand one of the
reasons WHY WADA Executive Committee exists: To respect
and protect the athletes. And listen to their views. It should be
no place for bullies!” she said.

Russia’s Anti-Doping Agency (RUSADA) was suspended in
November 2015, after an independent WADA report carried out
by Canadian lawyer Richard McLaren outlined evidence of
state-backed, systematic doping and cover-ups in Russian sport.
WADA laid out a road map to compliance, but on Sept. 20 rein-
stated RUSADA without Russia having fully met two conditions:
recognizing the findings of the McLaren Report and allowing
access to stored urine samples at its Moscow lab. —Reuters


