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HYDERABAD: Ajinkya Rahane and Rishabh Pant hit
contrasting half-centuries to put India on course for a
sizeable first innings lead against the West Indies in the
second Test yesterday.

The hosts were 308 for four at stumps, trailing the
West Indies by three runs after Rahane, 75, and Pant,
85, put together an unbeaten 146-run fifth-wicket stand
in Hyderabad.

Paceman Umesh Yadav also played a part in India’s
dominance with career-best figures of 6-88 that helped
bowl out the West Indies for 311 early in the morning
session.

In reply, India were in trouble at 162-4 with West
Indies skipper Jason Holder taking two wickets, includ-
ing his counterpart Virat Kohli’s prized scalp in the
afternoon session.

But the right-left batting combination of Rahane and
Pant then ensured a wicketless final session. Rahane
played a cautious knock to register his 15th Test fifty

while Pant was his swashbuckling self, hitting 10 fours
and two big sixes in 120 balls.

It was Pant’s second successive 50-plus score after
his 92 in India’s first Test victory at Rajkot.

“We have two set batsmen... Very heartening to see
the way Rishabh and Ajinkya have approached the
innings because both have been patient and very disci-
plined,” India’s batting coach Sanjay Bangar told
reporters.

“Ideally if we can bat another two sessions we will
be in a great position.”

Teenage opener Prithvi Shaw also smashed 70 off
53 balls as India mounted a strong reply, only to lose to
their way after lunch.

Shaw fell to left-arm spinner Jomel Warrican after
hitting 11 fours and a six and Pujara went for 10 in the
very next over off paceman Shannon Gabriel.

Kohli tried to steady the innings with some fluent
strokeplay as he built a 60-run partnership with

Rahane but was denied what could have been his 20th
Test fifty.

Holder, who scored 52 in the first innings, trapped
Kohli lbw for 45. He also bowled opener Lokesh Rahul
for four in the morning session.

CHASE SPECIAL 
The West Indies were hit by injury to wicketkeeper

Shane Dowrich early in the Indian innings, and were
forced to replace him with substitute Jahmar Hamilton
behind the stumps.

Hamilton was far from convincing and apart from a
few misses down the leg side he dropped Pant on 24 off
Gabriel. Earlier, Yadav-who lost his pace partner in
debutant Shardul Thakur due to a groin strain on day
one-picked all the three West Indian wickets in the
morning after the tourists started on 295-7.

Roston Chase top-scored with 106, his fourth Test
ton. He was eventually bowled by Yadav.  “Umesh got
the better of me today but I am still pleased with the
century. It is my first century away from home, so it is a
special one for me,” said Chase. — AFP

HYDERABAD: Indian cricketer Prithvi Shaw (R) plays a shot during the second day’s play of the second Test cricket
match between India and West Indies at the Rajiv Gandhi International Cricket Stadium in Hyderabad yesterday. -—AFP

SCOREBOARD

West Indies
K. Brathwaite lbw K. Yadav 14
K. Powell c Jadeja b Ashwin 22
S. Hope lbw U. Yadav 36
S. Hetmyer lbw K. Yadav 12
S. Ambris c Jadeja b K. Yadav 18
R. Chase b U. Yadav 106
S. Dowrich lbw U. Yadav 30
J. Holder c Pant b U. Yadav 52
D. Bishoo b U. Yadav 2
J. Warrican not out 8
S. Gabriel c Pant b U. Yadav 0
Extras: (b4, lb7) 11
Total: (all out, 101.4 overs) 311
Fall of wickets: 1-32 (Powell), 2-52 (Brathwaite), 3-86 (Hope), 4-92
(Hetmyer), 5-113 (Ambris), 6-182 (Dowrich), 7-286 (Holder), 8-296
(Bishoo), 9-311 (Chase), 10-311 (Gabriel)

Bowling: U. Yadav 26.4-3-88-6, Thakur 1.4-0-9-0, Ashwin 24.2-7-
49-1, K. Yadav 29-2-85-3, Jadeja 20-2-69-0

India
L. Rahul b Holder 4
P. Shaw c Hetmyer b Warrican 70
C. Pujara c Hamilton b Gabriel 10
V. Kohli lbw Holder 45
A. Rahane not out 75
R. Pant not out 85
Extras: (b12, lb2, nb5) 19
Total: (4 wickets, 81 overs) 308
To bat: R. Ashwin, R. Jadeja, K. Yadav, U. Yadav, S. Thakur
Fall of wickets: 1-61 (Rahul), 2-98 (Shaw), 3-102 (Pujara), 4-162
(Kohli)
Bowling: Gabriel 13-1-73-1 (nb3), Holder 14-2-45-2 (nb2), Warrican
24-4-76-1, Chase 9-1-22-0, Bishoo 19-4-72-0, Brathwaite 2-0-6-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on day two of the second and final Test between India and the West Indies in Hyderabad yesterday:

Pant, Rahane give India control 
in second Test against West Indies 

Teenage opener Shaw smash 70 off 53 balls

Warriors seek rare 
NBA three-peat as 
Durant ponders move
WASHINGTON: Forget about taking it one game
at a time. The Golden State Warriors are embrac-
ing their quest for a third consecutive NBA title
and they aren’t afraid to say so. The Warriors could
become the first team to win three crowns in a row
since the 2000-2002 Los Angeles Lakers and
match the second-longest championship run in
NBA history.

“We talk about the three-peat just because it’s
in front of us,” two-time NBA Most Valuable
Player Stephen Curry said. “I don’t think it’s some-
thing that’s repeated every single day. But when we
start the season, obviously we lay everything out
on the table, what’s at stake in terms of our expec-
tations. “We understand that winning a champi-
onship is attainable if we take care of our business,
and doing it three years in a row is a tremendous
opportunity for us that we should not be afraid to
talk about and go after.”

Only the Lakers, two 1990s Chicago Bulls teams
powered by Michael Jordan and the 1952-54
Minneapolis Lakers have won three titles in a row,
with the record run of eight belonging to the 1959-
1966 Boston Celtics.

But for a seventh-game loss to Cleveland in the
2016 NBA Finals, the Warriors would already be
celebrating four crowns in a row instead of seeking
a fourth in five campaigns. “You never stop enjoy-
ing it. You just start focusing on the next year,” said
Warriors coach Steve Kerr. “But it’s always there.
You always see the banner hanging and you see
your ring. It never quite goes away. That’s the
beauty of it.”

Fragility adds to the specialness and that comes
into play this season, with two-time NBA Finals
MVP Kevin Durant and star guard Klay Thompson
each set to become free agents next July and the
Warriors looking at a salary cap crunch after
spending big to assemble and keep a champi-
onship lineup.

GREATER EXPECTATIONS 
The Los Angeles Lakers, with new star LeBron

James, figure to make a bid for Durant, who left
Oklahoma City in 2016 to join the Warriors and
form a ‘superteam’ lineup that has gone 8-1 in the
NBA Finals.

Just as James left Cleveland and won titles in
Miami then departed, the concern is that Durant
might arrive to become a champion and then
depart, although the Warriors could make the rich-
est offer to keep him and have the lure of a new
arena in San Francisco opening with him as a star
attraction if he stays, even in a short-term deal.

“There’s more expectations now and a little bit
more detail,” Durant said. “But it’s a whole new
system and new group of players and more expec-
tations-we’ll see how that plays out.” The Warriors
have endured two-month playoff runs for four
years-an extra 83 playoff games amounting to an
extra season and less rest than rivals who haven’t
enjoyed such success. “It’s always too short. That’s
a great problem to have,” Thompson said. “Our
time in the off-season has been so crunched these
last four years so you have to make the most out of
every single day... It goes by fast.” —AFP

Morgan guides 
England to victory
over Sri Lanka 
DAMBULLA: Captain Eoin Morgan hit 92 decisive runs
to guide England to a damp squib win over Sri Lanka
with rain halting play for the second straight match in
their one-day series.

England were awarded a 31-run victory on a faster
run rate after torrential downpour at the Dambulla
ground. The tourists scored 278-9 from 50 overs, with
Morgan hitting 11 fours and two sixes in his innings, while
Test captain Joe Root made 71.

The umpires stopped play with Sri Lanka on 140-5
after 29 of their overs. Thisara Perera was on 44 and
Dhananjaya de Silva on 36 when play was halted. They
put on 66 for the sixth wicket after Sri Lanka looked in
deep trouble at 74 for five. 

Heavy rain was still falling an hour after the suspen-
sion and England were given victory under the
Duckworth-Lewis-Stern run rate system.

Only 15 overs of the first ODI between the two sides
was possible on Wednesday before the game had to be
abandoned without a result. A warm-up game against a
Sri Lanka Cricket XI on October 6 did not start because

of rain. “We have had a halted start in training and the
first game with the rain,” said Morgan.

“I wouldn’t say it was our best game. The batting

managed to scrape something together. We should have
gone past a par score but ended up scraping to that.”

Morgan and Root put England on target to reach 300
but veteran paceman Lasith Malinga took critical wick-
ets at the start and in the lower order to finish on five for
44 on the tricky Dambulla pitch.

He claimed England opener Jason Roy with the fourth
ball of the day, brilliantly ended Morgan’s innings caught
and bowled and also took Moeen Ali, Chris Woakes and
Liam Dawson cheaply. Malinga shook England, who
slipped from 209 for four. Tailender Adil Rashid’s 19 runs
off 15 balls helped raise England from 254 for nine to a
respectable score. Chris Woakes was England’s most
threatening bowler, taking three for 26 off just five overs.

Sri Lanka captain Dinesh Chandimal bemoaned the
loss of his top order batsmen.

“Apart from the first seven or eight overs when bat-
ting we competed really well,” he said. “The energy in
the field was good to see, and was a plus point today.

“We are always giving away three or four wickets-
and that’s an area we have to improve as a unit, because
that was a winning target.” The third 50-over match is in
Pallekele on Wednesday. England will also play two Tests
and a Twenty20 international against Sri Lanka on the
tour, which runs through November 27. —AFP

SCOREBOARD

England
J. Roy c Dananjaya b Malinga 0
J. Bairstow  b T. Perera 26
J. Root c Dananjaya b de Silva 71
E. Morgan c and b Malinga 92
B. Stokes c de Silva b Dananjaya 15
J. Buttler b Pradeep 28
M. Ali b Malinga 0
C. Woakes lbw Malinga 5
L. Dawson b Malinga 4
A. Rashid not out 19
O. Stone not out 9
Extras: (lb 3, nb 2, w 4) 9
Total: (9 wickets, 50 overs) 278
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Roy), 2-72 (Bairstow), 3-140 (Root), 4-190
(Stokes), 5-218 (Morgan), 6-218 (Ali), 7-245 (Buttler), 8-249
(Woakes), 9-254 (Dawson)
Bowling: Malinga 10-1-44-5 (nb 1, wd 1), Pradeep 10-0-52-1 (wd
2), Dananjaya 10-0-64-1, T. Perera 7-0-37-1, Sandakan 9-0-59-0

(nb 1, wd 1), de Silva 4-0-19-1 

Sri Lanka
N. Dickwella c Buttler b Stone 9
W. Tharanga c Buttler b Woakes 0
L. Chandimal b Woakes 6
K. Perera c Roy b Dawson 30
M. Shanaka c Buttler b Woakes 8
D. de Silva not out 36
T. Perera not out 44
Extras: (b 1, lb 2, w 4) 7
Total: (5 wickets, 29 overs) 140               
Did not bat: A. Dananjaya, P. Sandakan, L. Malinga, N. Pradeep
Fall of wickets: 1-9 (Tharanga), 2-16 (Dickwella), 3-20
(Chandimal), 4-31 (Shanaka), 5-74 (K. Perera)
Bowling: Woakes 5-0-26-3 (wd 1), Stone 6-0-23-1 (wd 2), Dawson
6-0-26-1, Ali 10-0-47-0, Rashid 2-0-15-0
England won by 31 runs under Duckworth-Lewis-Stern rules after
the match was interrupted by rain. England lead five match series 1-0.

Scoreboard from the second one-day international between England and Sri Lanka in Dambulla yesterday:

DAMBULLA: Sri Lankan cricketer Thisara Perera (R) is watched by England wicketkeeper Jos Buttler (C), Joe Root (L) as
he plays a shot during the second one day international (ODI) cricket match between Sri Lanka and England at the
Rangiri Dambulla International Cricket Stadium in Dambulla yesterday. —AFP

Kiwis stave off
late Kangaroos
rally for 
‘surreal’ win
WELLINGTON: New Zealand and
Australia entered a new rugby league era
in Auckland on Saturday, with new cap-
tains and new faces, and the fresh look
brought a new result too with the Kiwis
prevailing 26-24.

It was the first time in six years that
New Zealand have beaten their nearest
neighbours and reigning World champi-
ons. Australia mounted a desperate late
attack with two tries in the closing five
minutes before running out of time.

“It’s unbelievable, surreal,” Dallin

Watene-Zelezniak, who was captaining
New Zealand for the first time, said after
the five tries to four victory. 

“This is the start. We’ve set the founda-
tion now, so we’ve got to keep building on
top of that.”

Debutants were central figures in the
outcome with Joseph Manu and Brandon
Smith both scoring tries for New Zealand.

James Tedesco, one of four new faces
in the Australian side, scored for the
Kangaroos as they rallied from 26-12
down. Australia hit the front in the sec-
ond minute with a well taken try by
Valentine Holmes and regained the lead
12-8 on the stroke of half-time with a try
to Dane Gagai, a late addition to the
Kangaroos squad.

The 27-year-old South Sydney
Rabbitohs flyer only made the squad in a
reshuffle when original skipper Greg
Inglis was suspended after being caught
allegedly drink driving, which saw Boyd
Cordner promoted to captain.  —AFP

AUCKLAND: Latrell Mitchell of Australia (right) fends off Shaun Johnson of New Zealand
(L) during the Trans Tasman rugby league international between New Zealand and
Australia at Mt Smart Stadium in Auckland yestetday. —AFP


