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Water is safe

Congratulations to Kuwait and all its residents for bag-
ging the first place in the Arab world in terms of the
high quality of drinking water. Nothing is more

important to any human than knowing that the water he
consumes is safe. The World Health Organization (WHO)
announced that it has placed Kuwait as the top Arab coun-
try in the quality of its drinking water and treated waste-
water, followed by Bahrain, Jordan, Tunisia, Oman, Morocco
and Lebanon, according to WHO standards.

The undersecretary of the ministry of electricity and
water said in a press statement that Kuwait’s acquisition of
this classification is important for Arab countries because it
reflects the efforts of all engineers and technicians who are
working at water distillation stations and chemical laborato-
ries to achieve the best standards in the quality of water
through accurate and continuous tests.

Kuwait is a dry country with poor water resources, while
per capita consumption of water here is the highest global-
ly. The cost of electricity and water production is high, with
consumption of about 350,000 barrels of oil per day for
this purpose. The cost of producing one kilowatt of elec-
tricity costs the state about 28 fils, but is sold to the con-
sumer for only 2 fils.

The undersecretary also added WHO is continuously
monitoring and evaluating the quality of freshwater in
countries around the world and its suitability for human use
in accordance with the requirements of the environmental
and public health committees in terms of physical and
chemical aspects to ensure their conformity with the stan-
dards that are set for safe drinking water. 

It is a great achievement indeed, because freshwater is a
human right that should not be disputed. In fact, water is at
the heart of sustainable development and is essential for
socioeconomic development, energy, food production and
human survival. As the world’s population increases, there is
a growing need to maintain and preserve water resources
to enable communities to obtain adequate water. 

But water cannot be viewed in isolation from sanitation.
Together, they are vital to reducing the global burden of dis-
eases, as well as their role in improving health, education
and economic productivity of the population. I believe that
corrupt economies, war, civil conflicts and poor infrastruc-
ture lead millions of people, especially children, to death
every year from diseases associated with insufficient water
supplies. Some studies have estimated that 783 million peo-
ple do not have access to clean water. This is a large number.

The United Nations General Assembly recently approved
the right of a human to adequate water for personal and
domestic use (50 to 100 liters per person per day), provided
that the water is safe, affordable and available in time and
place. Every year, the world celebrates World Water Day on
March 22. The International Decade for Action on Water for
Sustainable Development will continue its work from the
International Water Day in 2018 until 2028. The aim of this
global campaign is to urge accelerated efforts to address all
challenges related to water, including access to safe water
and sanitation, increased pressure on water resources and
increased risk of drought and floods.

I believe that the ability of Kuwait to achieve an excel-
lent rank in water quality should not stop efforts to rational-
ize water consumption. Production of freshwater in Kuwait
uses more than 500 million imperial gallons per day, so
wastage of water must stop, and all government agencies
must act to achieve rationalization of consumption through
ongoing awareness campaigns and punishment of those
who waste water.

KUWAIT: Ice cream sellers stroll their karts on a street in Kuwait City. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Iwant to get something out of the way before I begin.
Films that are described as ‘Arthouse cinema’ should
not be considered great automatically. They might be

different, unique or in a genre you might have never seen
before but the qualities of what makes a film good or bad
still come to an individual’s preference. 

With that out of the way, let’s get to the heart of the
matter - seeking out ‘arthouse’ or ‘independent’ movies in
Kuwait. The most straight-forward response would be -
check your local movie listing in a movie chain near you. If
you scroll past the usual array of the latest blockbusters,
Bollywood tripe and the occasional mediocre animation
you can actually find a few films that have done great in
International film festival circuits or are picking up traction
for the award season. 

Recently ‘Mandy’, a grindhouse-inspired thriller, was
running in a few cinemas and even for Kuwait that was
quite surprising. I’ve seen a good amount of indie films in
Kuwait but to see something from upcoming visionary
director Panos Cosmatos on the big screen was an outing
at the cinema I eagerly anticipated. Unfortunately, I could
not catch it in the cinemas as the timings of the shows and
the short  6 day duration of its run made it difficult to
attend. This is an issue that affects the indie movie scene
both in Kuwait and around the world. 

Cinemas pay the movie’s distributer (usually the pro-
ducer or the studio partner) to screen a movie. Big block-
busters are guaranteed money-makers for all parties
involved so opening weekend audiences and front-loading
these features are vital. Even then, not every screen can be
used to show only the most popular movies of the week.
Scarcity, whether natural or man-made, increases demands
even though these scenarios may lead you to get a really
bad seat near the front. So where does this leave the
screening of those smaller, lesser known films?

In these cases, the risk lies wholly on the cinema house
themselves. They still pay the movie studio to show the film
but for a smaller amount and only for a limited amount of
time. This plus the fact that the halls they are screened in
are half the size of the regular ones either makes these films
successful  enough for them to run for another week or
they simply fade away into obscurity with little attendance
to show for it. It’s a tricky situation for both the cinemas
who want to diversify their movie-listings and the
cinephiles desperately trying to cleanse their palettes after
the most recent superhero movie. 

My own experience with arthouse cinema in Kuwait has
been a mixed-bag. Dragging a group of friends for ‘It
Comes at Night’ was immensely fun. The harrowing, brutal
nature of the story created this uneasy feeling when exiting
the cinema and we ended up discussing the story and its
climax for hours afterwards. On the other hand, the show-
ing of ‘Ex-Machina’ had crucial scenes and discussions
censored and this left the film feeling confusing and pretty
much pointless. But my worst was the time I had gone all
the way to 360 Mall to catch Hayao Miyazaki’s ‘The Wind
Rises’. It just happened to be on a Monday (the usual day
for half-day prices for tickets) but I went simply because it
was the last day I could possibly go. When I reached, the
ticket counter told me that they don’t show limited releases
on Mondays as this was their busiest day. I am not sure if
they still follow that same procedure but it showcased the
dismal attitude cinema chains hold towards smaller films. I
never ended up watching what is supposed to be
Miyazaki’s final film in a cinema and the disappointment of
that night lingers. 

There are other ways to catch indie films in Kuwait
however. Film clubs and sometimes just individuals them-
selves promote outdoor film screenings and even
embassies arrange showcases of their nation’s films. These
may not be every one’s cup of tea but the options still exist.
Arthouse films don’t show up on cinema listings weeks in
advance, sometimes they show up the week or even the
day before its release. So if you’re interested, checkout the
movies being shown on Thursday as that’s the day new
releases are first screened. Who knows, you just may end
up having a cinematic experience you won’t soon forget. 
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