
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait dropped to second place
in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region in the 2018 Global Food Security
Index, which was issued recently by the Econ-
omist Intelligence Unit. Qatar came in first
place in the region and 22 internationally, fol-
lowed by Kuwait which placed 28 internation-
ally. Oman came third regionally and 29th
internationally. The Global Food Security
Index aims at identifying countries that are
less likely to face food security risks. The
index is a dynamic model for qualitative and
quantitative measurement in 113 countries

around the world.

Housing project
State Minister for

Services and Housing
Affairs Dr Jenan
Boushehri said that one
of the companies
working on the infra-
structure of Al-Mutlaa
housing project is fac-
ing difficulties, adding
that officials at the
housing affairs ministry are working hard in
order to help complete delayed operations,

adding that she noticed a tangible positive re-
sponse from the company. The company had
struggled in removing solid soil at the site,

which required con-
tacting the interior min-
istry to provide 40 tons
of explosives in order
to pave way for the
works to move forward;
a process that caused
the aforementioned
delay, the minister ex-
plained. Boushehri has

informed company officials that work should
be completed before April 2019.

KD 15 million
The Public Authority for Sports (PAS) has

paid over KD 15 million to plaintiffs as per
court verdicts made from 2011 to July 2018.
Minister of Information and State Minister for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri said PAS
incurred over KD 10 million due to five rulings
forcing it to pay in exchange of the financial
support to sports clubs decided by law
7/2007. Jabri added that the largest compen-
sation went to the sea club at KD 3.279 mil-
lion. He said PAS paid KD 4.85 million in 12
court rulings for several clubs that sued it for
failure to pay allocations required by the law
to help them sign athletes to pro deals.
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Explosives needed to push housing project works forward

Kuwait drops to second place
regionally in Food Security Index

Man injured
in Hawally
building fire
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Hawally firemen led by Lt
Colonel Jassim Al-Saqaai tackled a blaze
reported in a 10-floor building in the area
yesterday. Firemen evacuated the building
then fought the fire which had erupted in-
side the kitchen of a seventh floor apart-
ment. A man sustained burns on his hand
and was taken to hospital by paramedics.
Investigations are underway to find out the
cause of fire.

Safety violations
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate

(KFSD), in cooperation with Kuwait Mu-
nicipality, carried out a campaign in
Mubarakiya Market in order to remove
safety violations. The campaign, which
covered several stores, resulted in issuing
multiple citations for violations including
random storage that obstruct pass-ways
and emergency exits, which can be dan-
gerous in case of fire. Municipality work-
ers removed the violations immediately,
KFSD said.

KUWAIT: The scene inside the kitchen of a Hawally apartment after firefighters tack-
led a blaze there.

This photo taken by KFSD during a recent crackdown in Mubarakiya Market shows
chairs and other equipment stored at a staircase, blocking emergency exits that
should remain clear to facilitate evacuation in case of fires.

Authority issues 
regulations on 
banning, unbanning
foodstuff imports
KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Food and Nutrition (PAFN)
yesterday recommended banning and unbanning the importation
of food products from several countries. The Supreme Committee
recommended in its 12th meeting to ban and lift the ban on the

import of foodstuffs and products from Australia, Ukraine, Russia
and South Korea for specific reasons, according to Secretary of
the supreme committee for food safety Adel Al-Suwait.

The Ministry of Commerce and Industry decided to lift the ban
on the importation of fresh strawberry fruit from Australia and de-
cided to temporarily ban the importation of all types of beef,
sheep and goats (all fresh and frozen) and their derivatives from
Ukraine due to the outbreak of anthrax, he added.

The ministry also decided to lift the ban on the import of
all types of beef, sheep and goats (fresh and frozen) and their
derivatives from the Russian Federation due to the outbreak
of foot-and-mouth disease, he said. He also said that the min-
istry decided to lift the ban on the import of all kinds of beef,
sheep and goats (fresh and frozen) and their derivatives from
South Korea due to the outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease,
he said. —KUNA

KD 675,000 
transformers
stolen from 135 wells 
KUWAIT: The Ministry of Electricity and Water began
emergency operation of several ground water wells in Shiqaya
while they wait for a solution after thieves stole power trans-
formers from 135 wells. Each transformer costs KD 5,000,
setting the total value of the stolen transformers at KD
675,000. Meanwhile, informed sources said the ministry is
preparing a tender to buy new transformers to replace the
stolen ones which are necessary to operate the wells, adding
that workers were able to operate 10 wells through 11 kilovolt
power lines. The wells are used to mix distilled and brackish
water to supply several areas with irrigation water for gardens
and to wash cars and homes, the sources added.

Woman electrocuted
A woman died by electrocution at her mother’s farm, Al-

Rai reported. The woman was walking around in the farm
when she stepped into a muddy pond, then fell unconscious
after shaking violently. Paramedics were called and they
rushed the woman to Jahra hospital, where she was later pro-
nounced dead after doctors failed to resuscitate her. Police
discovered that water leaked to a power cable near the pond,
which caused the electrocution. The victim’s body was re-
covered by the coroner.

Fatal accident
A motorist stopped to allow a pedestrian to cross the

street, but a car hit her vehicle from behind, pushing it for-
ward to hit the man and leave him with fatal injuries. The ac-
cident occurred at a street in Jahra, where the female driver
called police immediately after it happened. Police and para-
medics arrived to the scene shortly after and they took the
victim to hospital, where he was pronounced dead. The
woman, along with the male driver of the vehicle that hit hers,
were taken to Jahra police station for further questioning.

Wedding spoiled
Faulty wiring briefly spoiled a wedding as guests were

asked out of the hall when thick smoke filled the place. Fire-
fighters, paramedics and policemen rushed to the place in
response to an emergency call, and discovered the source of
the problem, which was repaired in a short time, then guests
were allowed back in. — Translated by Kuwait Times from
Al-Rai and Al-Anbaa


