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KERCH: A teenage gunman who killed 20 people in
a Crimean college had spoken of taking revenge for
bullying, a girl claiming to be his ex-girlfriend said
yesterday, while Russian President Vladimir Putin
said the massacre was influenced by American
shootings.  Putin said at a forum in the southern city
of Sochi that the killing was the “result of globalisa-
tion” and the continuation of a trend that had begun
in the US.

“We do not create enough good (online) content
for young people. This
leads to this kind of
tragedy,” said the presi-
dent, whose government
has in recent years in-
creased its control on the
internet. Putin’s remarks
came as investigators
sought to establish what
prompted 18-year-old
Vladislav Roslyakov to
open fire on fellow students at a technical college in
Kerch, a city in the Moscow-annexed Crimean
peninsula, before killing himself. More than 40 others
were injured.

In an interview with state media, a girl claiming to
be his ex-girlfriend described him as a “kind and
considerate” person who had complained of bullying.
“He would say that he lost trust in people when his
classmates began humiliating him for not being like
everyone else,” a 15-year-old named as Zlata told the
Kremlin-funded RT outlet. “Vladislav was always
telling me about his frequent fights with people

around him,” she said, adding that he “didn’t want to
live” because of it. 

The girl, who broke up with Roslyakov at an un-
specified time before the killing, said he was a shoot-
ing enthusiast.  “I’m sorry for the people he shot and
I’m very sorry that he killed himself. He was a very
good friend,” she said. 

Horrific injuries
Russia’s health ministry put the latest death toll at

20. A few hours earlier, city
authorities published a list
of 19 of the victims-nine of
them under the age of 18. A
15-year-old boy, Sergei
Stepanenko, was the
youngest to die in the
shooting. One of the girls
who died, 16-year-old
Darya Chegerest, “tried to
help others” as the attack

unfolded but was killed, her fellow first-year student
Viktoria Voiko told AFP.  

Russia’s Columbine
Many of those hospitalized were injured by an

explosion that blasted metal ball bearings and other
items into their bodies, ripping into organs. Health
minister Veronika Skvortsova told journalists that
most of those who died suffered gunshot wounds.
She said the explosion made “mincemeat” of the vic-
tims and several had limbs amputated.

The gunman “moved from room to room and, like

an experienced special forces fighter, first threw a
home-made grenade before going to shoot people,”
Russian daily Kommersant wrote. It called the shoot-
ing an “unprecedented crime in Russia”, which has
strict gun controls. Several media outlets made a
comparison with the 1999 Columbine High School
shooting in the US, which left 13 people dead.

They described photographs circulating on the
internet showing Roslyakov wearing a similar T-
shirt to Eric Harris, one of the Columbine killers.
“On paper, he had an ideal character. We simply do

not understand,” Crimean leader Sergei Aksyonov
told journalists. According to Kommersant, the
teenager “grew up in a rather poor family” with a
disabled father. 

The paper said Roslyakov’s mother is a Jehovah’s
Witness-a Christian organisation considered “ex-
tremist” and banned in Russia. Russian television re-
ported she works as an orderly at one of the hospitals
that treated victims. According to the RIA Novosti
agency, security forces raided Roslyakov’s family
home following the killings. —AFP

Crimea teen gunman spoke of bullying 
revenge; investigators seek motive

Crimea mourns after fatal college attack

SIMFEROPOL, Crimea: A woman cries during a church service for the victims of the Kerch’s college in Simfer-
opol, Crimea. —AFP

World leaders to 
attend Paris WWI 
commemorations
PARIS: More than 60 world leaders, includ-
ing US President Donald Trump and Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin, will travel to
Paris next month for commemorations of the
end of World War I a century ago, French of-
ficials said yesterday. On November 10 — a
day before the commemorations in Paris-
French President Emmanuel Macron and
German Chancellor Angela Merkel will also
attend a ceremony near Compiegne, north-
ern France, where the armistice ending the
war was signed on November 11, 1918,
Macron’s office said.

The main ceremony will take place at the
Arc de Triomphe war monument in Paris at 11
a.m. on November 11 — marking the time when
guns finally fell silent after four years of trench
warfare and general European slaughter. Later
in the day, guests will be invited to participate
in a Peace Forum, to be opened by Merkel, an
event which France wants to turn into an an-

nual multilateral peace conference.
Earlier in November, Macron will spend a

week touring the country’s WWI battlefields,
including Verdun, scene of the longest-lasting
battle which left at least 700,000 dead on both
sides. “The idea is to commemorate our ‘poilus’
(hairy) ancestors,” the presidency said, using
a nickname for French WWI rank-and-file
troops. Macron will also “pay homage to the
French people’s extraordinary capacity-which
has never failed-to rebuild and start anew after
a war,” the presidency said.

A special cabinet meeting will be held in
Charleville-Mezieres, in the Ardennes, an area
which saw much destruction during the war
and which today suffers from de-industrializa-
tion and high unemployment. German Presi-
dent Frank-Walter Steinmeier will also attend
a Franco-German friendship concert on No-
vember 4 in the eastern city of Strasbourg,
part of the Alsace region which was returned
to France in 1918 after being seized by Prussia
in 1870.

Only countries which “sent troops or work-
ers to the European theatres of war” have been
invited to the Paris ceremonies, the presidential
office, said when asked to explain the absence
of countries such as Saudi Arabia.—AFP

Facebook
launches ‘war
room’ to combat
manipulation
MENLO PARK: In Facebook’s “War Room,” a
nondescript space adorned with American and
Brazilian flags, a team of 20 people monitors
computer screens for signs of suspicious ac-
tivity. The freshly launched unit at Facebook’s
Menlo Park headquarters in California is the
nerve center for the fight against misinforma-
tion and manipulation of the largest social net-
work by foreign actors trying to influence
elections in the United States and elsewhere.

Inside, the walls have clocks showing the
time in various regions of the US and Brazil,
maps and TV screens showing CNN, Fox
News and Twitter, and other monitors showing
graphs of Facebook activity in real time. Face-
book, which has been blamed for doing too lit-
tle to prevent misinformation efforts by Russia
and others in the 2016 US election, now wants
the world to know it is taking aggressive steps
with initiatives like the war room.

“Our job is to detect ... anyone trying to ma-
nipulate the public debate,” said Nathaniel Gle-

icher, a former White House cybersecurity pol-
icy director for the National Security Council
who is now heading Facebook’s cybersecurity
policy. “We work to find and remove these ac-
tors.” Facebook has been racing to get meas-
ures in place and began operating this nerve
center-with a hastily taped “WAR ROOM” sign
on the glass door-for the first round of the
presidential vote in Brazil on October 7.

It didn’t take long to find false information
and rumors being spread which could have
had an impact on voters in Brazil. “On election
day, we saw a spike in voter suppression (mes-
sages) saying the election was delayed due to
protests. That was not a true story,” said
Samidh Chakrabarti, Facebook’s head of civic
engagement. Chakrabarti said Facebook was
able to remove these posts in a couple of
hours before they went viral. “It could have
taken days.”

Humans and machines
At the unveiling of the war room for a small

group of journalists including AFP this week,
a man in a gray pork pie hat kept his eyes
glued to his screen where a Brazilian flag was
attached. He said nothing but his mission was
obvious-watching for any hints of interference
with the second round of voting in Brazil on
October 28. The war room, which will ramp up
activity for the November 6 midterm US elec-
tions, is the most concrete sign of Facebook’s
efforts to weed out misinformation. —AFP

He didn’t 
want to live


