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WASHINGTON: The United States will
merge the US Consulate General, which
serves Palestinians, with its new embassy
into a single diplomatic mission in
Jerusalem, Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo said yesterday. “This decision is driven
by our global efforts to improve the effi-
ciency and effectiveness of our opera-
tions,” Pompeo said in a statement. “It
does not signal a change of US policy on
Jerusalem, the West Bank, or the Gaza
Strip.” The consulate-general in Jerusalem
is the top mission for Palestinians, who
want East Jerusalem for their capital.

“We will continue to conduct a full
range of reporting, outreach, and pro-
gramming in the West Bank and Gaza as
well as with Palestinians in Jerusalem
through a new Palestinian Affairs Unit in-
side US Embassy Jerusalem,” Pompeo
said. He said the Trump administration was
committed to a peace effort between Israel
and the Palestinians. US President Donald
Trump outraged the Arab world and
stoked international concern by recogniz-
ing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital in Decem-
ber and moving the US Embassy from Tel
Aviv to Jerusalem in May.

The status of Jerusalem is one of the

thorniest disputes between Israel and the
Palestinians and Palestinian leaders ac-
cused Trump of sowing instability by over-
turning decades of US policy. Palestinians,
with broad international backing, seek
East Jerusalem as the capital of a state
they want to establish in the occupied
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Israel re-

gards all of the city, including the eastern
sector it captured in the 1967 Middle East
war and annexed, as its “eternal and indi-
visible capital,” but that is not recognized
internationally. The Trump administration
has avoided that description, and noted
that the city’s final borders should be de-
cided by the parties. — Reuters

BRUSSELS: EU and Arab leaders will meet in Egypt in late
February for their first summit as part of efforts to forge a new
European-African alliance and fight migrant smuggling, EU of-
ficials said yesterday. European Union leaders first mentioned
the summit in Austria last month as they vowed to intensify
talks with Egypt and other north African countries to curb il-
legal migration. “The European Council welcomes the holding
of the forthcoming first summit between the 28 EU Member
States and the League of Arab States, hosted by Egypt on 24-
25 February 2019,” the council of EU leaders said after a sum-
mit in Brussels.

The Cairo-based Arab League includes North African coun-
tries Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco as well as
those in the Middle East and Gulf. EU officials said the summit
was part of a broader push to build closer ties with Africa out-
lined by European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker
in September. “It is now much more than about migration and
fighting traffickers,” an EU official told reporters. —AFP
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‘This decision will improve efficiency of our operations’

JERUSALEM: In this file photo, a woman poses for a picture next to an inauguration
plaque during the opening of the US embassy in Jerusalem. — AFP


