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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
threatened yesterday to send the military to close
its southern border if Mexico fails to stem the
“onslaught” of migrants from Central America, in
a series of tweets that blamed Democrats ahead
of the midterm elections. The attack comes with
Trump’s Republicans fighting to retain control of
Congress in the November 6 vote, and as thou-
sands of migrants from impoverished Honduras
were marching north through Guatemala toward
the United States. 

“I am watching the Democrat Party led (be-
cause they want Open Borders and existing weak
laws) assault on our country by Guatemala, Hon-
duras and El Salvador, whose leaders are doing
little to stop this large flow of people, INCLUD-
ING MANY CRIMINALS,” Trump said. “In ad-
dition to stopping all payments to these
countries, which seem to have almost no control
over their population, I must, in the strongest of
terms, ask Mexico to stop this onslaught - and if
unable to do so I will call up the US Military and
CLOSE OUR SOUTHERN BORDER!”

The tweets came as Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo prepared to embark on a tour of the re-
gion that will see him visit Mexico ahead of its
December inauguration of President-elect An-
dres Manuel Lopez Obrador, as well as Panama.
Trump has made cracking down on illegal immi-
gration and building a wall that stretches the

length of the 1,954-mile border a keystone of his
presidency, but his animus toward Mexico had
cooled since Obrador’s election in July.

Despite their sharp differences, the US and
Mexico have made progress on several issues, in-
cluding the signing of an updated transcontinen-
tal trade pact, the US-Mexico-Canada
Agreement (USMCA). But, possibly with an eye
on November 6 polls that will determine whether
Republicans retain control of Congress, Trump
returned to the fiery rhetoric that has marked his
past relations with Mexico. “The assault on our
country at our Southern Border, including the
Criminal elements and DRUGS pouring in, is far
more important to me, as President, than Trade
or the USMCA,” he said.

Caravan presses on    
It was not immediately clear what form of mil-

itary deployment Trump had in mind. The presi-
dent announced plans in April to send thousands
of National Guard troops to the border, where
they could remain until his promised wall is con-
structed. At least five US states later refused to
send the troops amid an outcry over a policy to

separate migrant children from their parents,
since discontinued.

Exhausted after tramping in the sun and rain,
an advance group of the Honduran migrants on
Wednesday took refuge in a church-sponsored
shelter in the center of Guatemala City.  —AFP

Trump threatens to close US-Mexico 
border over migrant ‘onslaught’

Trump to send National Guard troops to border 

Political newbies 
jump into US 
electoral fray
WASHINGTON: Hundreds of everyday Americans with zero
political experience are jumping into the fray for the mid-term
congressional elections in a country that has become ever
more polarized since Donald Trump was elected president in
2016. AFP has spoken to a dozen or so of these people who
have moved past the party-primary stage and will fight for a
seat in Congress on November 6, when all 435 seats in the
House of Representatives and a third of the 100-member Sen-
ate are up for grabs, as are myriad local positions.

“We have people in Congress right now who ... don’t know
what it’s like” to be without food or proper health care, said
Deb Haaland, 57, a Democrat running for a House seat and
the distinction of becoming the first Native American woman
to serve in Congress.   Haaland has been active in local poli-
tics in her native New Mexico. But she says it was Trump’s
surprise win that got her interested in joining politics at the
national level.

That sentiment is found among many new Democratic
hopefuls, including a record number of women, who have left
their mark on the American political scene since their some-
times shock victories in the primaries. A former refugee, Ilhan
Omar, 36, could become the first Somali-American woman in
the House and one of its first Muslim women. Ayanna Press-
ley, a 40-something African-American woman who is trying
to move from local politics in Boston to a seat in Washington,
promises to be “part of a movement that brings change and
a new perspective to Washington.” —AFP

Trump gives 
FBI a week 

to investigate

SANTA TERESA: In this file photo workers replace an old section of the wall between the
US and Mexico in Santa Teresa, New Mexico, close to Ciudad Juarez in Mexico’s Chi-
huahua State. —AFP 

Italy, Austria at 
odds over S
Tyrol dual
citizenship
BOLZANO, Italy: A diplomatic row threat-
ens to disrupt Italy’s Alpine province of
South Tyrol: over the question of national
identity and whether some of its inhabi-
tants should have the right to Austrian cit-
izenship. Italy’s wealthiest province elects
its new autonomous parliament on Sunday
as Vienna and Rome lock horns over a pro-
posal by Austrian Chancellor Sebastian
Kurz to offer Austrian passports to South
Tyroleans. But the offer extends to speak-
ers of German or the regional language
Ladin-not to those who only speak Italian.

While the passport issue isn’t on the
ballot per se, and other issues such as im-
migration have dominated the campaign,
the dual-nationality question has never-
theless been a hot-button topic.  Propo-
nents of dual citizenship claim it will forge
a stronger European identity in the face of
growing far-right and populist forces. But
critics fear offering Austrian nationality
only to German- and Ladin-speakers
could prove divisive in a territory often
held up as a model of peaceful cohabita-
tion between the different linguistic

groups. And a furious Italian government
sees Kurz’s proposal as an attack on its
sovereignty. “You can’t give away pass-
ports without our consent,” Interior Min-
ister Matteo Salvini said at the weekend.
“A dual passport is out of the question.”
Vienna, which has yet to draw up a con-
crete roadmap for its scheme, has recently
sought to calm the waters, promising to
proceed solely with Rome’s consent. 

‘We have nothing to do with Italy’ 
In South Tyrol’s capital Bolzano, the

low-key campaign is in evidence only
through a few political posters in the
town’s green spaces. For retired bank em-
ployee Rene, Austrian citizenship would be
a dream come true.  “We have nothing to
do with Italy. It’ll give us back a feeling of

belonging to our Austrian homeland,” he
said. Part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire
for over five centuries, South Tyrol was
ceded to Italy after World War I, but
awarded autonomous status.

Subjected to forced “Italianization” by
Benito Mussolini from the 1920s, just before
World War II the province’s German speak-
ers were offered the option of “returning”
to Nazi Germany or remaining as fully
fledged Italians. In 1948, the rights of the
three main language groups-German, Ital-
ian and Ladin-were enshrined in the terri-
tory’s autonomy statute. But for many the
dream of rejoining Austria, or attaining in-
dependence from Italy, never faded. There
was even a series of separatist bombings
during the 1950s and 1960s. —AFP

BOLZANO, Italy: A man passes by election posters in Bolzano, Italy. — AFP 


