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The trial of Russian stage and screen director Kirill
Serebrennikov started yesterday, more than a year after
he was placed under house arrest in a controversial

embezzlement probe. Prosecutors say Serebrennikov embezzled
over $2 million of state funding for a theatre project.  He has dis-
missed the charges against him as “absurd” and insists the mon-
ey went on mounting productions. Supporters see the probe as
part of a crackdown on artistic independence under President
Vladimir Putin.

The closed hearing at Moscow’s Meshchansky court at 10am
(0700 GMT) will allow the sides to present their arguments before
a judge. A date will also be set for further hearings on the sub-
stance of the case. The 49-year-old has been held under a repeat-
edly extended house arrest since August 2017.  A number of his
collaborators were detained and are facing charges.
Serebrennikov’s movie “Leto” (Summer), based on the story of a
cult late-Soviet rock group, was screened in competition at the
Cannes film festival this year in his absence.

He was unable to attend the premiere of his ballet based on the
life of Russian dance legend Rudolf Nureyev at the Bolshoi Theatre

late last year. The production was itself mired in controversy and its
opening was delayed by six months.  Management cited an under-
rehearsed cast but others said the ballet’s explicit homosexual
themes or the criminal case against its director were the real cause.
In 2012 Serebrennikov was appointed to oversee a failing, state-
run theatre now known as the Gogol Centre. 

Under his management it became one of Moscow’s best the-
atres and a hotspot for the capital’s liberal intelligentsia. But his
appointment and experimental work there-frequently featuring
nudity and strong language-angered cultural conservatives.
“There was a battle against him ever since he took over the
Gogol Centre,” John Freedman, a Moscow-based expert on con-
temporary Russian theatre, told AFP.  Four months after he was
placed under house arrest, a court seized his assets, including his
apartment and car. Dozens of prominent figures in Russia and
international stars, including Cate Blanchett and Ian McKellen
have called for Serebrennikov to be freed without charge. Since
the criminal case against him Serebrennikov has become the most
recognizable face of Moscow theatre, with calls for his release at
premieres and curtain calls in the capital. — AFP
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Russian stage and screen director Kirill Serebrennikov
enters a courtyard in Moscow yesterday. — AFP

Patrick Wilson is to reprise his role alongside
Vera Farmiga in the ‘Conjuring’ franchise to star
in the third ‘Annabelle’ movie. The 45-year-old

actor and Vera, 45 - who play Ed and Lorraine Warren
in the film series - appeared in the earlier films in the
franchise, and are set to play supporting roles in the
untitled ‘Annabelle’ project, Deadline reports. The
third ‘Annabelle’ movie will open with the Warrens
bringing the Annabelle doll to their Artifacts Room,
assuming it will stop the doll from creating chaos. But
in actual fact, Annabelle awakens the room’s evil and
then targets Judy, the Warrens’ ten-year-old daughter. 

Mckenna Grace will play the role of Judy in the
Gary Dauberman-directed movie. Meanwhile, James
Wan previously revealed he always had ambitions to
turn ‘The Conjuring’ into something bigger. The direc-
tor - who helmed the first movie in the movie-spinning
franchise - discussed his long-term ambitions for the
series prior to the release of ‘The Nun’, which was a
spin-off of ‘The Conjuring 2’. — Bang Showbiz
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Melissa McCarthy “wormed her way in” to her
new film ‘Can You Ever Forgive Me?’ The
48-year-old actress usually opts for comedy

roles but wanted to take a part in the new biopic after
her husband Ben Falcone was cast in the movie. She
said: “He was cast first, and then I wormed my way in.
That’s what he gets for showing me the script! ... I felt
a little disappointed in myself that I didn’t know who
she was. I lived in New York during this time period,
and I thought, ‘I should have known her.’ Then to find
out the FBI got involved and she was convicted ... I
was like, ‘Why don’t I know the story?’” Melissa plays
real-life author Lee Israel. 

In a bid to prop up her failing writing career, she
forged letters from famous artists to make money and
was later caught out and pleaded guilty to conspiracy
to transport stolen property, serving six months under
house arrest. Speaking about being able to show off
her dramatic skills, she added to Good Morning
America: “It was fantastic. I know that it is tonally
something that I’m not really known for.. but for me it’s
like, I still fall in love with the character, I fall in love
with the story. — BangShowbiz
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Idris Elba is reportedly close to agreeing a deal to star in
Tom Hooper’s adaptation of ‘Cats’. The London-born
actor is being eyed to appear alongside the likes of Sir

Ian McKellen, Jennifer Hudson, James Corden, and Taylor
Swift in the much-anticipated adaptation of Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s money-spinning musical, Variety reports. Idris, 46,
has already played a feline role in his career, starring as
Shere Khan in 2016’s ‘The Jungle Book’. The ‘Cats’ movie is
to be produced by Tom, Tim Bevan, Eric Fellner and Debra
Hayward, while Steven Spielberg will be one of the executive
producers of the project. The adaptation has been in the
works for years, with Tom - who directed ‘Les Miserables’ -
previously teasing the ambition back in 2016.

In recent years, Idris has also been repeatedly linked with
the role of James Bond. Speculation has frequently suggest-
ed that the ‘Luther’ star could replace Daniel Craig as the
next 007, but an insider recently claimed that the coveted
role is set to be handed to Richard Madden instead. A source
said: “It’s seriously looking like he [Madden] is going to get
the job.” Barbara Broccoli, the executive producer at Eon
Productions, is likely to have the final say on who will
become the next Bond. — BangShowbiz
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