
British rocker Noel Gallagher
triumphed at the Q Awards in
London on Wednesday,

scooping two prizes at the annual
ceremony hosted by UK music mag-
azine Q. The former Oasis song-
writer, who released his third album
“Who Built the Moon?” with his
High Flying Birds band last year, won
Q Best Solo Artist and Q Outstand-
ing Contribution To Music at the
awards which were established in
1990. Singer-songwriter Paul Weller,
who came to fame with The Jam in
the 1970s and last week played a ca-
reer-spanning gig at London’s Royal
Festival Hall, was named Best Act In
The World Today.

Pop duo Let’s Eat Grandma took
the Q Best Album award for “I’m All
Ears” while Q Best Breakthrough
Act went jointly to bands Goat Girl
and Idles. Both categories are
among several voted for by readers
of the magazine. Other honourees
included Suede lead singer Brett An-
derson, who took the Q Lifetime

Achievement Award, Chic co-
founder Nile Rodgers, who was
given the Q Legend honor while the
Q Icon went to Echo & The Bunny-
men frontman Ian McCulloch. Indie
band Wolf Alice, who last month won
Britain’s respected Mercury Prize
for the critically-acclaimed “Visions
of a Life” album, took Q Best Live
Act. — Reuters
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Bruce Willis film
cancelled after Fan
Bingbing tax case

AChinese World War II epic featuring Hollywood A-
listers Bruce Willis and Adrien Brody has been
shelved after co-star Fan Bingbing was targeted by

authorities for tax evasion, local media reported. Fan is one
of China’s most high-profile celebrities, and has appeared
in blockbusters “X-Men: Days of Future Past” and the
Chinese version of “Iron Man 3”. But the 36-year-old
megastar disappeared from the public eye for months this
year, fuelling speculation that she was being investigated
in her home country.

She has since apologized and been ordered to pay
nearly $130 million in back taxes and fines, the official Xin-
hua news agency reported on October 3. Her latest film,
by Chinese director Xiao Feng, was due to open next
week.  But Xiao wrote on China’s Twitter-like Weibo plat-
form on Wednesday that it was “time to let go” of his latest
feature “Air Strike” after eight years of work, though he
added that “letting go is not giving up”. Xiao, who apolo-
gized to the film’s distribution companies and fans, did not
say if or when the movie’s debut would be rescheduled.

State-run media Global Times also posted on Weibo
on Wednesday that the movie had been “cancelled without
explanation”. Beijing News and news website Sina, citing
unnamed sources from film promotion firms, also reported

the cancellation. The halting of “Air Strike” comes as
China’s film industry faces a broader reckoning from tax
authorities. Celebrity TV host Cui Yongyuan-who leaked
Fan’s movie contract documents earlier this year-called
“Air Strike” a “huge fraud” after the actress apologized,
without elaborating.

Xinhua has reported that authorities have declared a
wider crackdown on the entertainment industry, with of-
fenders given an amnesty until December 31 to pay any
taxes they owe. The tax scandal has put a spotlight on the
alleged use of “yin and yang” dual contracts in China, in
which people sign one document for income declared to
tax authorities and a second one is kept secret. — AFP
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This file picture shows Chinese actress Fan Bingbing pos-
ing as she arrives for the screening of the film “Ash is
Purest White (Jiang hu er nv)” at the 71st edition of the
Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, southern France. — AFP

Snakes resting on a window of the Baungdawgyoke pagoda, outside
Yangon.

A monk touching a snake resting in his room in the Baungdawgyoke
pagoda, outside Yangon. — AFP

A snake resting on a Buddha statue at the Baungdawgyoke pagoda,
outside Yangon.

Crossing a bridge to the middle of a lake in Myanmar’s
Yangon region, pilgrims arrive at a temple to pin their
hopes on the pythons slinking across the temple’s floors

and draped across windows. “People come here because they
believe that their prayers will be fulfilled when they ask for
something,” said Sandar Thiri, a nun residing at the Baungdaw-
gyoke pagoda-dubbed the “snake temple” by locals. “The rule
is that people can only ask for one thing, not many things,” she
said. “Don’t be greedy.”

In the main room of the temple is a tree with figurines of Bud-
dha around it. The serpents move slowly through the branches,
their forked tongues darting in and out as they gaze down on the
worshippers prostrating themselves.

Many locals regard the presence of the dozens of pythons,
some measuring up to two or three meters in length, as a sign of
the pagoda’s power.  Win Myint, 45, said he has been coming to
Baungdawgyoke since he was a child. “Now I am older and I come
to give offerings, which has made some of my wishes come true.”

Nearby, a monk dozes on a chair with two serpents curled at
his feet, their thick bodies holding 1,000 kyat notes (worth about
60 US cents) tucked in between their coils by hopeful visitors. A

woman, brave enough to venture close to a python, gently ca-
resses it. The mythical “naga”-a Sanskrit word for snake-is a com-
mon figure seen in temples throughout Southeast Asia, where
Buddhist, Hindu and animist influences are intertwined. Nagas are
usually carved out of stone and placed at the entrances. But see-
ing a live snake slithering among Buddha statues is rare, and for
some visitors, that serves as a draw to visit Baungdawgyoke-a
short drive southwest of downtown Yangon.

With snakes curled up next to meditating monks, the image is
reminiscent of a story in Buddhist mythology when the Buddha
sat under a tree to meditate.  According to the legend, as it started
to rain, a cobra protected Buddha by fanning its hood wide over
his head to act as a shelter. Nay Myo Thu, a 30-year-old farmer,
believes he will receive good fortune by bringing the snakes he
finds in his fields to the temple instead of killing them, adhering
to a Buddhist belief that all animals are sentient beings that can
be reincarnated as humans. “I don’t want to bring about any mis-
fortune by killing a creature,” Nay Myo Thu said. “Catching and
donating the snakes brings me good fortune instead.”—AFP

The Baungdawgyoke pagoda, as seen from a lake outside Yangon.

Myanmar Buddhist temple now a nirvana for snakes


