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AUSTIN: Lewis Hamilton stands on the verge of
history this week as he needs to out-score Se-
bastian Vettel by eight points at the United
States Grand Prix to become only the third five-
time Formula One world champion. If he does,
the 33-year-old Briton will join Juan Manuel
Fangio, champion in 1951, 1954, 1955, 1956 and
1957 and Michael Schumacher, the title-winner
in 1994 and 1995 who delivered five more for
Ferrari from 2000 to 2004, in an exclusive hall
of sporting fame.

Having won five of the previous six American
races held at Austin’s Circuit of the Americas, in
Texas, Hamilton is a hot favorite to win again and
wrap up the title fight, but he is distancing him-
self from that narrative. Instead, despite luxuri-
ating in a 67-point lead after a streak of six wins
in seven outings, including the last four in suc-
cession, the Mercedes racer has done his utmost
to warn against any sign of complacency.

“That part is easy for me because I’m very,
very strict on not being complacent with our po-
sition and still there are 100 points available,” he
said. “I know we still have to continue doing the
job we’re doing now right until the last flag.
That’s the goal — knowing from past experience
that so much can happen. “I’ll focus on amend-
ments I’d like them to focus on making for next
year’s car, but also how we can also continue to
extract from this car because there’s still areas
we can improve.” Having tasted title defeats in
the past, notably in his maiden F1 season in 2007

and when former Mercedes team-mate Nico
Rosberg beat him in 2016, Hamilton can draw on
bitter experience to drive himself toward his ob-
jectives. “It’s one thing dreaming it and one thing
executing it,” he said. “We knew we would have
a tough battle this year — you saw the ups and
downs at the beginning of the season.

‘Class act’ 
“It was such an unknown. I always do plan on

coming back stronger in the second half of the
season and the preparations I went through in
my break were spot-on — and allowed me to
perform better.” Hamilton can afford to be con-
servative in his racing and still take the title if
Vettel and Ferrari are unable to beat him or win
the race. But if he wins, the German must finish
second to keep his hopes alive, albeit only math-
ematically. Third behind a victorious Hamilton
would not be enough. 

Aware that it was Kimi Raikkonen, in a Fer-
rari, who took the 2007 title when Hamilton lost
momentum in the final races, and that the only
other winner in Austin has been Vettel, with Red
Bull in 2013, Hamilton himself knows he cannot
relax. “There’s still 100 points available and any-
thing can happen,” he said, ignoring the siren call
of his easy enjoyment of America, where he feels
so much at home as he showed while fulfilling
media duties in New York.

That focus and tenacity are among the qual-
ities that his Mercedes team chief Toto Wolff

highlighted when he described him a “class act”
and a driver who is “more complete than ever
before”. Wolff also pointed out that Hamilton’s
level of performance was challenging the entire
team to perform at higher levels. He added that
this title scrap is “far from over” and that past

results in Austin will “have no impact” this week-
end. “Everyone knows that we cannot take any-
thing for granted, so we will be as diligent as
ever, keep our heads down and work hard to get
a good result in Texas,” said Wolff, adding that
Ferrari will push until the final corner. — AFP 
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SUZUKA: Mercedes’ British driver Lewis Hamilton gets inside his car during a practice session
for the Formula One Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka. — AFP 

‘Third-choice’
Cipriani 
overlooked by
England
TWICKENHAM: Danny Cipriani was labeled
England’s “third-choice fly-half” by coach
Eddie Jones as he explained why he had left
the in-form playmaker out of his squad for the
November internationals at Twickenham.
Cipriani has impressed for Gloucester this
season, and was named Premiership player of
the month for September.

But that was not enough to persuade Jones
to include him in a 36-man squad announced
yesterday for next month’s home Tests against
South Africa, New Zealand, 2019 World Cup
hosts Japan and Australia. Despite being Eng-
land’s starting No 10 in their most recent game
against South Africa in June and producing an
excellent opening to the season at his new
club, Jones left him out of an initial training
squad and the Australian stuck with his deci-
sion yesterday.

‘Tough on Danny’ 
Instead George Ford and Owen Farrell,

who can also play at inside centre, are Eng-
land’s preferred fly-halves. Farrell has also
been named as a co-captain alongside regular

skipper Dylan Hartley. “We’ve got two good
10s there,” Jones told a Twickenham news
conference. “It’s tough on Danny. He’s our
third-choice at the moment but George and
Owen are our first-two choices.” “I’ve had dis-
cussions with him (Cipriani). He’s worked on
some areas...but there are areas he (still) needs
to work on,” added Jones without elaborating
on what those areas were.

As for splitting the captaincy, former Aus-
tralia and Japan coach Jones said: “I think to
me it almost became a no-brainer. “Having
watched Dylan captain the side for so many
tests and then watching Owen in South Africa,
the combination of those two together is just
a great fit. “Whatever team I’ve coached
where we’ve had success youíve always had
two at the top and traditionally they’ve been
called a captain and a vice-captain, but I see
the role as being co-captains. “Dylan will han-
dle certain things on the field, Owen will han-
dle certain things, the things that come natural
to him, and then off the field we’ve got a great
combination because Dylan’s a bit older,
Owen’s younger.”

‘Hold hands’ 
Jones also said the role of the media in

English rugby union had influenced his deci-
sion to split the captaincy between Hartley and
Farrell. “In England the job of the captain is
probably the biggest job in the world in terms
of rugby so they can share that responsibility
which will help the players in their own prepa-
ration,” he explained. — AFP

Collapse of 
Wembley sale 
‘a blow for 
grassroots game’
LONDON: The collapse of the proposed deal to
sell Wembley stadium has been described as a
“huge disappointment” and a missed opportu-
nity by two of the biggest sponsors of grass-
roots facilities. Fulham owner Shahid Khan had
offered the English Football Association £600
million ($787 million) for the national stadium, as
well as letting it keep the Club Wembley hospi-
tality business, worth around £300 million. But
the American businessman withdrew his contro-
versial offer on Wednesday.

FA chairman Greg Clarke and chief executive
Martin Glenn were both strongly in favour of the
deal and wanted to use the money to fix Eng-
land’s dilapidated changing rooms, waterlogged
pitches and stretched 3G facilities. They hoped
Khan’s £600 million could be the catalyst for a
total investment in community facilities over the
next 20 years of £3.3 billion. But in separate
statements, Glenn admitted the proposed sale
had been “more divisive than anticipated”, while
Khan said it had become clear “there is no de-

finitive mandate to sell Wembley”. The UK’s
largest sports charity, the Football Foundation,
would have been the vehicle the FA used to pick,
manage and fund the projects, as it currently
does with the funding it receives from the FA,
Premier League and government. “News that Mr
Khan has decided to withdraw his offer to buy
Wembley should come as a huge disappoint-
ment to community footballers everywhere,” it
said in a statement.

“Football participation in this country is huge.
Unfortunately, those who play the game, simply
for the love of doing so and for the health bene-
fits, are having to put up with a stock of com-
munity football facilities that is in a shameful
state. “This would have been a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to make considerable in-
roads into probably the most pressing issue
facing football in this country.”

Nick Bitel, the chairman of Sport England, the
government agency that funds grassroots sport,
also expressed his disappointment. “We agree
with the view that the Wembley Stadium offer
was a huge opportunity to boost funding into
the development and maintenance of artificial
and grass pitches up and down the country,” he
said. “Now that this deal is off the table, we hope
the football family will now consider other ways
the much-needed additional funds for grassroots
facilities can be generated.” Former FA chief ex-
ecutive Mark Palios described the collapse of
the sale as a “massive concern” for the grass-
roots game. — AFP 


