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MILAN: AC Milan striker Gonzalo Higuain said
yesterday he was not bitter despite being “kicked
out” by Juventus after superstar Cristiano
Ronaldo’s arrival last summer. Juventus signed
Higuain from Napoli for 90 million euros ($103
million) in 2016, but after the surprise arrival of
Ronaldo from Real Madrid for 100 million euros
($115m) this summer, the Italian giants could not
afford to keep the Argentine.

Higuain — loaned to AC Milan with a 36-mil-
lion-euro option to buy — said he knew something
was afoot when he was left on the bench for the
Italian Cup final against AC Milan in May. “That day,
I had the feeling inside me that maybe something
had broken down. And then they signed Ronaldo,”
Higuain said in an interview with Gazzetto dello
Sport. “The decision to leave was not mine. I gave
everything for Juventus, I won several titles, after
which Cristiano arrived. “The club wanted to make
a leap in quality and they told me that I could not
stay and that they were trying to find a solution. The
best solution was Milan.” But Higuain said that he
felt no thoughts of revenge against his old club
where he won two Serie A and Italian Cup trophies.

“No, not at all. I only feel affection because they
treated me very well,” said the 30-year-old. “My
teammates and the fans treated me really well, but I
never asked to leave. Basically, as everyone says,
they kicked me out. “I immediately felt great love
from Milan and they convinced me.” Higuain — who
will take part in his first derby against city rivals Inter
Milan on Sunday — has scored four goals for Milan
to bring his tally to 115 since his arrival in Serie A in
2013 from Real Madrid.

“Milan have given me something more after a
World Cup which wasn’t great,” he said.  “I’ve found
what I was looking for.” Higuain joined Napoli in
2013 after six years with Real Madrid where he won
three La Liga titles. But he blamed Napoli president
Aurelio De Laurentiis for leaving the club on bad
terms. “(Ezequiel) Lavezzi left on bad terms, (Edin-
son) Cavani the same. With (coach Maurizio) Sarri
on the bench he was already contacting another

coach. “Everyone has had problems with him and
people insult others. I have nothing negative to say
about the Napoli fans, those were three beautiful
years. “They loved me and now they hate me. One
day I’ll say what I think, but right now I can’t.” 

China blacklists former 
The former Chinese owner of AC Milan has

been added to China’s blacklist of untrustworthy
individuals over millions of dollars in unpaid debt,
according to a local court, which ordered that his
passport be confiscated. Li Yonghong emerged
from obscurity to purchase one of Europe’s most
high-profile and decorated football clubs from
former Italian prime minister Silvio Berlusconi in
2017. He was one of dozens of wealthy Chinese
investing in or simply buying up some of the
sport’s biggest clubs after President Xi Jinping
declared he wanted to turn China into a football
superpower. But Li’s control of AC Milan was
plagued from the start and this summer a creditor
took over the club.

The order from the Jingmen City Intermediate
People’s Court in central China this autumn, made
public in October, is the latest indication of Li’s de-
clining fortunes. Li was on the hook for 60 million
yuan ($8.7 million) in unpaid debt to a Hubei
province investment company, and a 12 million yuan
($1.7 million) penalty, according to the court. But
the court found no assets to seize and repay the
creditor as Li had no bank deposits or cars regis-
tered in his name.

Instead, Li’s name was added to China’s national
blacklist of untrustworthy individuals, which re-
stricts people from travel by high-speed train and
airplane, staying in pricey hotels, or getting a credit
card. As a Hong Kong resident, Li’s passport was
ordered confiscated and he was prohibited from
entering or exiting China, though his current where-
abouts are unknown. The $740 million deal for AC
Milan faced payment problems, with Li’s bid se-
cured only by a last minute, high-interest loan from
a US hedge fund. —AFP

Higuain delighted with Milan 
despite trading with Ronaldo

‘I immediately felt great love from Milan’

MILAN: AC Milan’s Turkish midfielder Hakan Calhanoglu gestures during the Italian Serie A football match be-
tween AC Milan and Chievo Verona on October 7, 2018 at the Giuseppe Meazza Stadium. —AFP

Spurs’ Eriksen
fit for West
Ham clash
LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur play-
maker Christian Eriksen has returned to
the squad for tomorrow’s Premier
League trip to lowly West Ham United
after recovering from a stomach injury,
manager Mauricio Pochettino said yes-
terday. The Denmark playmaker has not
featured for the club since a 2-1 victory
at Brighton & Hove Albion on Sept 22,
leading his national team manager Age
Hareide to claim the 26-year-old might
have a chronic abdominal condition.

“Christian is ready again to compete
and to play. We will decide on Saturday
if he will play from the beginning or from

the bench and I have nothing to say
about the comments from the Denmark
coach,” Pochettino told a news confer-
ence. Tottenham’s Belgium international
Mousa Dembele has also started training
after shaking off a thigh problem while
England midfielder Dele Alli, who has
been suffering with a hamstring prob-
lem, is expected to be back next week.

Pochettino welcomed the return of his
key players ahead of an important run of
fixtures including games against Dutch
side PSV Eindhoven in the Champions
League and Premier League champions
Manchester City later this month. “It will
be a tough month of competition for us.
There are a lot of games ahead and it’s
so important to have nearly all the squad
fit to compete and play and to give op-
tions to rotate and share the games,”
Pochettino added.

Tottenham have lost to Inter Milan
and Barcelona in the Champions League

but are on a three-match winning run in
the Premier League to sit fifth with 18
points from eight matches. Pochettino
hailed the club’s performances despite a
number of England internationals in his
squad enduring a gruelling World Cup
campaign in Russia earlier this year
where they helped the national team to
reach the semi-finals.

“I’ve to remind everyone this is our
best start after eight games. The percep-
tion changed when we lost to Inter Milan
and Barcelona in the Champions League
but we have one more point (in the Pre-
mier League) than last season,” Pochet-
tino said. “I am not happy with that
because we are fifth in the table and the
ambition is to be on the top but, at the
same time, we are realistic and with all the
circumstances we suffered in the summer
with the World Cup and everything. “But
we keep fighting and we are very close to
the top of the table. —Reuters

SPANISH LEAGUE PRIMERA

Celta de Vigo v Deportivo Alaves 22:00

beIN SPORTS HD 3

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 

Eintracht Frankfurt v Fortuna D¸sseldorf 21:30

beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE

Olympique Lyonnais v Nimes Olympique 21:45

beIN SPORTS HD 6

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

Rubin Kazan
handed one-year
UEFA ban for
over-spending
PARIS: Russian side Rubin Kazan have been
suspended from European competition for
one season after breaking UEFA’s financial
fair play (FFP) regulations, European foot-
ball’s ruling body said yesterday. “The club is

excluded from participating in the next UEFA
club competition for which it would otherwise
qualify in the next two seasons,” UEFA said.
The ban will come into effect if Rubin qualify
for either the Champions League or Europa
League in 2019/20 or 2020/21. Currently fifth
in the Russian Premier League, Rubin did not
qualify for Europe this season. UEFA’s finan-
cial fair play rules stipulate that a club cannot
spend more than their generated revenue.
French league giants Paris Saint-Germain are
in the midst of a UEFA FFP probe after
spending more than 400m euros in the 2017
summer transfer market to buy Neymar and
Kylian Mbappe. —AFP


