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Saudi Arabia says Khashoggi 
died after brawl in consulate

Kingdom sacks two senior officials, 3 others, arrests 18 Saudis 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday said dissi-
dent journalist Jamal Khashoggi died inside
its Istanbul consulate. US President Donald
Trump said he found the explanation credible,
as Turkey kept up its investigation. Before
dawn yesterday, Riyadh announced that
Khashoggi died during a “brawl” inside the
consulate on Oct 2. Eighteen Saudis have
been arrested in connection with his death
and two top aides of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, as well as three other
intelligence agents, have been sacked.

Saudi Attorney General Sheikh Saud Al-
Mojeb said Khashoggi died after talks at the
consulate degenerated into a physical alterca-
tion. He did not disclose the whereabouts of the
journalist’s body. “Discussions that took place

between him and the persons who met him... at
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul led to a brawl
and a fistfight with the citizen, Jamal Khashoggi,
which led to his death, may his soul rest in
peace,” the attorney general said in a statement.

The Saudi king also ordered the setting up of
a ministerial body under the chairmanship of the
crown prince to restructure the kingdom’s intel-
ligence agency and “define its powers precise-
ly”, Saudi state media said. Key members of the
crown prince’s inner circle, deputy intelligence
chief Ahmad Al-Assiri and royal court media
adviser Saud Al-Qahtani, were sacked. Saudi
Arabia’s Gulf ally, the United Arab Emirates,
welcomed the moves by the king, as did Bahrain
and Egypt.

Trump swiftly endorsed Saudi Arabia’s

explanation, calling it an “important first step”.
“I do, I do,” Trump said when asked if the
Saudis’ explanation was credible, while adding:
“It’s early, we haven’t finished our review or
investigation.” UN chief Antonio Guterres
stressed “the need for a prompt, thorough and
transparent investigation into the circumstances
of Mr Khashoggi’s death and full accountability
for those responsible”, his office said in a state-
ment. Britain’s Foreign Office, which also has
close ties to Riyadh, said it “was a terrible act
and those responsible must be held to account”.

Khashoggi’s Turkish fiancee, Hatice Cengiz,
tweeted in Arabic: “The heart grieves, the eye
tears, and with your separation we are sad-
dened, my dear Jamal,” she said, also asking
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AMRITSAR: Punjab police personnel carry a body of a reveler who was killed in a train accident as he was participating in
the Hindu festival of Dussehra on Friday. — AFP 

AMRITSAR, India: Angry relatives staged a protest
yesterday on the tracks where a speeding train
ploughed into crowds watching fireworks, killing about
60 people in the latest disaster to bedevil India’s railway
network. The Jalandhar-Amritsar express was hurtling
at 90 km per hour when it hit scores of people who had
gathered on the tracks late Friday to get a view of a fire-
work-packed effigy of the demon king Ravana for a
Hindu festival. Many of the victims were dismembered
beyond recognition and police said it would take several
days to complete the identification of the dead. 

Some desperate families went from hospital to hospi-
tal in the northern city of Amritsar yesterday looking for
missing relatives, while the first funerals of some victims
were held. Hardeep Singh, chief medical officer for
Amritsar, told AFP 59 deaths had been confirmed and
90 people had been injured, with seven in critical condi-
tion. Singh said only 25 bodies had been identified so

far. Amritsar’s main hospital did not have enough space
in its morgue, and some corpses were laid outside.

The disaster led to new demands for safety reforms
to India’s accident-plagued railway system, which
records thousands of deaths each year. Sporadic
protests broke out near the accident site, with scores
of protesters calling for action against the local
authorities and the train driver who was questioned by
police yesterday. 

But federal junior minister for Indian Railways ruled
out any punitive action against his staff, including the
driver, saying the national carrier was not at fault.
“There was no lapse on our part and no action against
the driver will be initiated,” Manoj Sinha told reporters
in New Delhi, adding “trains travel in speed only”. 

Police moved the protesters off the tracks and
brought in reinforcements to control a crowd of hun-
dreds that gathered around the scene of the disaster.
Investigators said victims did not hear the train because
the drone of the locomotive was drowned out by fire-
crackers. Another train had narrowly missed the crowds
two minutes earlier, officials said. According to media
reports, the driver told police he did not see the  rev-
ellers until the last second because he had come around
a bend in the dark into the firework smoke.

Continued on Page 24

Angry protests 
after India train 
disaster kills 59

SYDNEY: Liberal Party candidate for Wentworth Dave Sharma waits for voters outside a
polling station during the Wentworth by-election in Bondi Beach yesterday. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia’s embattled con-
servative coalition was yesterday dealt
a spectacular defeat in a crucial by-
election two months after it turfed out
its latest prime minister, sending it in
into minority government. The poll in
the wealthy Sydney seat of Wentworth
was triggered after former prime min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull of the Liberal
Party was ousted in the party coup in
August - the sixth change of national
leaders in the last decade.

The result snuffs out the Liberal-
National coalition’s one-seat majority
and sends the country into yet another
period of political instability ahead of
national elections that have to be
called by mid-May next year. The
Australian Electoral Commission said

with almost 40 percent of the vote in
Wentworth counted, high-profile inde-
pendent candidate Kerryn Phelps was
leading 54.34 percent compared to
45.66 percent for the Liberals’ Dave
Sharma under Australia’s system of
preferential voting.

“I think we can say that Kerryn
Phelps will win the Wentworth by-
election and this has been a pretty bad
result for the Liberal Party,” respected
veteran analyst Antony Green of
national broadcaster ABC said. It is the
biggest-ever swing in a by-election
against a sitting government. At the
heart of voter discontent in the tradi-
tional Liberal seat, which was held by
Turnbull by an 18 percent margin, was
widespread frustration about the lead-
ership merry-go-round and constant
infighting in Canberra.

“What we have done is tapped into
a sentiment in the Australian people, to
talk about the issues that are impor-
tant to them, not the issues about sur-
vival for a particular political party,” 
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GUANTANAMO BAY NAVAL BASE, Cuba: The
controversial Guantanamo Bay prison still houses 40
aging inmates - and with no plans to close it, many of
them will probably remain there until they die. The
population still imprisoned at the military base in Cuba
range from middle-aged to elderly - the oldest inmate
is 71 - so the prison with a history of torture has taken
on some airs of a geriatric facility.

The US Army - directed to ensure Guantanamo can
stay open at least another 25 years - has revamped parts
of the institution home to terror suspects to include a
dedicated medical center and operating rooms. 
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A physical therapy room for older detainees is seen at the US Guantanamo Naval
Base on Oct 16, 2018. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Millions of Americans are using
DNA test kits sold online to research their ancestry,
either out of simple curiosity or to find answers about
their identity. But some academics warn the craze could
reinforce racial stereotypes and divisions. For around
$100 and a few drops of saliva, a number of companies
offer to decipher the genome of their clients and, by
comparing their DNA to other profiles, tell them
whether their ancestors came mostly from West Africa,
southern Europe or from the indigenous peoples of the
Americas, for example.

In a country whose population, for the most part,
arrived in various waves of migration - and where
genealogy has caught the public imagination - the
DNA tests have proven wildly successful. The main
companies offering the service, Ancestry and 23andMe, 
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WASHINGTON: In this photo taken on Oct 17, 2018, a journalist looks at a website
offering DNA testing. — AFP 


