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Tens of thousands
rally for Taiwan’s 
independence vote
TAIPEI: Tens of thousands of Taiwan inde-
pendence campaigners took to the streets
yesterday for a major rally that is a rebuke
to Beijing and a challenge to the island’s
already embattled government. The protest
in central Taipei came as China increasing-
ly pushes its claim to the self-ruling demo-
cratic island and President Tsai Ing-wen
struggles to appease Beijing and inde-
pendence factions.

It was the first large-scale protest
calling for an outright independence
vote since Taiwan first became a
democracy more than 20 years ago.
Organizers claimed a turnout of more
than 100,000. Demonstrators gathered
outside the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) headquarters
chanting slogans and waving flags read-
ing “Independence Referendum”. “Want
Referendum!” and “Oppose
Annexation!” the crowd shouted. China
still sees Taiwan as part of its territory
to be reunified, despite the two sides
being ruled separately since the end of
a civil war on the mainland in 1949.

Taiwan considers itself a sovereign
state, with its own currency, political
and judicial systems, but has never
declared formal independence from the
mainland. Beijing has warned it would
respond with force if Taiwan tried an
official split. Organized by new group
Formosa Alliance, which is backed by
two pro-independence former Taiwan
presidents, Lee Teng-hui and Chen
Shui-bian, the rally called for a public
vote on whether the island should for-
mally declare independence from China.
“We want to tell China to stop bullying
Taiwan,” Alliance leader Kuo Pei-horng,
63, told the crowd. “Taiwanese people
want to be their own master,” he added.

Families brought their young children
to the event, but the majority of pro-
testers were older residents, with some
pro-independence church groups also
joining the rally. “Only through holding
a referendum can Taiwanese people
show to the international community
our right to build an independent new
country,” said Tsai Wen-li, 63, a retired
postal worker who wore a T-shirt read-
ing “Taiwan is my country”. Engineer
Rex Yang, 35, described Taiwan as an
“orphan in the international communi-
ty”. “Taiwanese people want Taiwan to
become a normal country...that is why I
stand out here today”, he said.

Beijing pressure 
Even though the DPP is tradition-

ally independence-leaning, Tsai has
said she wants to maintain the status
quo with China. But that has not pre-
vented relations deteriorating since
she took office in 2016, as she refus-
es to adhere to Beij ing’s l ine that
Taiwan is part of “one China”. Beijing

has made a multi-pronged attack to
erase Taiwan from the international
stage, inc luding blocking i t  f rom
global forums and poaching its dwin-
dling number of official diplomatic
all ies. China has also successfully
pressured global firms to list Taiwan
as part of China on their company
websites. —AFP

US university to 
pay $215 million 
over sex abuse 
LOS ANGELES: The University of Southern California
said Friday it had reached an “agreement in principle”
to pay $215 million in compensation over alleged sexu-
al abuse by a campus gynecologist. Dr George Tyndall
has denied allegations made by hundreds of women
that ranged from rape to inappropriate touching dur-
ing medical examinations during his 30-year career. He
was also accused of taking photos of patients’ genitals
and making lewd remarks about their physiques, as
well as racist and homophobic comments.

Despite mult iple complaints by students and
nurses, he was not investigated until 2016, when an
internal inquiry was launched following a complaint
by a nurse at the center managing reports of sexual
aggression. Even though the investigation found
fault with his examinations, Tyndall was allowed to
retire under an amicable agreement with USC, the
financial details of which have not been disclosed.
Los Angeles police opened their own investigation
and in June searched the doctor’s house. According
to the Los Angeles Times, a total of 463 women have
sued the university, some of them as part of a class
action suit. —AFP

KABUL: Dozens of Afghans were killed or wounded in poll-
related violence yesterday as the legislative election turned
chaotic with hundreds of polling centers failing to open and
voters queuing for hours due to technical glitches and lack of
staff. Election organizers, who have been skewered over their
shambolic preparations for the long-delayed ballot, extended
voting until today for 360 polling centers after hiccups with
voter registration lists and biometric verification devices caused
lengthy delays. 

At least three people were killed and more than 30 wounded
in multiple explosions across Kabul, acting health ministry
spokesman Mohibullah Zeer said, after the Taleban warned vot-
ers to boycott the ballot “to protect their lives”. The Italian
NGO Emergency said 37 people had been taken to its trauma
hospital in Kabul, including a dead
child. An Independent Election
Commission (IEC) employee was
killed and seven others were miss-
ing after the Taleban attacked a
polling centre in the northern
province of Kunduz, destroying
ballot boxes, provincial IEC direc-
tor Mohammad Rasoul Omar said.

Three rockets also struck the
Kunduz provincial capital, but
there were no casualties. The
Taleban claimed it carried out 166
attacks on voting locations, checkpoints and military sites yes-
terday morning. Despite the threat of violence, large numbers of
voters showed up at polling centers in major cities where they
waited hours for them to open. Most polling sites opened late
after teachers employed to handle the voting process failed to
show up on time, said the IEC, which promised to extend voting
by four hours. University student Mohammad Alem said he felt
“frustrated” after spending more than three hours trying to vote
in the northern city of Mazar-i-Sharif, only to discover his name
was not on the registration list. “There also were some problems
with the biometric devices because they were already running
out of charge,” he said. After waiting four hours at a polling cen-

tre, Tabish Forugh tweeted he had not seen “even remotely simi-
lar... chaos” at previous elections.

Rockets and bombs 
Almost nine million people registered to vote in the parlia-

mentary election, which is more than three years late. But
attacks across the country yesterday are likely to deter many
from turning up at the nearly 5,000 polling centers. Hundreds of
people were killed or wounded in the months leading up to the
poll. The killing of a powerful police chief in the southern
province of Kandahar on Thursday further eroded confidence in
the ability of security forces to protect voters. Voting in
Kandahar has been delayed by a week following the attack. As
well as Kunduz, there was a rocket attack near a polling station

in the western province of Herat
that a police spokesman said
wounded a child and numerous
explosions elsewhere. 

Despite the risks, President
Ashraf Ghani urged “every Aghan,
young and old, women and men”
to exercise their right to vote, after
casting his ballot in Kabul. Photos
posted on social media showed
scores of men and women clutch-
ing their identification documents
lining up outside voting centres

across the country amid a heavy security presence.  A woman
dressed in a burqa leaving a polling centre in Mazar-i-Sharif
told AFP she had been worried about “security incidents”, but
decided to vote anyway. “We have to defy the violence,” Hafiza,
57, said. “In previous years we were not happy with the elec-
tions, our votes were sold out.” 

Taleban threats 
The Taleban issued several warnings in the days leading up

to the poll, calling on candidates to withdraw from the race and
for voters to stay home. At least 10 candidates out of more than
2,500 contesting the lower-house election have been killed.

Most of those standing are political novices, and include doc-
tors, mullahs and journalists. Those with the deepest pockets are
expected to win. The United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan, which has spearheaded international efforts to
keep Afghan organizers on track, on Friday called on voters to
“exercise their constitutional right to vote”.  

The poll is seen as a crucial test for next year’s presidential

election and an important milestone ahead of a UN meeting in
Geneva in November where Afghanistan is under pressure to
show progress on “democratic processes”. Preliminary results
will be released on November 10 but there are concerns they
could be thrown into turmoil if the biometric verification devices
are broken, lost or destroyed. Votes cast without the controver-
sial machines will not be counted, the IEC has said.—AFP

3 killed; 30 wounded in multiple explosions

Dozens of casualties as blasts 
rock chaotic Afghan elections

Large numbers 
of voters show 
up amid threat

TAIPEI: Pro-Taiwan independence activists call for the referendum on the
streets in front of the headquarters of the ruling Democratic Progressive
Party (DPP) during a demonstration in Taipei yesterday. —AFP

KHOST: An Afghan policeman searches voters before casting their votes at a polling centre for the
country’s legislative election in Khost Province yesterday. —AFP


