
Bollywood director
fired in India’s
#Metoo storm

Fox Star Studios on Friday sacked a Bollywood
director working on a Hindi-language remake
of hit US movie “The Fault In Our Stars” after

he was accused of sexual harassment by two
women. Mukesh Chhabra is the latest to get
embroiled in India’s #Metoo movement which has
been gaining traction, with several women calling
out powerful men in government, Bollywood and
the media. Fox Star Studios, a joint venture
between Fox and Star India, said Chhabra had
been asked to exit the project as it “takes allega-
tions of sexual harassment of women at workplace
very seriously”.

An internal complaints committee would look
into the allegations against Chhabra, it said in a
statement on Twitter. Two women have accused
Chhabra of sexual harassment during auditions,
according to the local media, both anonymously.
“He (Chhabra) asked me to enact a scene which
had the hero and the heroine hugging each other,”
one of the unnamed women was quoted as saying.
“Under the pretext of showing me how the scene
should be performed, he grabbed me hard and felt
me up. I could feel his hand on my bxxx.”

The other woman, also anonymous, told a news-
paper that she has a recording of a phone call with
him in which he said she would “have to compro-
mise, get physical with people in power”. The film,
starring Sushant Singh Rajput and Sanjana Sanghi,
was supposed to be the directorial debut for
Chhabra, who was previously a casting director.
Chhabra has denied the “unsubstantiated wild
anonymous allegations”.

India’s belated #MeToo movement has made
headlines in recent weeks with women sharing
accounts of alleged harassment on Twitter. The
trigger appears to have been actress Tanushree
Dutta, who accused well-known Bollywood actor
Nana Patekar of inappropriate behavior on a film
set 10 years ago. Since then a slew of popular
Bollywood figures have been accused of sexual
misconduct, including Vikas Bahl, Sajid Khan and
Alok Nath. All have denied the claims. On
Wednesday India’s junior foreign minister M.J.
Akbar announced his resignation after at least 20
women accused him of sexual harassment during
his time as a newspaper editor. Akbar-who denies
the allegations-is suing one of the complainants,
Priya Ramani, for defamation. The first hearing in
the case has been listed for October 31. — AFP
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Jean-Louis Buricand, cafe owner and fan of the late French
singer Johnny Hallyday, brandishes the star’s posthumous
album “Mon pays c’est l’amour” on the day of its release, at
the Leclerc Supermarket of Reims. — AFP photos

Fans celebrate as they walk in the Fnac Champs Elysees store at midnight to buy the late
French singer Johnny Hallyday’s posthumous album upon its release.

French rocker Johnny Hallyday’s posthumous album sold
300,000 copies on Friday after going on sale at mid-
night, the late star’s record company Warner Music

France told AFP. Fans of the singer, whose death last year
sparked a nationwide outpouring of emotion, queued out-
side record stores on Thursday night to get their hands on
the album. Warner, which said the sales figure did not
include downloads from streaming platforms, had earlier
predicted that “Mon pays c’est l’amour” (My Country is
Love) would go platinum (100,000 sales) within minutes of
going on sale.

Hallyday’s 1999 album “Sang pour Sang” (“Blood for
Blood”), sold two million after selling 230,000 copies on its
first day. Hallyday, who had been a star since the 1960s,

died from lung cancer in December aged 74. His death
sparked a bitter inheritance feud between his two biological
children, Laura Smet and David Hallyday, and his last wife
Laeticia. Laeticia Hallyday on Friday said she had been try-
ing to negotiate with the pair. “We are trying (but) it is
complicated, because a lot of things have been orchestrat-
ed,” she told the TF1 television channel. “There is a lot of
hate, contempt, humiliation, lies, which hurts. It’s difficult to
hear, it’s difficult to suffer that,” she added. — AFP

Posthumous Hallyday album
sells 300,000 on first day

Fans watch a video clip of the late French singer Johnny Hallyday upon the midnight release
of his posthumous album.

Thousands of Bangladeshi music fans gathered in the
capital on Friday to mourn the sudden death of one
of the country’s most famous rock stars. Ayub

Bachchu, widely known as AB among his fans, started his
music career in 1978 and was one of the pioneers of the
celebrated underground rock music scene in Bangladesh.
The 57-year-old was also credited with introducing the
blues music genre to Bangladeshi audiences and created
several smash-hit rock tracks with his band Love Runs
Blind. He was declared dead at a Dhaka hospital after a
cardiac arrest on Thursday.

Fans grieved on social media over the passing of
Bachchu, one of the major patrons of the rock genre in
the conservative South Asian country. Over 10,000 peo-

ple took to the streets in the capital’s Shahid Minar
neighborhood with flowers to pay homage to the guitar
maestro. “He stood tall and will stand tall with his songs,”
said reputed musician Hamin Ahmed. “He will be missed!”
Bangladesh’s president, prime minister and culture minis-
ter also all paid tribute. Thousands of people attended his
funeral prayers for Bachchu in Dhaka before his body
was taken to the port city of Chittagong, his hometown,
where he will be laid to rest. “This is an untimely demise
of such a legend,” transport minister Obaidul Quader told
reporters as he paid homage to the rock star. — AFP

Rihanna turns down
Super Bowl show,
backs Kaepernick

Pop superstar Rihanna declined an offer to per-
form at a Super Bowl halftime show because
she supported former National Football

League quarterback Colin Kaepernick and his
protest against racial injustice, according to media
reports. US Weekly and other reports cited an
unnamed source as saying that the NFL and broad-
caster CBS Corp “really wanted Rihanna to be next
year’s performer.” However, she declined in support
of Kaepernick, the first player to kneel as the
national anthem played at a game in protest over
racial inequality and police brutality against black
people and minorities in the United States. “They
offered it to her, but she said no because of the
kneeling controversy. She doesn’t agree with the
NFL’s stance,” the source told US Weekly.

Rihanna’s deci-
sion to reject the
offer over a politi-
cal issue follows
her Instagram mes-
sage earlier this
month urging fans
to vote in the

November US congressional elections. She is one
of several celebrities who have taken political
stances ahead of the voting. The Super Bowl is the
year’s most-watched US television broadcast of the
year, regularly drawing more than 100 million view-
ers. The game will be played on Feb 3, 2019, in
Atlanta, Georgia. Representatives for the NFL and
Rihanna did not immediately respond to requests
for comment. A CBS spokeswoman directed ques-
tions to the NFL. An unnamed source told
Entertainment Tonight that the NFL approached
both Rihanna and singer Pink early in its halftime
show discussions, but that both women moved on
when the negotiations took a long time. That source
said Kaepernick did not come up in those early
conversations.

Kaepernick’s decision to begin kneeling during
the anthem in 2016 sparked a heated national
debate, with critics including US President Donald
Trump calling the players unpatriotic. The NFL
gave in to pressure from Trump and ordered play-
ers not to kneel on the field during the anthem.
After the protests, Kaepernick could not find a job
for the 2017 season and sued the NFL, accusing
owners of colluding to blackball him. He is still
without a team. Several media outlets have report-
ed that the NFL has selected pop band Maroon 5
as the halftime performer, but no announcement
has been made. Representatives for Pink and
Maroon 5 did not immediately respond to requests
for comment. — Reuters

The London Film Festival got its one of its starriest red
carpets on Thursday when actresses Emma Stone,
Rachel Weisz and Olivia Colman premiered “The

Favorite,” a costume piece with a difference being billed
as an Oscar contender. With plenty of laugh out loud
moments, the movie sees Colman portray Britain’s 18th-
century Queen Anne as an insecure, frail, tempestuous,
childish royal who is easily influenced by her friend and
confidante Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough. However
Sarah, played by Weisz, soon finds herself vying for the
queen’s attention as well as affection when maid Abigail,
portrayed by Stone, arrives.

“All three of us ... play parts that were filthy and sexy
and emotional and sad ... which is normal, not just an
attempt to be gorgeous all the time and a little bit sort of
prettily flawed,” Colman said at the BFI London Film
Festival. The actresses, who have praised by critics, share
the spotlight as three central characters, which Weisz
described as “very textured and layered and complicated.”
“I suppose I find it sad that we have to bring that up but I
suppose we do, it’s still a little bit unusual although I don’t
think it was ... back in the Hollywood golden era,” she said.

“There was Katharine Hepburn, Bette Davis, Barbara
Stanwyck - the list goes on ... they were women that took
the leading roles.”

While set in the 18th century, the film directed by
Yorgos Lanthimos, known for “The Lobster” and “The
Killing of a Sacred Deer”, has contemporary touches such
as in the language used. “This was such a specific type of
period story,” Stone said when asked whether she would
do more costume pieces. “It was kind of filthy and funny
and ridiculous and all of it. So (if) there are more like this
than then sure, of course.” “The Favorite” first premiered
at the Venice Film Festival, where it won the Grand Jury
Prize, and Colman - soon to be seen portraying Britain’s
Queen Elizabeth in Netflix series “The Crown” - was
named Best Actress, garnering Oscar buzz. Asked about
the Oscar speculation, Lanthimos said: “It matters if you
get it.” “But I think it’s best to not think about it too much
and do the work, do the best that you can and then if peo-
ple appreciate the film that’s great.”— Reuters

A fan of the late French singer Johnny
Hallyday looks at Johnny Hallyday mer-

chandising items.

Bangladeshi musicians gather near the coffin of Bangladeshi
rock musician Ayyub Bachchu in Dhaka. — AFP

(From left) British-born US actor Rachel Weisz, British actor Olivia Colman and
US actor Emma Stone pose upon arrival for the UK premiere of the film “The
Favorite” during the BFI London Film Festival in London. — AFP 

British actor Olivia Colman poses upon
arrival for the UK premiere of the film “The
Favorite”.
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