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“#where is martyr Khashoggi’s body?” The couple
had been due to marry this month. Ankara said it regard-
ed it as a “debt of honor” to reveal what happened. “We
are not accusing anyone in advance but we don’t accept
anything to remain covered (up),” said ruling Justice and
Development Party spokesman Omer Celik.

In Saudi Arabia, there was widespread support for

the king and the crown prince on Twitter, with hashtags
such as “#I am Saudi and I defend it” and “#Saudi
kingdom of justice” trending. In Riyadh, preparations
continued for an investment forum due to open on
Tuesday despite high-profile international no-shows. “I
think that the transparency of the statement has made it
clear that Saudi Arabia is a great and strong country
and transparent in everything,” said one Saudi citizen,
Futayes Moqren, as he drank a coffee at a cafe. 

In a recent off-the-record interview published
posthumously by US magazine Newsweek, Khashoggi
said he would have accepted an offer to work as Prince
Mohammed’s adviser. “I’m not calling for the overthrow
of the regime,” the onetime royal insider said. “I’m just
calling for reform of the regime.” —  Agencies

Saudi Arabia says
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As the blame game spread, police said they had given
permission for the display for the annual Dussehra festi-
val fireworks but that organizers did not have approval
from the city, health department and fire brigade.
According to media reports the organizers, members of
the ruling Congress party, had gone into hiding. Federal
Railway minister Piyush Goyal returned early from a trip
to the United States to go to Amritsar yesterday. Punjab
chief minister Amarinder Singh called off a trip to Israel
and rushed to visit the injured in hospital, where he

ordered a magisterial inquiry into the incident.
India’s huge railway network is notorious for acci-

dents, including scores who die while crossing the
tracks illegally or falling off over-capacity trains. A
2012 government report described the loss of 15,000
passengers to rail accidents every year in India as a
“massacre”. The government has pledged $137 billion
over five years to modernize the crumbling network.
In 1981, seven carriages from a train fell into a river
as it crossed a bridge in the eastern state of Bihar,
killing between 800 and 1,000 people. But nearly
every month there are accidents involving trains that
derail or hit vehicles on crossings. In April, 13 chil-
dren were killed when a train hit their school bus. In
November 2016, the Patna-Indore express derailed
in Uttar Pradesh state in the middle of the night,
killing 139 people. — AFP 
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Phelps told supporters during her victory speech. “It
was said if we won the seat of Wentworth, it would make
history, and, my friends, we have made history today.”

Turnbull’s successor Scott Morrison told supporters
at an evening campaign event for Liberal candidate Dave
Sharma as he conceded defeat that his party would keep
fighting on. “Liberals are angry and they’ve expressed
that,” Morrison said. “The Liberal Party has paid a big
price tonight for the events of several months ago. But as
a party, we will continue to rise again.”

While the result is ominous for the ruling coalition,
who is battling poor polls and strong competition from
the main Labor opposition party, the wealth of
Wentworth also makes the electorate unique. Analysts
have told AFP next year’s elections would be more likely
to fought in less moneyed marginal seats in outer city
suburbs and regional areas, where the focus is on bread
and butter issues such as tackling the high cost-of-living. 

Voting is compulsory in Australia but the buzz
around the polling stations was unusual for Wentworth,
with dozens of volunteers from different parties inun-
dating voters with leaflets for their candidates earlier
yesterday after polls opened. “I’ve done over 20 elec-

tions and this is the first time at eight o’clock (in the
morning) we’ve had a queue,” Liberal Party volunteer
Kevin Berry told national broadcaster ABC. “It’s quite
extraordinary the level of interest in the election this
time around.”

Wentworth resident Roslyn Taylor said she was frus-
trated with politicians and the chaos that has plagued the
main parties in recent years. “None of them have really
got their mind on the job. None of them have got their
mind on the people - the true needs of the people in
terms of education, in terms of health,” she told AFP out-
side a polling booth at Bondi Beach. The sprawling
Sydney constituency takes in the famous beach well as
the haunts of stars like Russell Crowe and Hugh Jackman. 

The defeat is hugely embarrassing to Morrison,
who even floated the idea of moving the Australian
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem - upend-
ing decades of Australian foreign policy - in a bid to
woo Wentworth’s Jewish voters. Arab diplomats
expressed their worries to Canberra last week, and
neighboring Indonesia warned that Australia was risk-
ing its trade and business relationship with the entire
Islamic world. Sharma is a former Australian ambassa-
dor to Israel who is credited with first making the
proposal to relocate the embassy from Tel Aviv to
Jerusalem. The Jerusalem proposal was the most con-
troversial element of an already heated campaign.
Turnbull’s own son called on voters to shun the Liberal
Party over its energy and climate change policies that
have divided the party. — Agencies 
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“There has been a lot of thought put into what
preparing for an aging detainee population looks like
and what infrastructure we need to have in place to do
that safely and humanely,” said Anne Leanos, the public
affairs director for Joint Task Force Guantanamo.

With a budget of $12 million, a prison annex has
been transformed into a public hospital, complete with
a radiology room equipped with an MRI scanner, as
well as an emergency room and three-bed intensive
care unit. During a journalist visit to the new clinic, a
walker sits in the corner of a room, which has a hospital
bed, wheelchair and medical equipment akin to any
other infirmary. But there is no window, and wire mesh
serves as a partition, recalling that this is still very much
a detention center.

Congress will not allow sick prisoners to travel to
the United States for treatment: Guantanamo inmates
are considered highly dangerous by the government,
which accuses them of participating in various attacks
including those of Sept 11. No prisoner needs a wheel-
chair yet - but if the need arises, the clinic is prepared
with ramps. Patients suffer from ailments common for
their age: diabetes, hypertension, gastrointestinal dis-
eases and motor disorders. The second-floor psychi-
atric ward is equipped with two cells converted into
consultation rooms. A third, completely empty cell is
padded and serves as the isolation room for prisoners
experiencing psychotic episodes.

Like any staff deployed to Guantanamo, prison
psychiatrists usually stay just nine to 12 months on
site, limiting the scope of their interaction with prison-

ers. The International Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) visits Guantanamo about four times a year to
make sure the prison is complying with detention
standards and to assess detainees’ treatment. Since
the infamous detention center opened in 2002, nine
inmates have died: Seven committed suicide, accord-
ing to the military, while one died of cancer and
another had a heart attack.

The largest contingent - 26 inmates - at the military
complex have never been charged with anything, but
are considered too dangerous to be released. One
“highly compliant” inmate was on a “non-religious
fast,” at the moment of the visit - a euphemism used at
the prison to describe hunger strikes prisoners regular-
ly observe in protest. Acts of rebellion are fairly com-
mon - and base commander Admiral John Ring said one
inmate was currently under disciplinary action. “These
are the ones that could not be released,” said Ring.
“Many of these gentlemen are still at war with the
United States. “Any act of resistance, no matter how
small - they are still fighting the war through these
minor acts of resistance.”

Meanwhile, Secretary of Defense Jim Mattis has
instructed military judge Douglas Watkins to oversee
court proceedings for 9/11 suspects imprisoned at
Guantanamo Bay, the Pentagon said Friday. Watkins, a
US army colonel, replaces now-retired colonel James
Pohl. As chief judge, Watkins will be responsible for
assigning military judges to each case referred to a
special military tribunal.

The so-called “9/11 Five” - including alleged master-
mind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed - have been locked up
at the Guantanamo Bay military prison for years and
were first charged in 2008. But an unending slew of
legal missteps, issues with military court proceedings
and problems stemming from evidence extracted under
duress have seen the men’s prosecution morph into a
quixotic attempt at justice. — Agencies 
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say they have tested between 15 million people
between them. “I know my family tree, but there could
have been something from another country that I did
not know,” said Beverley Shea, a 67-year-old pensioner
who did the test because she was “just curious”. “My
test was boring,” she joked. “I am exactly what I
thought I was: Irish, English, Scottish, Welsh...”

Promoters say the new technology shows people
their diverse backgrounds and will only increase racial
tolerance. “There is spectacular human diversity in the
world and we celebrate and embrace it,” says the
23andMe website. By way of proof, the site showcases
an African-American descended from a slave and a
white person descended from a slave-owning family
who found out through the company’s tests that they
have a common ancestor. They now meet at that ances-
tor’s grave in the spirit of “reconciliation”.

However, researchers from the University of
California have shown that when white supremacists
are confronted with evidence of a black ancestor, they
scramble to explain away the results. Two sociologists,
Joan Donovan and Aaron Panofsky, became interested
in discussions on a far-right website called Stormfront,
where users said they had received “bad news” from
their DNA tests. Their research “points out that based
on white nationalists’ responses to genetic information
upon learning their test results, there is no reason to
believe that they would give up their racial ideology,
and, more importantly, that genetic information cannot
be relied on to change the views of white nationalists”.

Timothy Caulfield, a specialist in health care law at
the University of Alberta in Canada, warns that the
DNA tests might even be reinforcing racial interpreta-
tions of society. “These services are marketing the idea
that biological differences matter, that at some funda-

mental level, your biology defines who you are,” he told
AFP. In one advert for Ancestry’s DNA testing service,
a man tells how he used to wear Bavarian lederhosen
because he thought he was descended from German
immigrants, but switched to a kilt because he found he
had Scottish ancestors.

“They are basically marketing a form of racism, a
form that your genes are meaningful, you should think
of what group you belong to based on your genes,”
said Caulfield. He acknowledged that most people just
did it “for fun”, and that “it does not really alter the way
they see the world”. But he said “it’s emerging at a ter-
rible time... where there is more tribalism, a time when
people are looking for reasons to find others groups to
be different.”

Anthropologist John Edward Terrell also warned in
the magazine Sapiens that these services are reviving the
concept of “race” in a modern guise. “Human races are
inventions of the human mind. Substituting words like
‘ancestry’ or ‘heritage’ for the disreputable old term ‘race’
may sound like progress, but it isn’t,” he said.

Native Americans showed this week they are already
aware of the problem, when they rejected claims by
Democratic Senator Elizabeth Warren that DNA tests
showed her Native heritage. The Cherokee Nation’s
Secretary of State, Chuck Hoskin Jr, said Warren’s use of
a DNA test to claim a connection to any tribal nation was
“inappropriate and wrong”. “It makes a mockery out of
DNA tests and its legitimate uses while also dishonoring
legitimate tribal governments and their citizens,” he said.

That sentiment was echoed by Brandon Scott, edi-
tor of the Cherokee Phoenix, the nation’s oldest native
newspaper founded in 1828. He said Warren’s actions -
carried out in response to taunts by President Donald
Trump, who dubbed her “Pocahontas” for claiming
Native American ancestry - “add some legitimacy to
the myth that Native American heritage is tied to
DNA”. “Heritage is not just who you are biologically,”
he said. “Our identity isn’t present in a faux-buckskin
outfit or a made-in-China headdress. It is in our com-
munities, it is in the words of our elders and the faces
of our children.” — AFP 
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NAIROBI: Tanzanian tycoon Mohammed
Dewji, who was kidnapped earlier this month,
said yesterday he had been released and had
returned home safely. “I thank Allah that I have
returned home safe and sound,” Dewji told a
press conference in Dar es Salaam where he was
abducted on October 11 as he entered a hotel
gym. Clearly strained and appearing exhausted,
he thanked the “Tanzanian authorities, including
the police, who worked for my return”. “I thank
all my fellow Tanzanians and everyone around
the world for their prayers,” he added.

Tanzanian police said Friday they had identi-
fied the driver of a vehicle used in the kidnap-
ping and were making progress in their investi-

gation. The family had offered a reward of half a
million dollars for information that would help
police find him. Mohammed Dewji earlier tweet-
ed that he had been released and his father
Gullam Dewji confirmed his son’s release in
comments to the Tanzanian daily Mwanachi. His
uncle, Azim Dewji told Mwanachi in a video that
“his abductors abandoned him and he was able
to phone his father”, adding that his nephew
was in good health. The footage also showed a
tired-looking Mohammed Dewji, in a T-shirt and
jogging trousers, thanking the police.

Tanzania national police chief Simon Sirro
told the press conference that Dewji had
already provided some information about the

kidnapping. “Mohammed Dewji told us that
the kidnappers wanted money but were very
afraid, even though they were armed. He
asked them several times how much they
wanted but they gave no figure,” Sirro said.
He also gave his captors contacts for his par-
ents but they feared that they would be
caught if they approached them, Sirro said,
adding that they had finally decided to give
up. “We now know their network, we know
which country the plans were made,” he said,
without giving details.

Dar es Salaam police chief Lazaro
Mambosasa meanwhile told journalists that
Mohammed Dewji had indicated to him that his
abductors spoke a southern African language,
confirming suspicions that the kidnappers were
foreigners. They had eventually released him at
the same hotel complex where he had been
abducted. From there, he had made his way to

his home, where police interviewed him.
Africa’s youngest billionaire, Mohammed

Dewji, 43, heads the MeTL Group which oper-
ates in about 10 countries with interests in
agriculture to insurance, transport, logistics and
the food industry. He was born in Tanzania and
studied at Georgetown University in the United
States. He also served as a member of parlia-
ment from 2005 to 2015. In 2013, he became
the first Tanzanian to grace the cover of Forbes
magazine and was named Forbes Africa Person
of the Year in 2015.

Mohammed Dewji is also the main share-
holder in Tanzania’s Simba FC football club.
According to Forbes he is 17th on the list of
Africa’s billionaires, and worth $1.5 billion. He
is married with three children. In 2016 he
signed a pledge to donate at least half of his
fortune to philanthropic causes, according to
Forbes. —  AFP 

Tourists throw stones in the “Blue Lake” surrounded by larch trees on a warm autumn day yesterday above Arolla in western Switzerland. — AFP 
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