
PARIS: The World Anti-Doping Agency is not fit for
purpose and should be replaced, Britain’s double
Olympic decathlon champion Daley Thompson has said
following its decision last month to lift a ban on Russia’s
anti-doping body.

RUSADA’s 22-month suspension was removed by
WADA subject to various conditions but drew wide-
spread criticism from some athletes and anti-doping
agencies. The decision opens the door for Russia’s
eventual return to international sport, following
February’s reinstatement of the Russian Olympic
Committee after the country was banned from this
year’s Winter Games in South Korea.

Thompson, the former world and European champi-
on who won gold at the 1980 and 1984 Olympics, told
Reuters WADA should be replaced because athletes’
were not being listened to. “I just think WADA should
be kicked into touch and we should have some people
that are representing the athlete and the spirit of
sport,” he said at the Laureus Sport for Good Summit.

“A new body should be set up because the one there
isn’t fit for purpose.” Athletics was at the forefront of
the doping scandal that erupted in 2015 with Richard
McLaren’s independent report alleging a state-spon-

sored doping programme existed in Russia.
Critics say Russia has failed to meet steps laid out in

a roadmap for RUSADA’s reinstatement, which included
the country acknowledging the findings of the WADA-
commissioned McLaren report and allowing access to
urine samples at its Moscow lab.

RIGHT DECISION
However, a WADA spokesperson defended its stance

on RUSADA, saying in an email to Reuters: “WADA’s
Executive Committee... believes that the decision to
reinstate RUSADA as compliant with the World Anti-
Doping Code is the right one for clean sport and puts
WADA in a much stronger position than we were
before.

“What the decision means is that either we will have
access to all the data from the Moscow laboratory by
the end of the year, allowing us to catch more cheats
and exonerate clean athletes, or RUSADA will be made
non-compliant again.”

Athletics’ governing body has been one of the few to
maintain a hard line, with the IAAF imposing its own
conditions which the Russian Athletics Federation
(RusAF) still has to meet before its athletes can com-

pete internationally again. “A lot of the other sports I
think have done a disservice to their athletes,” said 60-
year-old Thompson. “Russia hasn’t complied to some of
the instructions that they were given in order to get
back into international sport and I think that they’ve all
capitulated... for whatever reason.

“I think that athletics has been the one true defender
and I’m proud to be part of that family.” The
International Association of Athletics Federations set up
the Athletics Integrity Unit in April 2017 as an inde-
pendent body tasked with combating doping in sport.

TOUGH SELL
However, Thompson questioned the IAAF decision

to stage the Sept. 27-Oct 6 world championships in
Doha next year-the first time the event will have been
held in the Gulf region. “It’s going to be tough... I don’t
know how they’re going to fill stadiums. Even football
doesn’t fill stadiums there. It was a tough call and hope-
fully they’ve got it right but looking at it today it’s going
to be a tough sell.”

The Briton favours regularly bringing the worlds
back to his home city, London, which staged last year’s
event. UK Sport recently announced they were looking

at bidding to hold the global event again within the next
10 years after breaking attendance records in 2017 at
the London Stadium, which was also the packed cen-
trepiece of the 2012 Olympics.

“And why wouldn’t they? I don’t know why the IAAF
doesn’t take their world championships-every third one
or every fourth one-back to Britain because we filled
the place,” Thompson said. “We might be the only place
in the whole world that fills it morning, afternoon,
evening sessions-we love it.” —Reuters
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AUSTIN: Lewis Hamilton was given a helping hand in
his pursuit of a fifth world title at the United States
Grand Prix on Friday when flagging rival Sebastian
Vettel was hit with a three-place grid penalty for
today’s race. Hamilton topped the times for Mercedes
in the rain-abbreviated second practice at the Circuit
of the Americas which only burst into life for the final
40 minutes as the track dried. A relaxed Hamilton,
looking to join Michael Schumacher and Juan-Manuel
Fangio as a five-time world champion, clocked a best
lap in one minute and 48.716 seconds that lifted him
clear of the pack.

It confirmed a “double-top” for the Briton who had
also been fastest in the morning’s opening session and
who needs to outscore Vettel of Ferrari by eight points
to wrap up the 2018 championship. The German strug-
gled through a difficult day of slithering in the rain and
then picked up a potentially fatal grid penalty for
speeding under red flags during the morning session.

Vettel was reported after Charles Leclerc of Sauber
brought gravel back onto the circuit after a spin. All
drivers are expected to slow down and drive back to
the pits when red flags are waved.

Vettel and Ferrari had hoped the stewards, who
spent several hours investigating his speeding offence
in the morning, might take a more relaxed and “com-
mon-sense” approach to his misdemeanor.

“I think I saw the red flag, I slowed down, had a
look around (to see) where was the car potentially
stuck in the wall,” said Vettel. “In my opinion it’s not
the right thing because if there’s a car behind you, it
might run into you, but more important that you
don’t get a penalty.” His penalty followed two simi-
lar examples. Esteban Ocon of Force India and
Daniel Ricciardo of Red Bull were given three-place
penalt ies for speeding under red f lags at  the
Japanese and Australian Grands Prix respectively. In
the rainswept session, Hamilton was top ahead of
Pierre Gasly of Toro Rosso, Max Verstappen of Red
Bul l , Fernando Alonso of  McLaren and Nico
Hulkenberg of Renault.— AFP
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EVERETT: Defending champ Nathan Chen, who is
back competing for the first time since being crowned
world champion, seized the early lead after the men’s
short programme at the ISU Skate America on Friday.

Chen earned 90.58 points to finish well ahead of
Czech Michal Brezina and Julian Yee of Malaysia, who
is third with 81.52 points. Chen, of the US, attempted
one quadruple jump on Friday and wobbled out of a
couple other jumps, including a quad flip to lead by
8.49 points. But he takes a substantial lead into
Saturday’s free skate against a mainly inexperienced
field at the Angels of The Winds arena in Everett, just
outside of Seattle, Washington, Chen bounced back
from finishing fifth at the PyeongChang Olympics to
win the world title seven months ago by the largest
margin in history. Chen, who is trying to become the
first to win consecutive US Skate America titles since
Timothy Goebel in 2001, is the lone skater in his cate-
gory to have won a World or Olympic medal. 

Russian Sergei Voronov sits fourth with 78.18 points
while 2018 world junior bronze medallist Matteo Rizzo
of Italy rounds out the top five at 78.09. Two-time
European champions Evgenia Tarasova and Vladimir

Morozov lead the pairs competition after the short pro-
gramme with 71.24 points. Their Russia compatriots

Alisa Efimova and Alexander Korovin are in second
with 62.38 points. — AFP
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EVERETT: Nathan Chen of the USA performs in the Mens Short Program during day one of the ISU Grand Prix
of Figure Skating Skate America at Angel of the Winds Arena on Friday in Everett, Washington. — AFP

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s official carrier, Kuwait Airways, has
announced its gold sponsorship of the Fourth Annual
Gulf Bank 642 Marathon. This is the first time Kuwait
Airways has sponsored the marathon, which has
become a firm fixture on Kuwait’s sporting calendar.
After the unprecedented success of 2017, which saw
6,000 attendees representing over 130 nationalities
participate, Kuwait Airways and Gulf Bank are inviting
the public to participate in this year’s ‘642 Marathon’ on
November 17th, 2018.

Ahmad Al Amir, Assistant General Manager for
External Communications, Gulf Bank, said of the part-
nership: “We are excited to have Kuwait Airways on
board for what will be another successful marathon.
The marathon is one of our event calendar highlights,
and we are looking forward to bringing the community
together, partnering in spreading awareness of the

importance of a healthy lifestyle.” Fayez Al-Enezi,
Director of PR and Media Department, Kuwait Airways,
commented: “We are delighted to be the official gold
sponsors of Gulf Bank’s 642 Marathon. As the official
carrier of Kuwait, we are committed to supporting and
adding value to the local community, which is why this
is a natural fit for us. We are proud to be lending our
support and sponsorship to an eventthat raises aware-
ness of the benefits of a healthy lifestyle as well as
much-needed funds for Kuwait Red Crescent Society.

The marathon takes place on November 17th, 2018
and serves as a qualifying race for international
marathon. It has four categories open to runners of all
ages and abilities, ranging from the 5K Family Fun
Walk/Run and the 10K Souq Run to the more advanced
21K Half Marathon and Kuwait’s only 42K Full
Marathon. The route starts and ends at SouqSharq,
with runners making their way along the Gulf Road and
past Kuwaiti landmarks such as Souk Al Mubarakiya, Al
Seif Palace and Kuwait Towers. 

Gulf Bank Marathon 642 has partnered with Kuwait
Red Crescent Society to bring medical aid to those
who are unable to afford medical treatment. All dona-
tions made will go towards the provision of medical
devices such as, pacemakers, cochlear devices, hearing
aids, electric wheelchairs and stents. Run for those who
can’t at the 2018 Gulf Bank Marathon 642 to raise
much-needed funds for those suffering from chronic ill-
ness or disabilities. 
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KUWAIT: Ahmad Al Amir, Assistant General Manager for External Communications at Gulf Bank and Fayez
Al-Enezi, Director of PR and Media Department at Kuwait Airways.

SINGAPORE: The women’s tennis season concludes at the
WTA Finals in Singapore next week and, like a majority of
tournaments during the 2018 campaign, picking a winner
from a wide-open field seems a near impossible task.

With Serena Williams battling to regain fitness and
top form following a difficult childbirth in 2017, the Grand
Slams went to four different women for the second con-
secutive year. Caroline Wozniacki was one of three first-
time major champions when she captured the Australian
Open in January and the Dane is back in Singapore to
defend her WTA Finals title full of confidence and
momentum.

The other maiden major winners were French Open
champion Simona Halep and rising Japanese prospect
Naomi Osaka, who stunned Williams in last month’s con-
troversial U.S. Open final, while Angelique Kerber beat
Williams at Wimbledon to claim her third Grand Slam title.

Halep is the only one of the four Grand Slam champions
to miss the WTA Finals after a back injury forced the
world number one to withdraw just days before the event.
Williams, who played in only seven events this year, three
of them Grand Slams, has not been to the season finale
since winning it in 2014, when it was first staged in
Singapore.

The eight women who earned a spot at the tournament
have been divided into two pools of four, with play getting
underway on Sunday in the White Group when big-hitting
Czech Petra Kvitova takes on Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina.

World number two Wozniacki will open her campaign
immediately after that clash in the other White Group
match of the night against Czech Karolina Pliskova, a play-
er she beat in last year’s semi-finals on her way to the title.

“All the best players are here so there’s no easy match-
es. I’m just excited to start the competition and do my
best,” Wozniacki said at Friday’s draw ceremony. “As
defending champion I want to defend my title and end the
season on a high.”

Kerber and Osaka are the top seeds in the Red Group
with the German opening her campaign on Monday
against Halep’s replacement Kiki Bertens after Osaka takes
on American Sloane Stephens, her predecessor as US
Open champion.

Last year, Wozniacki rode the momentum of a late sea-
son surge all the way to victory at the Singapore Indoor
Stadium and after the 28-year-old won her second China
Open title earlier this month, she will be hoping for a simi-
lar outcome this time.

While half of the field have stuttered slightly after
strong starts to the season, Osaka and Pliskova also have
some momentum heading into the eight-day event, the
Czech having beaten the Japanese at the recent Pan Pacific
Open final in Tokyo.—Reuters

Japan’s Murata 
defends middleweight
crown against Brant
LOS ANGELES: Japan’s Ryota Murata puts his claim to
boxing’s world middleweight throne at risk yesterday when
he faces American Rob Brant at Las Vegas. The 32-year-old
from Tokyo defends the World Boxing Association “regular”
middleweight crown for the second time, having stopped
France’s Hassan N’Dam a year ago to win the title and
stopped Italy’s Emanuele Blandamura in April to keep the
crown. “It’s the dream of all boxers to headline in Las Vegas,
and for me, this is certainly a dream come true,” Murata
said. “I’m only getting started as a world champion.”

Murata, 14-1 with 11 knockouts, has a lesser mid-
dleweight crown to that of WBA Super champion Saul
“Canelo” Alvarez of Mexico, who fights WBA regular
super-middleweight champion Rocky Fielding of Britain in
New York in December.

London 2012 Olympic champion Murata suffered his
only loss to N’Dam by split decision in May 2017 but won
the rematch five months later to claim the crown. Brant, 23-1
with 16 knockouts, suffered his only loss last October to
Germany’s two-time light heavyweight world champion
Jurgen Brahmer by unanimous decision. He bounced back
with a first-round knockout of compatriot Colby Courter in
March. “I’m very excited,” Brant said. This fight has been on
my mind since before he fought Hassan N’Dam. Though I
respect all his accomplishments, I’ve always felt as though I
have all of the tools to clearly defeat him.

“Not only has it been a life goal of mine to be a world
champion, but also to headline a card in Las Vegas. This
means the world to me.” Another middleweight title will be
decided today in Boston when American Demetrius
Andrade faces Namibia’s Walter Kautondokwa for the
vacant World Boxing Organization title. — AFP
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