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Liverpool scrape past Huddersfield

HUDDERSFIELD: Mohamed Salah ended a four-match goal
drought for Liverpool with a sublime strike that secured a
nervous 1-0 Premier League victory away to Huddersfield
yesterday.

Salah has struggled for consistency this season, and was a
doubt for the trip to West Yorkshire after suffering a ham-
string problem while on international duty with Egypt during
the week. But in the 24th minute he steered in Xherdan
Shaqiri’s pass to score his 50th goal in English club football,
ensuring Liverpool ended yesterday level on points with
league leaders Manchester City. Liverpool manager Jurgen
Klopp could be pleased his players showed the strength of
character required to see out victory over a team coached by
his long-time friend David Wagner, but there were only fleet-
ing glimpses of the free-flowing attack that lit up the Premier
League last season. 

Then again, this was something of a mix-and-match
Liverpool line-up. Perhaps with Wednesday’s Champions
League home match against Red Star Belgrade in mind,
Klopp freshened up his front line, restricting Roberto Firmino
to a late substitute appearance.  Sadio Mane was not risked
after having surgery on a broken thumb during the week, so
Daniel Sturridge made his first league start for Liverpool
since last November, and midfielder Adam Lallana his first
since New Year’s Day.

Klopp had warned this match, against opponents without
a home goal since April, could be a trap, and he was right to
be wary. Wagner knew just how to make life difficult for the
title hopefuls, setting Huddersfield up with a back three and
leaving them tight on the visitors’ front trio.

It was to Liverpool’s credit that they fashioned a goal of
genuine class to break down stubborn opponents midway

through the first half.  Shaqiri collected Joe Gomez’s ball from
the right-back position, and played an excellent pass for
Salah, who timed his run perfectly and found just the right
angle to slide a shot past Jonas Lossl and into the far corner.
For Salah, it was a moment of relief in what has been a testing
season. But Huddersfield, in the relegation zone and without a
league win so far this season, responded well and were
unlucky not to have equalised by half-time.

Jonathan Hogg struck the post with a fine 25-yard drive as
Liverpool failed to clear Erik Durm’s cross, while James
Milner escaped a loud penalty appeal when he diverted the
ball with his thigh onto his arm.

Right at the end of the first half, Alex Pritchard thought he
had ended the Terriers long wait for a home goal, but was
rightly ruled offside as he slotted past Alisson following a
Hogg header. Huddersfield continued to threaten after half-

time, with Laurent Depoitre-seeking to end a run of one goal
in 27 matches —  guiding a header from Florent
Hadergjonaj’s cross, which Alisson held comfortably.

Salah remained a threat when Liverpool got the ball to
him, and almost added a second goal when he collected
Sturridge’s diagonal ball on his chest and steered a shot just
beyond the far post.

Lallana, still getting back to the pace of Premier League
football after a series of injuries, came off with just over 20
minutes left to be replaced by Fabinho, making his Premier
League debut after a £39 million ($51 million, 44 million
euros) move from Monaco. The visitors still had to survive a
scare after that, with Steve Mounie diverting fellow substitute
Isaac Mbenza’s cross over the bar on the turn as Virgil van
Dijk and Dejan Lovren both failed to clear, but Liverpool got
the job done. —AFP

Salah end a four-match goal drought for Liverpool with a sublime strike 

HUDDERSFIELD: Liverpool’s Egyptian midfielder Mohamed Salah (C) shoots past Huddersfield Town’s German defender Christopher Schindler and Huddersfield Town’s Danish goalkeeper Jonas Lossl to score the opening goal of the English Premier
League football match between Huddersfield Town and Liverpool at the John Smith’s stadium in Huddersfield, northern England yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Manchester City brushed aside Burnley 5-0 to
pull clear at the top of the Premier League yesterday after
Chelsea snatched a point in a dramatic late finish against
Manchester United.

City’s win gives them a two-point cushion over Chelsea
and Tottenham — 1-0 winners at West Ham-but Liverpool
will join them on 23 points if they beat Huddersfield in the
late kick-off. Pep Guardiola’s side, who missed a late
penalty to beat Liverpool at Anfield earlier this month,
made it seven wins from nine league games as Burnley
goalkeeper Joe Hart endured a miserable return to his for-
mer club at the Etihad.

Sergio Aguero opened the scoring in the 17th minute
before second-half goals rained in from Bernardo Silva,
Fernandinho, Riyad Mahrez and Leroy Sane. With the
defending champions slipping ominously into gear, mid-
fielder Kevin De Bruyne came on for just his second
appearance of the season following a knee injury he suf-
fered in August. Earlier, Ross Barkley scored in the sixth
minute of injury time at Stamford Bridge to level the match
at 2-2 after Anthony Martial had scored twice in the sec-
ond half to cancel out Antonio Rudiger’s opener.

It was a bitter blow for the under-pressure Mourinho,
returning to his former club after a poor start to the season
and he lost his cool in emotional scenes in the final sec-
onds. Mourinho took exception to the celebrations of one
of Chelsea’s backroom staff, Marco Ianni, who ran in front
of the Portuguese on the touchline, as he seemed set for a
desperately needed win.

But after the final whistle the United boss played down
the incident, saying Ianni had apologised to him. “(It was)
not celebrations, but bad education. But I also made mis-
takes in football matches and I will make more so after the
game when he came to offer his apologies, I accept,”
added Mourinho. The United boss, who has a tough run of
fixtures coming up, including games against Juventus and
Manchester City, described the 2-2 draw as an “awful”
result for his team, who roared back from 2-0 to beat
Newcastle United in their last match.

Sarri said his side lost out to United in the physical bat-
tle as the game wore on. “I am happy with the perform-
ance of the team for 60 minutes because for 60 minutes
we played our football,” said the Italian.

“Then after the goal of 1-1 we haven’t played our foot-
ball. We only played the long ball and we are not organised
to go on the second ball.” Erik Lamela scored the only
goal of the game as Spurs beat West Ham at the London
Stadium to maintain their impressive start to the season.

Liverpool travel to Huddersfield looking to end a four-
game winless run in all competitions following an electric
start to the season. Elsewhere, Cardiff beat Fulham 4-2
while there were also wins for Brighton and Watford.
Bournemouth drew 0-0 with Southampton. — AFP

City turn on style 
as last-gasp Chelsea 
deny Man United

MANCHESTER: Burnley’s Welsh striker Sam Vokes (3rd R) has an attempt on goal during the English
Premier League football match between Manchester City and Burnley at the Etihad Stadium in Manchester,
north west England, yesterday. — AFP


