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KUWAIT: Firefighters extinguish a fire in a vehicle parked outside a building in Mishref.

The scene inside the kitchen of a Saad Al-Abdullah area house, where a fire was tackled yesterday.

By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kuwait achieved financial surplus of $1.2
billion in two years, as the annual surplus is estimated
at $600 million based on the price of oil barrel at $60.
The surplus in the budget became possible after
Kuwait raised gas prices in September 2016 by reduc-
ing subsidies on fuel prices, and reducing incentives
for government officials. Furthermore, the country
seeks the implementation of
selective tax next year, under
the commitment to reduce
the state’s deficit in the
2018/2019 fiscal year which
is estimated at KD 7 million.
Kuwait’s Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
Undersecretary Abdelghaffar
Al-Awadhi had stated that
raising oil prices, consider-
ing that average price of oil
remains at KD 40 per barrel,
will save KD 120 million during the first year of
implementation.

Bedoon students
Secretary General of the Private Universities Council

Dr Habeeb Abul said the secretariat told private univer-
sities and colleges to ban bedoon (stateless) students

from being nominated to student councils or unions. He
explained that the ban comes at the instructions of the
central department for remedying the status of illegal
residents.

Fake employment
Director of labor inspection department at the

Public Authority for Manpower Mohammad Al-Ansari
said that as part of its coordination with the Manpower

and Government
Restructuring Program, the
authority was informed about
the results of inspection on
Kuwaiti workers in the private
sector to take legal action
against fake employment cas-
es, and to stop paying
allowance for fake employees.
Regarding violating compa-
nies, Ansari said that the
department which handles
violations of employers and

companies coordinates directly with the misdemeanors
and investigations departments at the interior ministry,
which sends violations to the public prosecutor.

In other news, Head of the Workers Union at the
Public Authority for Manpower Fahad Al-Osaimi made
a scathing attack against a number of lawmakers, who
he accused of insulting the authority’s staff lately. He

expressed rejection to those “who want to belittle the
staff members or marginalize their important role in
organizing the market place.” Osaimi said that workers
at the authority have a vital role in implementing stan-
dards of international organizations that were ratified
by Kuwait.

Osaimi was speaking during a press conference held
yesterday morning at the Public Authority for
Manpower, which he had called for in order to ‘defend
workers’ and she light on their role in “safeguarding cit-
izens’ rights in the private and oil sectors.”

“After the establishment of the manpower authority
five years ago and its separation from the Ministry of
Social Affairs and Labors, workers were able to achieve
unprecedented success in various administrative, legal
and financial fields,” Osaimi said, adding that the
authority collected KD 67 million for the state though
its budget is nearly KD 50 million. Lawmakers had
recently criticized manpower authority workers during
recent statements in which they slammed a government
decision to merge the Manpower and Government
Restructuring Program, which handles Kuwaitis’
employment in private companies, with the Public
Authority for Manpower, which organizes labor affairs
in the private sector.

Nursery closed
Education Ministry Undersecretary Dr Haitham Al-

Athari issued a decision to close down the building of

Al-Ikhlas nursery in Al-Qusoor area of Mubarak Al-
Kabeer governorate. Students will be moved to Al-
Manar nursery, located in block 2 of the same area.

Encroachment on state property 
The Environment Public Authority, in cooperation

with Kuwait Municipality and environment police,
inspected a Sulaibiya site following complaints about
environmental violations on state property there.
Kuwait Municipality Director General Eng Ahmad Al-
Manfouhi was present during the operation.
Inspections revealed that several unlicensed stores
were built and rented to companies. The violators were
issued citations for not complying with the environ-
mental law. Meanwhile, Kuwait Municipality removed
the site because of encroachment on state property.
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Army chief affirms
importance of revising
academy programs
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Army Chief of General Staff
Lieutenant General Mohammad Al-Khader affirmed
yesterday necessity of revision and follow up of the Ali
Al-Sabah Military Academy educational programs to
make sure of their suitability for students. Khader
checked in his meeting with the academy’s command
during an inspection tour on the process of the educa-
tion and training of the college students who have
recently joined the academy. He stressed importance of
providing all services needed in the facility and empha-
sized its appropriateness for students’ daily activities.
His visit to the academy was by order of the First
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh

Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah in which he stressed
importance of tackling all obstacles that may hold back
the educational process. Minister Al-Sabah also
ordered to provide all basic needs and suitable atmos-
phere for the students to have a complete and regular
military education. Khader was accompanied by
Deputy Chief of Staff of the Kuwaiti Army Col Gen
Abdullah Nawaf Al-Sabah. 

Separately, Khader met yesterday with the Commander
of the Peninsula Shield Joint Forces Major General
Abdulaziz Ahmed Al-Balawi and his accompanying dele-
gation. The two sides discussed issues of common interest
particularly in military aspects, said the Directorate of
Moral Guidance and Public Relations of Defense Ministry
in a statement. The meeting was attended by Deputy Chief
of Staff Abdullah Nawaf Al-Sabah and Assistant Chief of
Staff for Operations and Planning Major General
Mohammed Al-Kandari. The joint Peninsula Shield forces
delegation also met with Kandari, discussing aspects of
military cooperation. The meeting was attended by a num-
ber of senior army officers.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Chief of Staff of Kuwait’s Armed Forces Lieutenant General Mohammad Khaled Al-Khader meets with
the Commander of the Peninsula Shield Joint Forces Major General Abdulaziz Ahmed Al-Balawi. —KUNA

No injuries in
Mishref, Saad
Al-Abdullah fires
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Firemen put out a blaze that burned a
vehicle parked outside a building in Mishref yester-
day. No injuries were reported. Meanwhile, firemen
from two separate fire stations tackled a blaze that
started in the kitchen of a Saad Al-Abdullah area
house yesterday. No injuries were reported in the
incident as well. Investigations were opened to reveal
the causes of the two fires.

Pedestrian hurt
An American woman was hurt when a vehicle ran

her over in Manqaf. The victim was taken to Adan
hospital, while the driver, a Kuwaiti citizen, was to the

police station for questioning. The driver, who had
made the emergency call following the accident, told
police that he was surprised as the woman crossed
the road, and tried to avoid hitting her but to no avail. 

Theft
A man filed a case with Fintas police, saying that

an unknown person spent KD 213 from his personal
account on online shopping. In his statements to
police, the Nepalese man said that he was surprised
to receive a notification informing him that KD 213
was deducted from his account to pay for purchases
made on an online store for sports products. He
handed police a bank statement showing the transac-
tion that was done in two parts. Investigations are
underway.

Accident
Ahmadi authorities summoned a dentist for ques-

tioning over charges pressed by his female colleague,
who accused him of kicking her in the foot. The doc-
tor said that it was an accident, adding that the com-
plainant rejected his apology and lodged a complaint.


