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Japanese golden girl Rikako Ikee 
becomes first female MVP

Ikee picks up her trophy and a cheque for $50,000

JAKARTA: The head of Japan’s Asian Games delega-
tion said yesterday that a scandal involving basketball
players caught paying for prostitutes had no negative
impact on the country’s overall performance in Jakarta.
“It was unprofessional and unpalatable behaviour,”
Yasuhiro Yamashita told a news conference after
Japan finished second behind China with 75 gold, 56
silver and 74 bronze medals. “Their conduct betrays
public confidence in the the athletes and sport as a
whole,” he added. “It was a huge shock to us and was
a setback but I don’t think it had any negative impact
overall. The rest of the players stepped up, and fought
with great pride and gave everything for the shirt.”

The four Japanese basketball players-Yuya
Nagayoshi, Takuya Hashimoto, Takuma Sato and Keita
Imamura-were sent home in disgrace after being spot-
ted in a notorious red light district of Jakarta, and sub-
sequently banned for a year. Dressed in black suits at
a press conference after their return home, Nagayoshi
said he “could not imagine” playing basketball again
after bringing the sport into disrepute. The incident
came as a major embarrassment for Japan, which is
preparing to host the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. Japanese
swimmer Naoya Tomita was sent home in shame from
the 2014 Asian Games after he was caught on video
stealing a journalist’s camera from the pool deck.

But Yamashita was anxious to put a positive spin on
Japan’s performance in Jakarta, which he said “far
exceeded expectations.” Japan’s swimmers set the
stage for their country’s medal rush by winning 19
golds, pipping mighty China on total medals, with
Rikako Ikee grabbed the MVP award for the Games
after capturing a record six titles in the pool.

“I was on my way to Disneyland when my coach
called to tell me I might win it,” said the 18-year-old,
who had to fly back to Jakarta to collect the award. “I
couldn’t take the grin off my face all day.” — AFP

Sex scandal didn’t 
harm Japan’s Asian 
display, says JOC

JAKARTA:  Japanese swimmer Rikako Ikee became the
first female athlete to be named the Most Valuable
Player (MVP) at an Asian Games yesterday after the
teenager scooped an unprecedented six gold medals in
the Jakarta pool.

Only North Korean shooter So Gin-man, who won
seven golds and a silver at New Delhi in 1982, has won
more titles at one Asian Games but the 18-year-old
Ikee also picked up two relay silvers to match his
record tally of eight medals.

All six golds were achieved in Games record times
and her achievement was made all the more remarkable
as she arrived in Jakarta immediately after the Pan
Pacific championships, where she won a gold, two sil-
vers and a bronze.

Ikee, whose gold medal haul is the most for a female
athlete at a single Games, was the unanimous choice for
the most valuable player award, the Olympic Council of
Asia said on the final day of the multi-sport event yes-
terday. “I had heard that for a while there was no MVP
award and I felt very sad about that, but there was a re-
evaluation and I am very honoured to be able to
receive such a wonderful award,” Ikee said after pick-
ing up her trophy and a cheque for $50,000.

“Actually after the swimming competitions, I went
back to Japan. I didn’t think I had to come back to
Indonesia again. This has been a place with lot of good
memories.”

Ikee became the fourth Japanese athlete to win the
award since its inception at the 1998 Bangkok Games
and can now be expected to shoulder a huge burden of
expectations when Tokyo hosts the Olympics in two
years’ time. “There are two more years and I know

what I need to do and I will strengthen those points
with that (two years) in mind,” she told reporters. “I will
make effort to make sure that I can perform at my best
in my own country.”

EARLY SPLASH
Japan finished the Games with 75 gold, 56 silver and

74 bronze for a total haul of 205 medals, making it the
first time the nation secured second place on the
medals table since the country hosted the regional
gathering at Hiroshima in 1994.

Japan tied China on 19 swimming gold medals in
Jakarta, but edged out their rivals in the discipline by 52
total medals to 50. China topped the overall medals
table with 289, 132 of them gold. Yasuhiro Yamashita,
the head of the Japanese delegation to the Asian
Games, lauded the swimmers for a performance that
exceeded expectations.

“Firstly, I have to say that our swimming team made
a lot of effort,” Yamashita told reporters. “They won 19
(gold) medals and that provided momentum to the
entire Japanese team and created an environment
where the athletes in various events could do their best
in order to challenge their dreams.”

Japanese women won more golds (at the Games)
than their male counterparts and it was a very encour-
aging sign, Yamashita said. “Once again, this was an
event where the performance of (Japanese) women ath-
letes was very noteworthy,” he added.

“I am hoping that in the 2020 Tokyo Olympic
Games, the women athletes representing Japan will be
able to shine-I think this is something that we can
anticipate.”  — Reuters

JAKARTA: Japan’s swimmer Ikee Rikako (2nd R), who won six gold medals during the games, poses for a photo
with a cheque for $50,000 after being named as the “Most Valuable Player (MVP)” at an awards ceremony for the
18th Asian Games in Jakarta yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA: From a twelve-toed heptathlete to a one-
time cattle herder, it was an eclectic mix of athletes
mostly from rural areas that saved the day for India at
the Asian Games in Jakarta. After teams from traditional
powerhouse sports kabaddi and hockey crashed out, it
was up to this group from humble origins to turn
around the country’s fortunes. 

Swapna Barman stood out with her twelve toes-six
per foot-to clinch gold in heptathlon, chipping in to
help India achieve a record 69 medals at the continen-
tal games. A daughter of a rickshaw puller from the
West Bengal city of Jalpaiguri, Barman overcame seri-
ous pain as she blazed to victory with ill-fitting shoes.

For jobless Manjit Singh-once a cattle herder-it was
gold in the 800 metres as he outpaced race favourite
Jinson Johnson to become a national hero. Singh, who
hails from a small village in the northern state of
Haryana, trained far away from home for over a year,
helped out for money by his father.

Javelin-thrower Neeraj Chopra, a farmer’s son from a
rural Delhi suburb, didn’t disappoint as he claimed vic-
tory with an Indian record of 88.05 metres to add to
his Commonwealth title. Meanwhile Dutee Chand, who
was barred from the 2014 Games over her hyperandro-
genism, a condition that raises testosterone levels, cap-
tured two silver medals in the 100 and 200m women’s
sprint. India’s total of 15 golds, 24 silvers and 30 bronze
surpassed their previous best of 65 medals in the 2010
edition in Guangzhou, China. Brij Bhushan Singh-India’s
wrestling federation chief and the team’s chef de mis-
sion-said the country’s Asiad campaign was a success,
barring the two blips in kabaddi and hockey.

“It was a decent showing by our squad. There were
more medals than the previous years and there are
more silvers than bronze. And even the gold count
increased in the last few days,” Singh told AFP.

“More importantly there was no controversy of any

kind. All the players showcased utmost discipline. There
was disappointment in kabaddi and hockey but these
things happen in sports,” he added.

India’s failure to reach the men’s kabaddi finals had
threatened to plunge their Games campaign into crisis
after Iran stunned the seven-time winners in the semi-
finals. India had already slumped to their first Asian
Games kabaddi defeat against South Korea in the
group stages, but having to settle for bronze in a sport
widely thought to have originated in India was a bitter
pill to swallow.

The Indian women also lost out to Iran in the final.
The defeats were part of a wider scandal in India that
saw a high court rule the selection process for athletes
as “eyewash” a day before the Games began.

In a bizarre series of events, it was decided that the
Asian Games team would have to square off in
September against the athletes who missed out to win
the right to keep their competition bonuses.

Singh said events back home likely impacted the
performance of the Asiad team. “They must have been
under pressure to win here and then go for the trials
back home,” he said. “So that would have played on
their mind, but nonetheless it was disappointing.”

India’s hockey team was also in the firing line as they
suffered a shock loss to Malaysia in the semi-finals.
Their win in the bronze play-off against arch-rivals
Pakistan was barely any consolation as the one-time
hockey powerhouse missed out on a chance to qualify
for Tokyo 2020.

India’s women settled for silver after losing the final
to Japan. One official in India claimed the men’s poor
performance was down to their bad attitude.  “Our men
players have become spoilt brats. They are always busy
on social media and have no regard for discipline,” the
hockey official was quoted as saying by the Press Trust
of India.

Still, India towered over its neighbours Pakistan,
Afghanistan, and Nepal who could only muster seven
medals between them, while Bangladesh and Sri Lanka
drew a blank. Pakistan teenager Nargis, who goes by a
single name, was the first woman to win a medal for her
country at the Asiad after bagging bronze in karate. 

Nepal got a silver in paragliding, but Bangladesh
went home without a medal for the first time in 36
years. “We don’t have good (enough) infrastructure to
produce medal-winning athletes. There are not many
facilities in districts,” AK Sarkar, Bangladesh’s deputy
chef de mission, told said. — AFP

Extra toes and a 
cattle herder as 
India unearths 
unlikely heroes

MEDALS TABLE

Country Gold Silver Bronze Total
China 132 92 65 289
Japan 75 56 74 205
South Korea 49 58 70 177
Indonesia 31 24 43 98
Uzbekistan 21 24 25 70
Iran 20 20 22 62    
Taiwan 17 19 31 67
India 15 24 30 69
Kazakhstan 15 17 44 76
North Korea 12 12 13 37
Bahrain 12 7 7 26
Thailand 11 16 46 73
Hong Kong 8 18 20 46
Malaysia 7 13 16 36
Qatar 6 4 3 13
Mongolia 5 9 11 25
Vietnam 4 16 18 38
Singapore 4 4 14 22
Philippines 4 2 15 21
UAE 3 6 5 14
Kuwait 3 1 2 6
Kyrgyzstan 2 6 12 20
Jordan 2 1 9 12
Cambodia 2 0 1 3
Saudi Arabia 1 2 3 6
Macau 1 2 2 5
Iraq 1 2 0 3
United Korea 1 1 2 4
Lebanon 1 1 2 4
Tajikistan 0 4 3 7
Laos 0 2 3 5
Turkmenistan 0 1 2 3
Nepal 0 1 0 1
Pakistan 0 0 4 4
Afghanistan 0 0 2 2
Myanmar 0 0 2 2
Syria 0 0 1 1

PALEMBANG: Athletes compete in the mixed triathlon during the 2018 Asian Games in Palembang yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA: Son Heung-min will rejoin his Tottenham
Hotspur team-mates next week buzzing after his emo-
tional rollercoaster ride at the Asian Games in Jakarta.
The decision by Spurs to release Son for a far-flung,
under-23 tournament already looks like a shrewd
piece of business after he led South Korea to a gold
medal that spares him a career-threatening stint of
military service.

One of three permitted over-age players in the
Korean squad, the 26-year-old forward recently signed
a new five-year deal with the London club and was
quick to thank Spurs manager Mauricio Pochettino after
a 2-1 extra-time win over Japan on Saturday.

“I’m so grateful to Tottenham because they let me
come here,” Son told AFP, clutching his gold medal and
grinning from ear to ear. “Normally that’s not an easy
decision. I would have felt very sorry if I didn’t win the
gold medal,” he added, after escaping almost two years
of compulsory military service.

“I really want to say thank you to the coach, the
players and fans of Spurs. They are so special.” Son’s
plight has captured the hearts of Spurs fans, who have

taken to social media in their thousands to wish the
player luck in Indonesia.

Nearly every able-bodied South Korean male is
required to perform 21 months of military service before
the age of 28, although the government rewards Asian
Games gold medals and Olympic medals of any colour
with an exemption.

“I’m so grateful for all the support,” said Son, who
will have missed at least three games at the start of the
Premier League season to play the Asian Games. “It
means a lot to me. Now I’m looking forward to getting
back to England and showing what I can do. I’ll contin-
ue to work hard for Tottenham.”

Hugely popular at Spurs, Son joked before the final
that he was upset team-mates Harry Kane and Dele Alli
hadn’t texted. With the weight of the world lifted from
his shoulders after overcoming Japan, he revealed that
he was still waiting.

“Not yet, but it doesn’t matter-I know they’re
focused on the Premier League so no worries,” smiled
Son. “The coaching staff from Tottenham have been
watching me. I hope this makes them happy. It’s the best
present for my life.” Goals from Lee Seung-woo and
Hwang Hee-chan in sweltering West Java will allow the
South Korea pin-up to see out his new contract in
London, although a late header from Ayase Ueda meant
the defending champions had to survive a heart-stop-
ping last few minutes. Son, substituted in the dying sec-
onds, sprinted from the bench to embrace World Cup
goalkeeper Jo Hyeon-woo, sobbing tears of joy as they
rolled on the turf together.—AFP
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