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SCOREBOARD

England 1st Innings 246 (S Curran 78; J Bumrah 3-46)

India 1st Innings 273 (C Pujara 132 no; M Ali 5-63, S

Broad 3-63)

England 2nd Innings (271).

India 2nd Innings (target: 245)

S. Dhawan c Stokes b Anderson 17

KL Rahul b Broad 0

C. Pujara lbw b Anderson 5

V. Kohli c Cook b Ali 58

A. Rahane lbw b Ali 51

H. Pandya c Root b Stokes 0

R. Pant c Cook b Ali 18

R. Ashwin lbw b Curran 25

I. Sharma lbw b Stokes 0

M. Shami c Anderson b Ali 8

J. Bumrah not out 0

Extras (lb1, w1) 2

Total (all out, 69.4 overs, 293 mins)  184

Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Rahul), 2-17 (Pujara), 3-22

(Dhawan), 4-123 (Kohli), 5-127 (Pandya), 6-150 (Pant),

7-153 (Rahane), 8-154 (Sharma), 9-163 (Shami), 10-

184 (Ashwin).

Bowling: Anderson 11-2-33-2; Broad 10-2-23-1; Ali

26-3-71-4; Stokes 12-3-34-2 (1w); Curran 3.4-2-1-1;

Rashid 7-3-21-0;

Result: England won by 60 runs.

Scoreboard on the fourth day of the fourth Test
between England and India at Southampton yes-
terday:

SOUTHAMPTON: Moeen Ali bowled England to a
series-clinching 60-run win in the fourth Test against
India at Southampton yesterday. Victory, achieved with
more than a day to spare, left England an unassailable
3-1 up in the five-match series against India, the
world’s number one ranked Test side, ahead of Friday’s
finale at The Oval.

India, set 245 to win, were dismissed for 184 with
recalled off-spinner Ali taking four for 71 in 26 overs
on a wearing pitch, including the key wicket of star
batsman Virat Kohli (58). That gave Ali a match return
of nine for 134 following his first-innings five for 63.

It was another star turn at Hampshire’s headquar-
ters from Ali, who took six for 67 when England beat
India by 266 runs in the corresponding Test at
Southampton four years ago. While India captain Kohli
and his deputy Ajinkya Rahane (51) were sharing a
century stand for the fourth wicket, the tourists had
hope of chasing down their stiff target.

But after Ali dismissed both senior batsmen either
side of tea, India lost four wickets for 13 runs before
Sam Curran, capping another fine all-round display,
ended the match by having Ravichandran Ashwin lbw
for 25. After they were dismissed for 271 in their sec-
ond innings, England made early inroads into India’s
top order. KL Rahul was bowled for a duck by a Stuart
Broad delivery that kept cruelly low.

James Anderson, surprisingly, wicketless in an India
first innings of 273 that featured Cheteshwar Pujara’s
excellent 132 not out, then struck twice. He had Pujara
lbw for just five yesterday and his next over saw
Shikhar Dhawan (17) well caught in the gully by Ben
Stokes. That double strike left paceman Anderson on
559 Test wickets and just four behind retired Australia
great Glenn McGrath’s mark of 563, the most taken in
Tests by any fast bowler.

India were again looking for another major innings
from Kohli, who had already scored two hundreds this
series and would pass 500 runs for the campaign dur-
ing yesterday’s innings. England thought they had the
world’s number-one ranked batsman lbw for nine to
Ali. But after England’s review of an original not out
decision from Kumar Dharmasena, third umpire Joel
Wilson ruled there had been an inside edge.

At lunch, India were 46 for three with Kohli 10 not

out and Rahane unbeaten on 13. Kohli had moved on
to 15 when he survived another huge lbw appeal
from Ali. Although he looked out, with the ball strik-
ing him low down and in front of  the stumps,
Dharmasena’s decis ion was upheld on review
because the ball had pitched outside off stump with
the batsman playing a shot.

Kohli went to fifty with just a third four in 114 balls
when he clipped Anderson off his pads through square
leg. It had seemed as if England had missed a huge
chance when Alastair Cook dropped Kohli off Ali at short
leg. But the very next ball saw Kohli get a thin glove and
this time Cook made no mistake. Kohli reviewed, but to
no avail, before appearing to exchange angry words with

Broad. The scale of India’s task was evident from the fact
they had only three times before scored 200 or more in
the fourth innings to win a Test match outside of Asia.
And for all that England had suffered 203-run thrashing
by India at Trent Bridge last week, it was still a decade
since they had last lost successive home Tests following
back-to-back defeats by South Africa in 2008. Three
balls after tea, Hardik Pandya was well caught for a duck
in the slips by England captain Joe Root off Stokes. His
exit sparked a cascade of wickets, with Rahane’s
painstaking 159-ball effort ending when he was lbw to a
sharply turning Ali delivery. Rishabh Pant drove Ali for six
before he holed out off the spinner at a sun-drenched
Southampton. — AFP

Ali bowls England to series-clinching  
60-run win over India in fourth Test

India, set 245 to win, were dismissed for 184

SOUTHAMPTON: England’s Moeen Ali (C) celebrates with teaammates after taking the wicket of India’s Ajinkya
Rahane for 21 during the fourth day of the fourth Test cricket match between England and India at the Ageas
Bowl in Southampton, southwest England yesterday.—AFP

WATFORD: Watford’s stunning start to the season hit a
new high as they made it four successive Premier
League wins with a shock 2-1 success against
Tottenham yesterday. Having fallen behind to
Abdoulaye Doucoure’s 54th minute own goal, Watford
responded impressively, recovering to claim the points
through headers from Troy Deeney and Craig Cathcart. 

It remains to be seen how long Javi Gracia’s third-
placed side can remain among the upper echelon, but
this win confirmed they are currently there on merit. 

They have won their first four league games for the
first time since 1988 and remarkably sit level on points
with leaders Liverpool and second-placed Chelsea
heading into the international break.

Having beaten Brighton, Burnley and Crystal Palace
in their opening three games, this was Watford’s first
test against a top six side. Tottenham arrived with an
unbeaten record of their own to protect, having won 3-
0 at Manchester United in their previous league game.

But Watford rose to the challenge to secure a first
league win against Tottenham since 1987 — underlin-
ing their status as the league’s surprise package. For
Tottenham manager Mauricio Pochettino, this was a
concerning defeat. 

The result means his side have lost early ground to
their main rivals and the way his side was overpowered
during the final half hour was alarming. Had Harry Kane
not sent a late headed chance over the bar, Pochettino
would have considered a draw to be reasonable reward
against obstinate opponents. Defeat, though, highlight-
ed Tottenham’s lack of cutting edge, with Lucas Moura
the only player to consistently threaten, while the man-
ner in which they conceded was cause for concern.
Pochettino made three changes to the side that won so
convincingly at Old Trafford. 

Michel Vorm deputised for Hugo Lloris, the goal-
keeper and captain who was ruled out with a thigh
problem, while defenders Ben Davies and Davinson
Sanchez came in for Danny Rose and Eric Dier.

Initially, though, Spurs’ problems appeared to lie
further up the pitch during a laboured first half-not that
Watford displayed much attacking threat of their own
in the first half. There was a much greater sense of
urgency after the break-initially from Tottenham-with
Moura and Christian Eriksen at the forefront of
Tottenham’s improved efforts.

Christian Kasabele’s poor clearing header allowed
Moura the opportunity to collect the ball on the right
hand side of the box and drill in a cross that deflected
off the backtracking Doucoure and past keeper Ben
Foster. At that point there seemed little chance that
Watford’s dismal record against Spurs was about to
change. Gracia’s side, though, have already demonstrat-
ed commendable resilience this season and the way
they responded confirmed their growing stature.

For the first time in the game they applied sustained
pressure and were unfortunate not to equalise when
Spurs defender Toby Alderweireld headed Deeney’s
cross against bar and post.

Spurs were rattled and confirmation the balance of
the game had shifted came in the 69th minute when
Deeney headed home from Jose Holebas’ free-kick.
Then seven minutes later, Pochettino’s side were unable
to deal with another set-piece when Cathcart met Will
Hughes’ corner to head past Vorm. — AFP

Watford stun
Spurs to extend
perfect start

MILAN: Cristiano Ronaldo drew another blank in his
bid to score his first Serie A goal for Juventus but the
Italian champions kept their winning momentum 2-1 at
promoted Parma on Saturday with goals in either half
from World Cup stars Mario Mandzukic and Blaise
Matuidi. World Cup winner Matuidi bagged the deci-
sive goal on 58 minutes after Croatia’s Mandzukic, a
finalist in Moscow this summer, had scored after just
two minutes in Emilia Romagna. 

New Parma signing Gervinho-back in Italy after two
years with Chinese club Hebei China Fortune-pulled
one back after 33 minutes for the hosts who have
returned to the top flight after three consecutive pro-
motions following demotion for bankruptcy in 2015.

Ronaldo is yet to score but the seven-time reigning
Italian champions are on maximum points after winning
all three of their games this season.

The 33-year-old five-time Ballon d’Or winner missed
a chance to open his account after 26 minutes when his
powerful header was just wide, and spurned another
chance ten minutes into the second half. “Cristiano had
a good game, he made himself available, but it was a
moment when the ball did not bounce back in the right
direction,” coach Massimiliano Allegri told streaming
broadcaster DAZN.  “I’m happy with what he’s doing...
After the (international) break he will surely get a goal
because we’ll all be in better shape.”

Matuidi added: “He (Ronaldo) had a great match but
no luck. He’s going to be a little annoyed because he’s
hungry to score, but we’re going to help him.”

Allegri said he was impressed with Mandzukic who
has scored twice in the opening three games and set up
Matuidi for the winner. “I didn’t expect Mario to be in
this condition after the World Cup,” he added.

Earlier Radja Nainggolan scored on his debut as
Inter Milan claimed their first three points of the season
with a 3-0 win in Bologna. Nainggolan missed the first
two games of the campaign with injury following his
summer move from Roma. But the 30-year-old Belgian
midfielder made his mark on his league debut, opening
his and Inter’s account at the Stadio Dall’Ara after 66
minutes. Italy midfielder Antonio Candreva and
Croatia’s World Cup runner-up Ivan Perisic added two
quickfire goals in the final ten minutes to seal all three
points. The win gives Luciano Spalletti’s side four
points from three games, equal with Roma who lost 2-1

at AC Milan on Friday. Filippo Inzaghi’s Bologna are
stuck on one point, without a single goal scored in
three games. “We were patient because there was a
risk of starting to panic,” said Spalletti. “There were
three beautiful goals and the team shook off the tension
after the opener. “We still have some players who aren’t
in peak condition, we’ll have to get up to that quickly
because you really need to sweat to win games.”

Inter captain and striker Mauro Icardi tried, unsuc-
cessfully, to shake off a muscle strain by warming up
before being forced to watch from the stands, along
with Lautaro Martinez. It left Keita Balde as Inter’s sole
striker, but with Nainggolan, Matteo Politano and
Perisic in support. Perisic nodded into the side-netting
early with Roberto Gagliardini also firing over for the
visitors before Bologna threatened, Filip Helander’s
header cleared off the line by Inter goalkeeper Samir
Handanovic.

Nainggolan missed a chance to open the scoring just
before the break with a powerful half-volley from the
edge of the box flying over. But the Belgian made no
mistake after the break, controlling Politano’s cross to
fire past his former Roma teammate Lukasz Skorupski.

Candreva replaced Keita on 79 minutes and three
minutes later turned in a low cross from Perisic for his
first goal in over 18 months before the Croatian sealed
victory two minutes later. Serie A while runners-up
Napoli play Sampdoria in Genoa, looking for a third
straight win. — AFP

Matuidi scores
winner, Ronaldo
draws blank as 
Juventus beat Parma

CARDIFF: Unai Emery praised Arsenal’s character after
they gave a glimpse of their potential in a thrilling 3-2 vic-
tory at Cardiff yesterday. Emery was rewarded for a bold
selection after partnering Alexandre Lacazette and Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang, his two main forwards, together
from the start for the first time in the Premier League.

Both scored as Emery’s men collected the second victory
of his reign. The Spaniard saw his side make hard work of
seeing off the newly-promoted Welsh club with old defen-
sive failings twice allowing Cardiff to equalise.  But Emery
was impressed with the way Arsenal responded to each of
those setbacks. “The reaction is very important. The reac-
tion was very good. We were calm,” Emery said. “The most
important thing is to be calm and to continue working.  “We
controlled the match for 70 percent of the 90 minutes.”
Emery got a crash course in both the strengths and weak-
nesses of the squad he inherited from Arsene Wenger. His
decision to field two forwards paid handsome dividends as
first Aubameyang and then Lacazette scored excellent goals
to finally kill off  Cardiff. The Bluebirds had equalised
through Victor Camarasa and Danny Ward after Shkodran
Mustafi headed the Gunners ahead. “They are playing min-
utes each match and today they started (together),” said
Emery of his strikers.  “We are continuing to work on the
combinations. Today I think the two players scored goals
and helped us. “We can continue to work to find the best
performance with each player.”

There is, however, plenty for Emery to ponder during
the international break after the familiar failings that
dogged the end of Wenger’s reign reared their heads
again.  After Mustafi’s powerful header from Granit
Xhaka’s corner had put his visitors ahead in the Welsh
capital, they failed to see the game out to half-time.

In stoppage-time a poor Xhaka pass was intercepted,
Nacho Monreal failed to deal with a Joe Bennett cross and
Camarasa fired home. Then, after Aubameyang had bent
home a superb shot to restore their lead after clever work

from Mesut Ozil and Lacazette, the Gunners switched off
again and allowed Ward a free header to equalise again. 

“We need to continue improving on our defence,”
admitted Emery, who also saw further teething problems
for Petr Cech in the veteran goalkeeper’s efforts to play
from the back.  Twice in the opening eight minutes Cech
made a mess of dealing with back-passes and, on the sec-
ond occasion, Harry Arter fired over when he should have
opened the scoring. “He has experience,” said Emery. “He
is intelligent. He is doing what we want. 

“It’s very important for me to continue doing this and to

keep improving. “We take a little risk, but when you break
this risk and their pressing you can find space. We need to
continue with this personality.” There was a sighting, too,
of Ozil, who played a decent hand in victory having missed
last week’s win at West Ham amid rumours of a row on the
training ground with his manager. “Ozil with his quality, I
think we need him to give us his moments in the match,”
said Emery.  “I think today in the second half he played a
good match, he worked every minute he was on the pitch.
“Maybe in the second half with his position on the pitch I
think he feels better.” — AFP

Emery impressed 
by spirited Arsenal

CARDIFF: Arsenal’s Gabonese striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang vies with Cardiff City’s English defender
Sean Morrison (2nd L) during the English Premier League football match between between Cardiff City and
Arsenal at Cardiff City Stadium in Cardiff, south Wales yesterday. — AFP


