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Japan’s Osaka claims US Open title 

NEW YORK: Naomi Osaka became Japan’s first Grand
Slam singles champion after she thumped Serena
Williams 6-2 6-4 in a controversial US Open final on
Saturday, with the American suffering a mesmerizing
meltdown after being handed a code violation.

It was drama-filled conclusion to a final that was rich
with storylines but will now go down as one of the most
controversial Grand Slam finals of all time. There was
much riding on the match for both women, with Osaka
bidding to become the first man or woman from Japan
to lift a Grand Slam singles title and Williams poised to
equal Margaret Court’s record of 24 major titles.

In the end it was Osaka making history but on a day
of bizarre events her victory will only be a footnote to
what is sure to go down as one of the most infamous
matches ever played at Flushing Meadows.

The chaotic finish filled with screaming, tears and
jeers cast a cloud over what should have been Osaka’s
shining moment. Standing on the podium waiting to be
handed her trophy and a winner’s cheque for $3.8 mil-
lion, Osaka heard only boos as an angry crowd took

out their frustration on Portuguese chair umpire Carlos
Ramos, who stood to the side. “I know everyone was
cheering for her and I’m sorry it had to end like this,”
said Osaka. “It was always my dream to play Serena in
the U.S. Open finals ... I’m really grateful I was able to
play with you.”

With Osaka in control of the match after taking the
first set, Ramos sent Williams into a rage when he
handed the 23-time Grand Slam champion a code viola-
tion in the second game of the second set after he spot-
ted the American’s coach Patrick Mouratoglou making
some hand signals from the player’s box.

A string of bad behaviour followed from Williams
and she went on to incur a point penalty for smashing
her racket before being slapped with a game penalty at
4-3 down after she launched into a verbal attack
against Ramos, accusing him of being “a liar” and “a
thief for stealing a point from me”.

The game penalty put Osaka 5-3 up and the 20-
year-old Japanese kept her cool to pull off the win.
Mouratoglou later admitted he had been coaching but

in another strange twist an unrepentant Williams con-
tinued to deny she had received any advice and was
instead a victim of sexism.

“He (Ramos) alleged that I was cheating, and I
wasn’t cheating,” said Williams. “I’ve seen other men
call other umpires several things. “I’m here fighting for
women’s rights and for women’s equality and for all
kinds of stuff.

“For me to say ‘thief’ and for him to take a game, it
made me feel like it was a sexist remark.” Almost lost in
the chaos was a fearless and cool display from Osaka.
Before Williams’s meltdown, Osaka had already put the
36-year-old under rarely seen pressure. Osaka had giv-
en Williams plenty of respect but no other concessions
as she grabbed the early break on a double fault by her
idol for a 2-1 first set lead that she would not let go.

Playing on tennis’s biggest stage in her first Grand
Slam final, the enormity of the moment did not faze
Osaka while Williams, contesting her 31st major final,
looked unsteady. Williams’s implosion was not a totally
unfamiliar sight for tennis fans, who watched a similar

meltdown nine years earlier on Arthur Ashe Stadium.
Playing the semi-finals against Kim Clijsters,

Williams flew into a rage after a line judge called her
for a foot-fault on a second serve, leaving her match
point down to the Belgian. Williams launched into an
expletive-laced rant at the official. She waved her rack-
et in the lineswoman’s direction and then shook a ball in
her clenched fist as she threatened to “shove it down”
her throat.

She was initially fined $10,500 for unsportsmanlike
behaviour, the maximum allowed on site at a tourna-
ment, and was then slapped with an additional
$164,500 fine and put on probation for two years by
the Grand Slam Committee.

Williams could face further sanctions for her actions
on Saturday against Osaka, the WTA issuing a state-
ment that they will be looking into the incident. “There
are matters that need to be looked into that took place
during the match,” said the WTA. “For tonight, it is time
to celebrate these two amazing players, both of whom
have great integrity.”  — Reuters

Serena accuses umpire of being a thief,  sanctions possible for Williams

NEW YORK:  Naomi Osaka of Japan poses with the championship trophy after winning the Women’s Singles finals match against Serena Williams of the United States on Day Thirteen of the 2018 US Open at the USTA Billie Jean King National
Tennis Center on Saturday. — AFP

MIAMI: NFL players resumed kneeling protests during
the pre-game playing of the US national anthem at yes-
terday’s 2018 season openers as US President Donald
Trump warned dimming TV ratings will plunge.

Miami Dolphins receivers Kenny Stills and Albert
Wilson kneeled during “The Star-Spangled Banner”
and defensive end Robert Quinn raised a fist during the
song ahead of the team’s season opener against visiting
Tennessee.

The protests for social justice and against racial

inequality, started by former NFL quarterback Colin
Kaepernick in 2016, continued for a third consecutive
season. Just hours before yesterday’s game, Trump
tweeted about the dip in NFL ratings for Thursday’s
season-opening game compared to past seasons, hint-
ing that players standing for the anthem could restore
lost viewership.

“Wow, NFL first game ratings are way down over an
already really bad last year comparison,” Trump tweet-
ed yesterday morning. “Viewership declined 13%, the
lowest in over a decade. If the players stood proudly for
our Flag and Anthem, and it is all shown on broadcast,
maybe ratings could come back? Otherwise worse!”

Trump jumped on the issue a year ago at a rally in
Alabama, calling any player who didn’t stand for the
anthem a “son of a b....” who was insulting the nation
and its military. Players have steadfastly maintained
their protest is aimed at social and racial issues while
Trump has pushed that players should be fired for dis-
respecting the flag.

NFL owners, who did not have a policy on the mat-
ter, in May passed a policy forcing players to stand for

the anthem on the sidelines or stay off the field. But the
NFL Players Association filed a grievance over the pol-
icy, saying it denied members freedom of expression,
and talks could not resolve the issue before the season
began. ESPN reported yesterday, citing unnamed
sources, that there would be no new policy regarding
anthem protests this season. Kaepernick has sued the
NFL on charges of collusion, saying owners have con-
spired to keep him from having a job since he became a
free agent last year. This is his second season without
an NFL job after his protest-launching moves with San
Francisco in 2016.

Kaepernick was the focus of a new advertisement
campaign by sportswear manufacturer Nike that made
its national debut on Thursday’s opening NFL telecast.
Commemerating the 30th anniversary of Nike’s “Just
Do It” campaign, the message of the Kaepernick com-
mercials is: “Believe in something. Even if it costs you
everything.”

Nike reported a 31% sales boost during the Labor
Day holiday weekend this year over last year after the
advertisement debuted online. — AFP
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FOXBOROUGH: Tom Brady #12 of the New England
Patriots reacts as he runs onto the field before the
game against the Houston Texans at Gillette
Stadium yesterday. —AFP


