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KHAN AL-AHMAR: Israel security forces
yesterday dismantled several shacks built by
Palestinian protesters near Khan Al-Ahmar,
a Bedouin village in the occupied West Bank
that Israel has slated for demolition. Reuters
witnesses said Israeli forces arrived at the
village before sunrise yesterday and began
taking down the newly built protest huts,
without touching the Bedouin encampment,
the fate of which has become a focus of
Palestinian protests and international con-
cern. Israel’s military liaison agency with the
Palestinians, COGAT, said on Twitter that
five “movable structures that were illegally
transported & installed” in the area had
been taken down.

The five new huts had been assembled
this week by activists from several rights
groups and the Western-backed Palestinian
Authority in support of the Bedouin commu-
nity. Khan Al-Ahmar is beside an Israeli
highway that runs through the West Bank
from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea. Israel’s plan
to demolish the village and relocate its 180
residents - Bedouins who scrape a living by
raising sheep and goats - to a site 12 km (7
miles) away, has drawn criticism from Pales-
tinians and some European states, who cite
the impact on the community and prospects
for peace. Palestinians say the demolition is
part of an Israeli push to create an arc of
settlements that would effectively cut off
East Jerusalem from the West Bank, territo-
ries Israel captured in the 1967 Middle East
war and which the Palestinians seek for an
independent state. Last week, Israel’s
Supreme Court rejected petitions to prevent
the move, siding with the authorities who say
the village was built without required per-
mits. Palestinians say such documents are
impossible to obtain. — Reuters
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Saudi, UAE working to cut 
risks to civilians in Yemen

The coalition is engaged in an “urgent and good-faith effort”
WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo has “certified” that Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates are working to reduce risks
to civilian life in Yemen-a key step to ensuring con-
tinued US support to the coalition. Pompeo’s as-
sessment, announced Wednesday, came even as he
admitted that the US believes civilian death rates
at the hands of the coalition are “far too high.”
Under new rules, Congress requires the certifica-
tion to continue allowing US air tankers to refuel
Saudi and UAE warplanes.

The measure comes amid a string of high-pro-
file coalition strikes that have killed scores of civil-
ians, many of them children. In a statement, Pompeo
noted that both Saudi Arabia and UAE “are under-
taking demonstrable actions to reduce the risk of
harm to civilians and civilian infrastructure resulting
from military operations of these governments.” On
September 1, the coalition admitted that “mistakes”
had been made in an August air strike that killed
40 children.

The bombing on a crowded market in part of
northern Yemen held by Houthi rebels killed a total
of 51 people, according to the Red Cross. In an un-
classified report, obtained by AFP, that accompa-
nied Pompeo’s certification, he acknowledged that
the US “recognizes that civilian casualties have oc-
curred at rates that are far too high in the Saudi-
led coalition’s campaign in Yemen.” The Yemen
conflict has triggered the world’s worst humanitar-
ian crisis, with the UN estimating that as many as
10,000 people have died, most of them civilians,
since the coalition launched military operations in
2015. Twin strikes south of the rebel-held Red Sea
port of Hodeida on August 23 killed 26 children, the
United Nations has said. The United States has

drawn sharp criticism for its ongoing support to the
coalition, which also includes intelligence sharing
and targeting information. In the report, Pompeo
said civilian casualties must be reduced “for both
strategic and moral reasons.”

The document points to multiple ways the
coalition is trying to do this, including by avoiding
hitting civilian infrastructure, keeping a “no-strike”
list, and by updating rules of engagement. The
Royal Saudi Air Force has also pledged to fund
$750 million in US-provided training. The report
notes the coalition is engaged in an “urgent and
good-faith effort” to support diplomatic efforts to
end the war.

‘Farce’ 
But aid groups slammed Pompeo’s certification,

saying it would ensure further civilian bloodshed.
“With Secretary Pompeo’s certification, the State
Department demonstrated that it is blindly sup-
porting military operations in Yemen without any
allegiance to facts, moral code or humanitarian
law,” Oxfam America said in a statement. Brookings
Institution fellow Scott Anderson said Congress
must push for more information on the basis of the
certification, and challenge Pompeo if this is
deemed inadequate. 

And Democratic Congressman Ro Khanna
called the certification a “farce.” “The Saudis delib-
erately bombed a bus full of children. There is only
one moral answer, and that is to end our support for
their intervention in Yemen,” Khanna said on Twit-
ter. The coalition supports the internationally rec-
ognized government of President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi, which is fighting Iran-backed Houthi
rebels who seized control of Sanaa in 2014. US De-

fense Secretary Jim Mattis issued a separate state-
ment endorsing the certification, saying the UAE
and Saudis are making “every effort” to reduce the
risk of civilian casualties and collateral damage.

Mattis last month warned that US support for the
coalition was “not unconditional,” noting that the
coalition must do “everything humanly possible to
avoid any innocent loss of life.”—Agencies 

SANAA: An injured Yemeni Houthi rebel fighter sits outside the UN offices in the capital Sanaa
during a demonstration with other fighters demanding the right to travel abroad for medical
treatment. — AFP  

PARIS: France admitted yesterday that it insti-
gated a “system” that led to torture during Al-
geria’s independence war, a conflict that
remains hugely sensitive six decades on. Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron is set to acknowledge
that mathematician Maurice Audin, a Commu-
nist pro-independence activist who disap-
peared in 1957, “died under torture stemming
from the system instigated while Algeria was
part of France”, his office said. 

Macron, who was due to visit Audin’s widow,
will also announce “the opening of archives on
the subject of disappeared civilians and sol-
diers, both French and Algerian”. During the
1954-62 war, which claimed some 1.5 million Al-
gerian lives, French forces brutally cracked
down on independence fighters in the colony
ruled by Paris for 130 years.

Hundreds of thousands of young French men
were conscripted to fight in a conflict that left
deep scars in France’s national psyche as it

wound down from being a colonial power after
World War II. The French state has never pre-
viously admitted that its military forces rou-
tinely used torture during the war. Macron, the
first president born after the conflict, sparked
controversy on the campaign trail last year by
declaring that France’s colonization of Algeria
was a “crime against humanity”. He later walked
back the comments, calling for “neither denial
nor repentance” over France’s colonial history
and adding: “We cannot remain trapped in the
past”.

Yesterday he visited the widow of Audin,
whose disappearance has long been a source of
fascination in France. An assistant professor at
the University of Algiers, Audin was 25 when he
was arrested at his home by French paratroop-
ers, accused of harboring armed members of the
Algerian Communist Party. He was tortured re-
peatedly in a villa in the Algiers neighborhood
of El Biar. His widow Josette was told 10 days
later that the mathematician had escaped while
being transferred between jails. 

This remained the official version of events
until 2014, when Macron’s predecessor Fran-
cois Hollande acknowledged that Audin died
in detention. Historian Sylvie Thenault said the
French state’s acknowledgement that Audin’s
death resulted from a “system” pointed to a
broader recognition of wrongdoing. — AFP 
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