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ADDIS ABABA: South Sudan’s President Salva
Kiir and rebel leader Riek Machar signed a
much-anticipated peace deal yesterday, the lat-
est attempt to end five years of a vicious civil
war that’s torn the world’s youngest nation apart.
Seated before a roomful of regional leaders,
diplomats and officials convened in the
Ethiopian capital, the two men signed a docu-
ment meant to end a conflict that began in 2013
and quickly spiraled into a regional crisis.

Hopes were high that the agreement, the de-
tails of which were not announced, will end the
war which has cost the lives of tens of thousands
of people, pushed millions to the brink of starva-
tion and scattered refugees across East Africa.
“The eyes of the world are upon us as the South
Sudan leaders commit today to press for recon-
ciliation and lasting peace in their country,” said
Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed at the start
of a brief but delayed closed-door meeting after
which Kiir and Machar emerged to sign the doc-
ument. The agreement was greeted with ap-
plause and ululations from the delegates, but also
concerns from some parties that it might not be
honored. Since the civil war began in December
2013 - following Kiir’s claim that Machar was
plotting a coup-the Intergovernmental Authority
on Development (IGAD) regional bloc, chaired
by Ethiopia, has taken the lead on peace negoti-
ations, to little effect. The last peace pact col-
lapsed in July 2016 during days of fighting in the
capital Juba that forced Machar to flee for his life.

Words of skepticism
Speaking prior to the agreement’s signing,

David Shearer, head of the UN Mission in South
Sudan, sounded a note of caution. “With the

signing of this revitalized agreement, we should
publicly acknowledge it is but one step on the
road to peace, but one which lays the foundation
for all that follows,” he said. His fears were
echoed by Britain’s Chris Trott, who spoke for
the Troika bloc that also includes Norway and
the United States and provides key funding to
the peace process.

“We remain concerned about the parties’
level of commitment to this agreement,” he said,
citing recent fighting in the northwestern city of
Wau and the deaths of 13 aid workers in South
Sudan this year alone. The US last week said that
107 aid workers and 13 journalists had been
killed since the war began. “The Troika is com-
mitted to peace in South Sudan. But in order to
be convinced of the parties’ committment, we
will need to see a significant change in their ap-
proach,” Trott said.

After decades of civil war, South Sudan voted
to leave its northern neighbor Sudan in 2011, be-
coming the world’s youngest country. The split
deprived Sudan of most of its oil reserves, and
production was disrupted by the outbreak of
war in South Sudan just two years after inde-
pendence. International frustration with the war-
ring parties peaked in July, when the UN
Security Council slapped an arms embargo and
sanctions on two military officials to encourage
South Sudan’s leaders to turn away from the
battleground and seek a diplomatic solution. 

Hill collapses 
In another development, at least 20 people

have been killed in Sudan’s war-torn Darfur re-
gion after a hill collapsed onto their village fol-
lowing heavy rain, a rebel group said yesterday.

Several people are still feared to be buried after
rocks crashed down onto their houses in the
mountainous Jebel Marra region of Darfur on
September 7, the group said. The region is under
the control of the rebel Sudan Liberation Army-
Abdul Wahid (SLA-AW) group, and getting in-
dependent information from that remote area is
difficult.

“On September 7 a part of a hill collapsed on
a village in eastern Jebel Marra killing at least 20
people,” said Mohamed El-Naier, spokesman of

SLA-AW. “Dozens more are still buried under
the debris. The entire village has been de-
stroyed,” he said, adding that those who sur-
vived were now living in the open without any
shelter. The death toll was confirmed by the
shura council of the Fur tribe, the biggest in Dar-
fur. “We urge the United Nations, NGOs and the
government to help us find those still missing
and to provide shelter to people living in the
open,” said Amin Mahmud Osman, general sec-
retary of the council, in a statement.—Agencies 
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JUBA: South Sudan President Salva Kiir (right) is greeted by officials at Juba International Airport in
Juba yesterday, after returning from the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa where the latest peace agree-
ment with opposition leader Riek Machar was finalized. — AFP 

HANOI: Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi yester-
day robustly defended the jailing of two
Reuters journalists who were reporting on the
Rohingya crisis, as she hit back at global criti-
cism of a trial widely seen as an attempt to
muzzle the free press. The country’s de facto
leader acknowledged that the brutal crack-
down on the Muslim minority-which the United
Nations has cast as “genocide”-could have
been “handled better”, but insisted the two re-
porters had been treated fairly. “They were not
jailed because they were journalists” but be-
cause “the court has decided that they had bro-
ken the Official Secrets Act”, she said.

Wa Lone, 32, and Kyaw Soe Oo, 28, were each
imprisoned for seven years last week for breach-
ing the country’s hardline Official Secrets Act
while reporting on atrocities committed during
the military crackdown in Rakhine state. Suu Kyi,
once garlanded as a global rights champion, has
come under intense pressure to use her moral
authority inside Myanmar to defend the pair.
Challenging critics of the verdict-including the
UN, rights groups who once lionized her, and the
US Vice President-to “point out” where there
has been a miscarriage of justice, Suu Kyi said
the case upheld the rule of law.

“The case was held in open court... I don’t
think anybody has bothered to read the summary
of the judge,” she said during a discussion at the
World Economic Forum, adding the pair still had
the right to appeal. Her comments drew an indig-
nant response from rights groups who have
urged the Nobel Laureate to press for a presi-
dential pardon for the reporters. “Open courts
are designed to shed light on the justice
process,” said Sean Bain of the International
Commission of Jurists. —AFP 
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KOYSINJAQ: A man wearing a white sur-
geon’s mask sprays red paint at pockmarks
left in a white wall by shrapnel-honoring com-
rades who died in an Iranian missile attack in
Iraqi Kurdistan. The man is a member of the
Kurdistan Democratic Party of Iran, a rebel
group based in northern Iraq’s autonomous
Kurdish region, whose headquarters were tar-
geted by the missile attack on September 8.
At least 15 KDPI leaders and members were
killed at the base in Koysinjaq, according to
the rebels. 

“The victims have obviously left a big
hole”, said KDPI Secretary General Mustafa
Muludi, one of around 30 wounded in the
strikes. “We have suffered a great loss be-

cause (the dead leaders) had political experi-
ence and expertise”, he said. “We have always
considered Iran a danger to us. This bom-
bardment has made our fear stronger.” But
Muludi said he was confident the KDPI would
fill the leadership void. Iran said the strikes
were retaliation for repeated cross-border in-
cursions by the “terrorist” group. The KDPI is
Iran’s oldest Kurdish separatist group. It was
banned after the Islamic revolution of 1979. 

Iran’s armed forces chief of staff said on
Tuesday that Kurdish leaders in Iraq had
given assurances in the past that they would
rein in the KDPI and other anti-Iran militants.
“But since last year, provoked by America,
they broke this pledge,” Major General Mo-
hammad Bagheri told Iran’s semi-official
ISNA news agency. While Iran has called on
Iraq to expel the rebels, Baghdad has called
the missile strikes a violation of its sover-
eignty. Kurds, a non-Arab ethnic group, have
long agitated for their own state. They number
between 25 and 35 million people spread
across Turkey, Syria, Iraq and Iran. In Iran
they make up around 10 percent of the pop-
ulation.— AFP 
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