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LONDON: Young women in Britain are paid less
and harassed more at work than men, with most
reporting that their job negatively affects their
mental health, a survey found yesterday. Almost
one in five young women surveyed in England
and Wales said they were paid less than male
colleagues at a similar level, according to the
charity Young Women’s Trust, despite govern-
ment efforts to close the gender pay gap.

Nearly one in four young women also said
they had been sexually harassed at work, but
only one-third of these reported it to bosses or
human resources. Many said they did not know
how or feared losing their job. “Sadly, even a
hundred years after the first women gaining the
power to vote, it’s still a rich man’s world,” said

the trust’s chief executive Carole Easton. “Young
women’s treatment at work, pay and wellbeing
are trailing far behind those of young men.” Al-

though Britain outlawed sex discrimination in the
1970s, women are under-represented in senior

positions and gender pay inequality remains a
persistent problem.

Men on average earn 18.4 percent more than
women, according to government data pub-
lished last year after legislation forcing compa-
nies with more than 250 workers - covering
almost half of Britain’s workforce - to publish
their average pay gap. Women were also more
likely to be offered zero-hours contracts and
their average debts have increased over the last
year, found the survey of more than 4,000 peo-
ple aged 18 to 30. Four in ten women said it was
a “real struggle” to make their money last to the
end of the month, compared to three in ten men
in the same age group.

Worries over work were affecting women’s

quality of life, with more than 50 percent say-
ing their job had a negative impact on their
mental health, compared to about 40 percent
of men. Women had little hope of swift change,
with only half believing gender discrimination
in Britain will be a thing of the past by the time
they are 40. 

“Harassment, discrimination, anxiety and
debt are facts of life for far too many young
women today,” Sam Smethers, chief executive
of the Fawcett Society, Britain’s leading
women’s rights charity, told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “We need to end the mi-
sogyny and harassment they experience and
give them fair pay at work by ending pay and
maternity discrimination.” — Reuters 
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Chile passes law 
allowing teens 
over 14 to change 
their legal sex
VALPARAISO: Lawmakers in Chile on Wednesday passed leg-
islation allowing people as young as 14 to legally change their
name and gender identity. The Chamber of Deputies passed
the Gender Identity Law by a vote of 95-46. It allows people
aged 18 and above to change their name and legal gender, while
those aged over 14 can do so with the permission of a parent
or legal guardian. The Senate had passed the bill last month, so
Wednesday’s vote brought an end to a five-year battle in the
deeply conservative South American country. The hotly de-
bated legislation had come close to passing several times, but
the issue came to a head earlier this year in the final months of
former president Michelle Bachelet’s term.

“We are witnessing a historic event which we celebrate with
great emotion and joy,” said Alvaro Troncoso, head of the
Movement for Homosexual Integration and Liberation (Movilh).
“It will improve the quality of life of thousands of people whose
dignity and rights have been denigrated simply by the preju-
dices that exist against their gender identification.” Activists
had argued that not allowing people to register legally under
the gender they most strongly identified with was a form of dis-
crimination and had caused a variety of social, psychological
and legal problems. 

“Right now, for the Chilean state, I do not exist,” transgender
activist Alessia Injoque told AFP shortly before the law was
passed. “Right now there is someone called Alejandro who is
not me.” She said the new law would “grant me legal recogni-
tion of my existence: recognizing my identity is recognizing a
segment of the population that has been ignored and whose
identity has been denied.”  A survey conducted by Movilh in
August of 326 people who identified as transgender revealed
that 76 percent of respondents reported having been discrim-
inated against because of their gender identification, limiting
their options to find work.

When the new law comes into effect, single people aged 18
or over will be able to legally change their name and gender by
filling out a form at the civil registry office, while married peo-
ple can do so at a family court.  — AFP
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EU votes to
stop Hungary
‘threat’
STRASBOURG: The European Parliament
has launched an action that could unleash
unprecedented political sanctions against
Viktor Orban’s populist Hungarian gov-
ernment for posing a “systemic threat” to
the EU’s founding values. The move dealt
a stunning political blow to Prime Minister
Orban, who had told the parliament a day
earlier that a scathing report leading to
the vote was an insult to Hungary’s honor
and people.

Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter Szij-
jarto wasted little time in slamming the
vote as “nothing less than the petty re-
venge of pro-immigration politicians”.
With elections for a new parliament in May
2019, the vote reflects growing pushback
among traditional parties in Europe
against the rise of populists, who oppose
migration and are accused of undermining
the rule of law. Adopted by 448 votes for
to 197 against and with 48 abstentions, the
motion marked the first time the parliament
has initiated steps under Article Seven of
the European Union’s treaty. An earlier ac-
tion against Poland was initiated by the EU
executive.

Dutch Greens MEP Judith Sargentini,
who spearheaded the vote, smiled broadly
and breathed a sigh of relief before em-
bracing parliament supporters in the
French city of Strasbourg. “It is a positive
sign of this parliament taking responsibility
and wanting action,” Sargentini told a
press conference afterwards. She had
urged colleagues not to let Hungary off the
hook, declaring that Orban’s eight-year
rule “violates the values on which this
union was built.”

The parliament issued a statement call-
ing on EU countries to now “act against a
member state to prevent a systemic threat”

to such founding values as respect for
democracy, the rule of law and human
rights. The vote was based on a report that
voiced concerns about judicial independ-
ence, corruption, freedom of expression,
academic freedom, religious freedom, and
the rights of minorities and refugees. 

The vote takes the first steps under Ar-
ticle Seven of the EU Treaty, known by
some in Brussels as the “nuclear option”,
which could ultimately strip Hungary of its
EU voting rights. Other EU governments
could halt any further action, however, and
Poland has warned it would do so. A
spokeswoman for Poland’s Law and Justice
(PiS) government told AFP Warsaw was
“very worried by the decision,” because it
“threatens” EU unity.

‘Historic vote’
In a brief speech to parliament on Tues-

day, Orban vowed that Hungary would re-
sist any attempt to “blackmail” it into
softening its anti-migrant stance, which he
charged was the motive behind the vote.
Though defiant, he was resigned to the

outcome, saying the parliament seemed to
have already made up its mind. “Hungary
will protect its borders, stop illegal migra-
tion and defend its rights,” said Orban, who
embraces a vision of a Christian Europe
and opposes an influx of Muslim and other
migrants.

Opposition to Orban’s vision does not
just come from the left, with disquiet also
in the main centre-right parliamentary
group, the European People’s Party (EPP).
The EPP’s leader, Manfred Weber, said he
would vote in favor of the motion against
Orban’s government, whose Fidesz party
belongs to his grouping. 

Weber, a candidate to succeed fellow
EPP member Jean-Claude Juncker as head
of the commission next year, saw his bloc
vote 115 for, 57 against with 28 absten-
tions. But Hungarian government
spokesman Zoltan Kovacs claimed in a
tweet that the motion had failed because
the overall vote did not receive the support
of two-thirds present. It was not immedi-
ately clear if Budapest will launch a legal
challenge. — AFP

STRASBOURG: Member of European Parliament Judith Sargentini (center) reacts after
the vote on the situation in Hungary at the European Parliament in Strasbourg.  — AFP 


