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NEW DELHI: A group of Indian Catholic
nuns are staging a rare street protest in the
southern state of Kerala demanding justice
after an alleged sexual assault of a nun by a
bishop. Police have called the bishop named
in the complaint for a second round of ques-
tioning next week. The bishop has denied
wrongdoing. The case comes at a time when
the Christian commu-
nity, which accounts for
19 percent of the state’s
population, is reeling
under an erosion of
trust as sexual abuse
cases involving the
clergy pile up. Five
priests were arrested
last month in two dif-
ferent sexual assault
cases, while last year, a Catholic priest who
was trying to flee the country was arrested
after a minor he is accused of having sex with
gave birth.

The nun in a letter said she wanted the Vat-
ican to intervene. She said she was forced to
make matters public after several attempts to
seek justice from within the church failed. The

protest, now in its sixth day in Kochi, Kerala’s
financial hub, is gathering momentum as the
locals, activists, writers and politicians come
out in support. A man, who is on an indefinite
hunger strike, lay in front of the stage where
the protesting nuns sat. A nun coordinating
the protest dismissed allegations that they
were trying to disgrace the church.

“Our fight is for the
truth. We will not back
out unless the truth is
established and the nun
is given justice,” she told
Reuters. The Catholic
Church in Germany ac-
knowledged a “depress-
ing and shameful”
legacy of sexual abuse
on Wednesday after a

leaked study said clerics had abused thousands
of children over 70 years. The leaked study was
published on the day that Pope Francis, who has
made several attempts to tackle a spreading
sexual abuse crisis that has badly tarnished the
Church’s image worldwide, summoned senior
bishops from around the world to the Vatican
to discuss the protection of minors. —Reuters
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KERALA: Indian Christian nuns and Muslim supporters protest as they demand the arrest of Bishop Franco
Mulakkal, who is accused of raping a nun, outside the High Court in Kochi in the southern Indian state of
Kerala yesterday. —AFP

Prominent Chinese 
pastor defiant after 
church closure
BEIJING: A Chinese Protestant pastor is
vowing to keep preaching to his flock despite
the closure of his prominent underground
church in Beijing, defying the government’s
intensifying pressure on religious groups.
Pastor Jin Mingri had given sermons at the
Zion Church, one of the biggest unofficial
congregations in the country, for the past
decade until local officials shut it down on
Sunday.

Its nine other satellite venues have also
been closed, but Jin remains adamant that he
will continue running the church. “A church is
more than just about a space,” he told AFP in
an interview. “It’s about gathering together to
worship, it’s about belief.” Housed on the
third storey of a nondescript commercial
building in a northern Beijing suburb, Zion
had up to 1,600 people attending its services
each weekend. But on September 9, some 70
officers stormed into Zion’s premises and or-
dered everyone out, tearing down signs and
the church’s logo, Jin said.

The local civil affairs bureau said an inves-
tigation found that the church “was not reg-
istered and carried out activities in the name
of social organizations without authoriza-

tion”. The church’s troubles started in Febru-
ary this year as tighter regulations on reli-
gious groups kicked in. Authorities asked that
the church install CCTV cameras in the sanc-
tuary. Jin refused. “In the 70 year history of
the people’s republic, (Christians) have had a
lot of harm and ill done to us, so churchgoers
wouldn’t feel too comfortable about their
personal information being made public,” he
said. “So we said no to the installation.”

It marked the start a sustained campaign,
with church members threatened at home and
at their workplaces, and some evicted by
their landlords or asked to leave their jobs
because of their links to Zion, Jin said. He
added that the authorities have branded his
church a “cult”. The building’s owners were
also pressured to prematurely end their part-
nership, refusing to renew the church’s lease
after it expired in August and plastering evic-
tion notices outside.

Churchgoers were also handed similar no-
tices whenever they left the building. Since
then, Jin estimates the church has lost up to
400 followers. Jin said he is harassed daily by
officers and was briefly detained after he
tried to retrieve personal items from the shut-
tered church on Tuesday. Dozens of officers
guarded the compound housing the former
church this week, preventing AFP journalists
from entering the building. “The way they are
trying to control religion, they are using tac-
tics from the former Soviet Union... where the
church is a political tool,” he said. —AFP

Pope meets with 
US church leaders 
over clergy abuse
VATICAN: Pope Francis was set to host US bishops
and cardinals yesterday to discuss the Vatican’s re-
sponse to a new wave of devastating claims of sex-
ual abuse by clergy. The pope was scheduled to
meet Cardinal Daniel DiNardo of Galveston-Hous-
ton, who leads the US Conference of Bishops, and
Cardinal Sean O’Malley of Boston, who advises the
pope on sex abuse issues. 

The US Catholic Church has been shaken by the
publication of a report on sexual abuse by clergy in
Pennsylvania and by the resignation in July of US
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick. He was accused of
sexually abusing a teenager while working as a
priest in New York in the early 1970s. No statement
was scheduled to be released following the meeting
at the Vatican, said a spokeswoman for the Holy See.

Falling popularity
According to the results of a new poll published

by the US news channel CNN on Wednesday, Pope
Francis’s popularity has nosedived in the US re-
cently. The poll showed that only 48 percent of
Americans in general supported the Argentinian
pontiff and his popularity has also plummeted
among US Catholics to 63 percent from 83 percent
18 months ago. A former ambassador to the Holy
See, Monsignor Carlo Vigano, has even demanded
the Pope’s resignation, accusing him of covering up
for McCarrick.

‘Church’s own 9/11’
On Tuesday, Archbishop Georg Gaenswein,

private secretary to Pope Emeritus Benedict
XVI, described sexual abuse against minors by
clergy as the church’s “own 9/11”. Cardinal Di-
Nardo said he wanted to present a “plan of ac-
tion” to the pope to make reporting of abuse and
misconduct by bishops easier. Referring to the
McCarrick case, DiNardo called for a “prompt
and thorough examination... into how the grave
moral failings of a brother bishop could have
been tolerated for so long and proven no imped-
iment to his advancement.”

In the US, a group of 5,000 Catholic chief
executives have frozen $820,000 in funds paid
annually to the Holy See pending clarification of
the sex abuse cases. While Pope Francis has re-
fused to respond to Vigano’s allegations so far,
the Vatican said on Monday that he was “for-
mulating the eventual and necessary clarifica-
tions”. Among the clergymen targeted by
Vigano, Cardinal Donald Wuerl, the archbishop
of Washington and formerly a bishop in Penn-
sylvania, is accused of covering up the sexual
abuse in that state.

He has said he plans to travel to Rome in the
near future to meet with Pope Francis to discuss
his resignation. On Wednesday, the pontiff called
for a meeting of all the heads of Catholic bishops’
conferences worldwide at the Vatican next Feb-
ruary to discuss the issue of the “protection of
minors”. More cases are coming to light. In Ger-
many on Wednesday, the conclusions of a study
commissioned by the German Bishops’ Confer-
ence were leaked to the press. They included the
finding that more than 3,600 children were sex-
ually assaulted by priests in Germany over nearly
seven decades.  —AFP


