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ring today off the coast of Hawaii. Because the pillows form one
atop another, they look like a large stack of several-meter-long
wriggling black worms. With your own wheels, you can easily spot
hundreds of the ‘headrests’ in road cuts along the Sohar-Buraimi
highway, and you can visit wonderful exposures in Wadi Jizzi, a
drainage accessed via the freshly paved Suhaylah Road, which in-
tersects the highway about 45 kilometers west of Sohar.

Green sea turtles
The beautiful coastline near Ras Al Jinz, the Arabian Peninsula’s

easternmost point, is a crucial Indian Ocean nesting site for en-
dangered green sea turtles. After travelling for years through the
open ocean, these remarkable creatures navigate back to the spot
where they were born to lay their own eggs. Although sea turtles
have thrived on our planet since the time of the dinosaurs, they
now face many perils, including entanglement in fishing lines and
illegal poaching as well as natural predators. Witnessing a turtle
laying a clutch of eggs and laboriously dragging her heavy body
back to the sea on a guided tour at the Ras Al Jinz Turtle Reserve
is a highlight for nature lovers.

Baobab trees
Although these hulking giants are more commonly associated

with the African savanna, one of the nine species of the world’s
longest-living and weirdest-looking trees thrive in arid valleys high
above the southern coastal city of Salalah. The road into the moun-
tains east of the beautiful seasonal waterfall at Wadi Darbat passes
several groves of baobabs, which are easily distinguished by their
bottle-shaped trunks, broad girth and large, oval fruit. The Dhofar
region hosts about 200 of these rare deciduous trees, which are
also known by intriguing nicknames like ‘cream of tartar’, ‘dead rat’
and ‘upside-down’ trees.

Sharqiya sand sea
This photogenic sea of sand is the product of two ingredients:

strong winds and an ample supply of sand grains. In the southern
Sharqiya Sands, these grains most likely blew in from the coast,
whereas in the north, where more than a dozen cosy Bedouin
desert camps are located, the grains came from wadis that drain
the mighty Hajar Mountains. Strong seasonal winds have sculpted
this sand into parallel megadunes whose 35-degree faces are ideal
for sand boarding and offroading tours.

Empty Quarter
Despite occupying an area that’s only the size of France, the

Rub Al Khali desert hosts half as much sand as the entire Sahara.
Also called the Empty Quarter because of its lack of settlements,
this 660,000 sq km region is the planet’s largest contiguous sand
desert. Oman’s portion features fields of linear dunes, whose
shapes can shift with the seasonal winds, separated by parched
salt flats. From Salalah, travelers can visit the region on an
overnight tour that includes driving up and down the dunes, plod-
ding camel rides, a majestic sunset and an inky, black sky chock-
full of twinkling stars. (www.lonelyplanet.com) 

The UNESCO-listed beehive tombs are 5000-year-old burial monuments.

Sea turtles return to the Ras Al Jinz beach where they were born to lay their eggs.

The ever-shifting Sharqiya Sands are shaped by Oman’s seasonal winds.


