
Activists stage 
protest against 
book banning
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Around 80 activists gathered in Irada Square
opposite the National Assembly yesterday to protest
against the banning of books by the information ministry.
This was the second gathering by the activists after they
held a similar protest in front of the information ministry
on Sept 1, 2018. Dr Fatima Al-Matar, a teacher at the
Faculty of Law of Kuwait University, criticized the arbi-
trary resolutions of the information ministry to ban books.
“We came today to say no to banning books and no to
restricting free thinking and freedom. We will always
protest against the arbitrariness of the ministry. We previ-
ously met the minister who gave us many promises includ-
ing changing the censorship committee and amending the
publications law, particularly articles 7 and 21, which deal
with banning books. We demanded post-censorship
instead of pre-censorship - the same way newspapers are
treated, for instance,” she told Kuwait Times.

The ministry has banned 4,570 books from being sold
in Kuwait in the past few years. “Books are an essential
and basic right of people, and we do not agree with the
bans. We will continue protesting until the promises of the
minister are fulfilled. Although some people don’t care

much for the ban as they believe they can buy these books
online, I think those who censored these books can also
ban the import of these books or block the websites sell-
ing them. I know a person who wanted to import a number
of books for his personal use but was not allowed to col-
lect them from the customs,” Matar said.

She said the ban is not reasonable or logical for most

books. “One of the examples is banning a novel by Kuwaiti
author Buthayna Al-Eisa (Kharayet Altayh) over fears that it
will affect the relationship with Saudi Arabia, while this nov-
el is sold in Saudi Arabia. Also, some books were banned
merely over the image on the cover. Mermaid, a children’s
book, was banned because the mermaid is wearing a bra. 
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News in brief

Mubarak’s sons arrested 

CAIRO: The two sons of former Egyptian president
Hosni Mubarak were arrested yesterday for alleged
stock manipulation, a judicial source said. Gamal and
Alaa Mubarak are accused alongside three other
people of failing to notify the stock market of agree-
ments to acquire majorities in several banks through
front companies. The accused attended a hearing at
a criminal court in Cairo, where a judge ordered
their arrest, and they will be transferred to custody,
the same judicial source said. The next hearing has
been set for Oct 20. Alaa Mubarak confirmed his
detention in a post on Twitter, voicing hope that “the
truth will be revealed one day”. — AFP 

Lankan envoy recalled 

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka President Maithripala
Sirisena recalled his top envoy to Austria and five
other embassy staff for failing to answer his long-
distance telephone calls, officials said yesterday.
Ambassador Priyanee Wijesekera was given her
marching orders after calls made by Sirisena to the
embassy in Vienna last week went “unanswered for
several hours,” an official source said. Earlier this
week, Sirisena flew into a rage over nuts served
aboard the island’s national carrier saying they were
unfit “even for dogs”. — AFP

New Galaxy launch in Oct 
SAN FRANCISCO: Samsung sent out invitations
Friday for an Oct 11 event to launch a new mobile
device under its Galaxy line. The invitation offered
few details but the mention of “4x fun” led to specu-
lation the about a new smartphone with four cam-
eras or possibly a foldable handset. The South
Korean electronics giant, the world’s leading smart-
phone maker, unveiled its latest flagship Galaxy
Note 9 in August. Samsung and other device makers
are looking for ways to boost momentum in a slug-
gish smartphone market. Despite its leadership posi-
tion, Samsung saw a 22 percent drop in mobile tech-
nology sales in the second quarter. — AFP 

Workers fired for selling apples 

HAVANA: Several employees of a Havana super-
market have been fired for selling 15,000 apples to
a single customer in a country regularly plagued
by food shortages. State news outlet Granma
reported on Friday that the employees involved
were let go after news of the sale first broke on
the blog of a Cuban journalist. A group of “young,
husky people” who were “organized in a quasi-
military” way appeared at the store and bought
150 cases of 100 apples, according to journalist
Iorel Sanchez, who said all the fruit was for a sin-
gle customer. The buyer paid the equivalent of 45
cents per apple, according to receipts published in
the blog post. Granma said eight employees of the
store had been dismissed. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-
Hariri affirmed yesterday his country’s admi-
ration and respect towards Kuwait, rejecting
all  recent al legations on Al-Manar TV
against HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. This came in a
press release by the office of Hariri during a
reception of Kuwaiti  Ambassador to
Lebanon Abdulaal Al-Qenai. 

Earlier, Lebanese State General
Prosecutor Judge Samir Hammoud tasked
the central criminal investigation department
with scripting the interview conducted by
Al-Manar with a media personality who
slandered Kuwait and HH the Amir. Kuwait’s
information ministry also fiercely condemned
the allegations about recent talks between
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and US President Donald
Trump in Washington. 

“What occurred on television screens is
an act outside the Lebanese national con-
sensus regarding relations with Kuwait and
the rest of the Arab brethren,” said Hariri. He
added that “Lebanon’s judiciary system is
investigating the matter and will come up
with a verdict”. The person who came up
with the allegations against HH the Amir will

face justice, affirmed Hariri, who stressed
the strong relations linking Kuwait and
Lebanon. 

Qenai said HH the Amir, as a prominent
regional and international figure, was above all
controversies and allegations. With regards to
the allegations, Qenai affirmed that the televi-
sion channel, which allows such misinformation
to spread, is known for its controversial stance
on regional and international issues, indicating
no act of such nature can affect the strong
bilateral relations. The Kuwaiti diplomat
thanked all Lebanese media outlets for voicing
their utter rejection of these allegations
against HH the Amir, affirming that it was
reflective of the strong brotherhood amongst
Lebanese and Kuwaiti people. 

Lebanon’s official National News Agency
(NNA) said yesterday the documentation of
the interview is a prelude to legal proceed-
ings to be undertaken by the general prose-
cutor. The local media personality, inter-
viewed by Al-Manar, attempted to defame
HH the Amir, making allegations about his
recent meeting with Trump, prompting the
Kuwaiti ministry of information to robustly
denounce the allegations. 

What was said represented “defamation,

slander, falsification of facts and an attempt
to mislead the public,” the ministry said in a
statement. “These allegations are far from
reality, containing offensive remarks that
reveal evil and malicious intentions which
will never affect the neighborly and historic
relations between Lebanon and Kuwait,” it

added. Later yesterday, top Lebanese law-
maker Nabih Berri said Lebanon “vehement-
ly rejects” any derogatory remarks directed
at Kuwait and its leader.  “We will never for-
get or cease appreciating the support
Kuwait has shown us in times of adversity,”
Berri said in a statement. — KUNA 

Super typhoon 
tears through the
Philippines, heads 
to HK, China
TUGUEGARAO, Philippines: Super Typhoon Mangkhut
smashed through the Philippines yesterday, as the biggest
storm to hit the region this year claimed the lives of its first
victims and forced tens of thousands to flee their homes.
Roughly four million people - a quarter of whom live on a
few dollars a day - were in the path of destruction that the
storm slashed through the northern tip of Luzon island,
leaving at least eight dead. “As we go forward, this number
will go higher,” Ricardo Jalad, head of the national civil
defense office, told reporters, referring to the death toll. 

As the powerful storm left the Southeast Asian archi-
pelago and barrelled towards densely populated Hong
Kong and southern China, Philippine authorities began
sending search teams to remote areas hit by communica-
tion and power outages. The extent of the storm’s destruc-
tion was only beginning to be known, with reports of
dozens of rain-soaked hillsides collapsing, torrents of out-
of-control floodwaters and people being rescued from
inundated homes.

More than 105,000 people fled their homes in the
largely rural agricultural region, which is one of the
nation’s top producers of corn and rice. Mangkhut was
packing sustained winds of 160 km per hour and gusts of
up to 195 km per hour as it hurtled across the sea towards
China’s heavily populated southern coast. An average of

20 typhoons and storms lash the Philippines each year,
killing hundreds of people and leaving millions in near-
perpetual poverty. The dead were six people killed in
landslides, a girl who drowned and a security guard
crushed by a falling wall. In addition to the eight killed in
the Philippines, a woman was swept out to sea in Taiwan.

“Among all the typhoons this year, this one (Mangkhut)
is the strongest,” Japan Meteorological Agency forecaster
Hiroshi Ishihara told AFP on Friday. “This is a violent
typhoon. It has the strongest sustained wind (among the
typhoons of this year).” Survivors were traumatized by the
confrontation with the monster storm. “It felt like the end of
the world... that was stronger than Lawin”, said Bebeth
Saquing, 64, using the local name for Super Typhoon
Haima, which was one of the most powerful storms of 2016.
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KUWAIT: Activists gather in Irada Square yesterday to protest against the banning of books by
the information ministry. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

BEIRUT: Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Al-Hariri meets Kuwaiti Ambassador
to Lebanon Abdulaal Al-Qenai yesterday. — KUNA 

Kuwaiti couple 
gets jail term for 
airport attack
COLOMBO: A Kuwaiti man and woman convicted of
assaulting customs officers at Sri Lanka’s main inter-
national airport were handed a six-month jail sen-
tence suspended for five years, an official said yester-
day. A magistrate sentenced on Friday the 32-year-
old woman and her 29-year-old male partner, who
were also fined 138,000 rupees ($860). They were
arrested trying to smuggle in a Burmese mastiff into
the country in July without following quarantine pro-
cedures. The woman was caught on CCTV cameras
assaulting customs officers who tried to stop them.

Bringing pets into the island without quarantine
clearance can lead to the forfeiture of the animal as
well as a fine of up to 100,000 rupees ($625).
Customs spokesman Vipula Minuwanpitiya said the
pet dog was confiscated and later given back to the
couple to be taken out of the country. — AFP 

BAGGAO, Philippines: A man carries his sick child to another
car after their ambulance got stuck on a highway due to elec-
tric posts toppled by Typhoon Mangkhut in Cagayan province
yesterday. — AFP 

NASA space 
laser satellite to 
track ice loss
LOS ANGELES: NASA’s most advanced space laser
satellite blasted off yesterday on a mission to track
ice loss around the world and improve forecasts of
sea level rise as the climate warms. Cloaked in
predawn darkness, the $1 billion, half-ton ICESat-2
launched aboard a Delta II rocket from Vandenberg
Air Force base in California at 6:02 am (1302 GMT).
“Three, two one, liftoff!” said a launch commentator
on NASA television. “Lifting ICESat-2 on a quest to
explore the polar ice sheets of our constantly chang-
ing home planet.”

The launch marks the first time in nearly a decade
that NASA has had a tool in orbit to measure ice
sheet surface elevation across the globe. The preced-
ing mission, ICESat, launched in 2003 and ended in
2009. The first ICESat revealed that sea ice was thin-
ning, and ice cover was disappearing from coastal
areas in Greenland and Antarctica. In the intervening
nine years, an aircraft mission called Operation
IceBridge, has flown over the Arctic and Antarctic,
taking height measurements of the changing ice.

But a view from space - especially with the latest
technology - should be far more precise. An update is
particularly urgent since global average temperatures
have climbed year after year, with four of the hottest
years in modern times all taking place from 2014-2017. 
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