
Sunday, September 16, 2018

2
L o c a l

By Jeri Al-Jeri

KUWAIT: The information ministry banned 4,000 books
from 2013 to 2017, some over religious sensitivities or
political reasons, and others for violent or explicit content.
People in Kuwait enjoy freedom of speech and have a
great sense of pride about it compared to other Gulf and
Arab countries, apart from Lebanon and Tunisia. However,
academics, amateur researchers and the average book
enthusiast have felt this special Kuwaiti literary pride has
been damaged over the past few years.

Yesterday, protesters wore black blindfolds and held up
placards expressing their opinions about what they think
is an excessive banning of books. Kuwait Times inter-
viewed some of these protesters, including Adnan Al-
Abaar, a highly-educated Kuwaiti; Dr Fatima Al-Matar,
who was very enthusiastic about this issue; Zahra Al-
Qattan, a young Kuwaiti woman with a cheerful attitude
despite her challenging health condition; and Eman Al-
Salam, a trilingual Kuwaiti.

Kuwait Times: Why do men and women feel the need to
protest against the banning of books?

Abaar: Because it’s encroaching on our freedom to read
ideas that might oppose ours, and we consider this as a
belittlement of our minds and intellects, and it further
reduces our liberties.

Moreover, it jabs at the notion that we are able to
choose for ourselves which books we want to read, should
read, and ultimately, can read.

Matar: We are protesting today because of the unfair
book banning and book censorship by the Kuwaiti min-
istry of information. There have been 4,370 books banned
by the ministry on grounds that these books contain text
that “might” influence youth against their religious beliefs,
or “might” affect national security. Most books that are
banned are novels.

Qattan: Mostly because I think Kuwaitis are not used to
this idea of limited freedom, or having someone dictate to
them what they should or shouldn’t do.

Salam: Because they want to prove that they have free-
dom of choice, and choosing books is one of its forms.

KT: Is the ministry making a mistake by being overly
protective?

Matar: In my opinion, yes. In this day and age, banning
books is fascist. The ministry has no right to dictate what we
can and can’t read. The Kuwaiti constitution gave us free-
dom of choice, freedom of opinion and freedom of thought.

KT: What does this ban symbolize?
Abaar: In the simplest sense, it symbolizes tyranny. If

someone bans any book without providing sufficient evi-
dence to justify it, and at least without a discussion

through which we can argue against these reasons, then
they are basically telling us that the bans are arbitrary and
capricious.

Qattan: For me, it symbolizes totalitarianism. Kuwait is a
democratic country according to the constitution.

Salam: Restriction of ideas and freedoms. I am advocat-
ing age restrictions when buying books. 

KT: Do you want parliamentarians to take action?
Abaar: Of course! That’s why Dr Fatima Al-Matar and I

started the petition, which sends an e-mail of every signa-
ture to some of the people we have chosen. (You can help
us by emailing me the names of parliament members and
relevant decision makers and their email IDs, so I can add
them to the petition.)

Matar: Members of parliament must take action. The
media and publishing law no. 3 of 2006 puts too many
“unconstitutional” limitations on what can and can’t be pub-
lished. This law cannot be amended unless MPs vote on it.

Qattan: We want MPs to STOP making decisions that
limit our freedom and free will.

In conclusion, the protesters feel that the government
should have more faith in them, and that this “overprotec-
tive motherly attitude” will only bring about weak-minded
generations who cannot handle multiculturalism, or
viciously unruly degenerates who will go head to head
with anything religious or traditional for the mere
vengeance for their freedom to read.
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lament ‘damaged’ Kuwaiti literary pride 

Citizens hold placards against the banning of books.

KUWAIT: A group of citizens protest the information ministry’s book ban
during a rally outside the National Assembly’s building yesterday. — Photos
by Yasser Al-Zayyat

Ministry files 449
real estate fraud
complaints
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Ministry of the Commerce and Industry (MoCI) referred 449
complaints concerning real estate fraud to the public prosecution. The min-
istry explained that the citizens filing the complaints had purchased proper-
ties from some companies they described as ‘fake’. MoCI stressed that since
coming to office, Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan had been working on fighting
real estate fraud. 

Integrated plan
On direct instructions from Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)

Director Lt Gen Khaled Al-Mekrad and following several accidents in the
southern islands during holidays and weekends, the marine rescue depart-
ment has developed an integrated plan to secure the islands by providing
enough fully-equipped rescue boats and gear. The plan will overcome pre-
vious obstacles resulting from the islands’ remoteness and the number of
visitors to those islands during holidays. The plan also includes having boats
readily available at and around Kubbar and Um Al-Maradem islands to han-
dle any contingencies. 

Technical mistakes
Chairman of the Federation of Kuwaiti Engineering Offices and

Consultant Houses Bader Al-Salman urged Information Minister Mohammed
Al-Jabri to investigate the production and broadcast of a report aired on
KTV1’s Good Morning Kuwait show about the ministry of justice’s building.
He accused the program’s editor and presenter of committing several techni-
cal mistakes and excluding the role played by local engineering offices and
consultant houses in executing development projects. Salman also urged the
minister to take the matter seriously and hold whoever is responsible for
marginalizing local engineering offices accountable because these offices
and houses are the ones that design and supervise state and private sector
projects. Salman also urged Minister of Public Works Hosam Al-Roumi to
stop ministry engineers from designing projects and make them only super-
vise the projects’ execution as representatives of the owner.   

Disabled care
privileges limited
until retirement
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf stressed that
the privileges given to people assigned to care for rela-
tives with special needs are limited until retirement. Hajraf
also noted that according to articles 2 and 3 of law number
8/2010, the privileges, including health, educational and
employment care, are only for Kuwaiti citizens and the
children of Kuwaiti women. 

Constructional faults
The Ministry of Education’s educational construction

sector listed issues of South Surra schools on top of its
priorities, said Yousef Al-Najjar, undersecretary for edu-
cational facilities, noting that four of the area’s schools
have minor constructional faults concerning insulation.
Najjar added that the four schools’ maintenance contract
has expired and that a special meeting was held with
Ministry of Public Works (MPW) engineers to contact the
contractor and resolve the problem. 

New police stations
Well informed security sources said that the Ministry of

Interior will soon open three new police stations in
Ahmadi, one in Mangaf and two in Sabah Al-Ahmad City. 

Company fined
KD 58,000 for 
state property
encroachment
By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Director of the safety department in Mubarak
Al-Kabeer governorate Maise Bushehri said a field tour
resulted in issuing a citation to a company that used state
property for offices and warehouses, and whose storage
license had expired. The fine is of KD 58,000.

Eight people rescued
The marine fire station, in cooperation with the coast-

guard, rescued eight Kuwaitis after their yacht hit a buoy
near Mina Ahmadi. All of them were taken to shore in good
condition. Separately, firemen put out a fire in a room at
the Cosmo complex in Khairan. No injuries were reported.
The room contained plastic goods. In the meantime, South
Salmiya fire station  responded to a call about a fire in a
car and put it out, and was kept from spreading.
Meanwhile, a vehicle caught fire in Sabah Al-Ahmad. The
car was totally engulfed in fire and completely destroyed.

In another case, firemen dealt with a fire in a power trans-
former in Andalus. The fire started in a boat near the trans-
former and reached the transformer, prompting Sulaibkhat
and Ardiya centers to respond. No injuries were reported.
Also, firemen put out a blaze in a Saad Al-Abdullah house
without any injuries.

Traffic accidents
Kuwait witnessed several traffic accidents in various

governorates last month. Ahmadi had the lion’s share of
fatalities with 10 people killed - four citizens and six non-
Kuwaitis. A security source said statistics of non-felony
deaths with regards to traffic accidents in August saw 11
Kuwaiti men and women killed, while 18 men of other
nationalities as well as two women also died, bringing the
total deaths to 32 men and women.

Smuggling foiled
Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for Reform

Institutions Maj Gen Farraj Al-Zoubi sent a prison employ-
ee to the public prosecution for attempting to smuggle
heroin to her son, who is a prison inmate. The employee’s
10-year-old daughter was also detained as she was used
in the smuggling attempt on the orders of her mother. The
woman who wanted to visit her son was searched as well
as the girl, and the heroin was found on the girl. The
employee said she was delivering the narcotic to her son.
In a separate case, police discovered two bags of drugs
with a Pakistani at a checkpoint in Saad Al-Abdullah. The
Pakistani told police he has heart problems, adding a small

bag he had contained his medicine, but policemen found
drugs in it.

KD 3,000 watch stolen
A citizen told police in Kabd that she suspects her maid

of stealing a watch worth KD 3,000. Police are working on
the case.

Flames engulf a vehicle in Salmiya.

KUWAIT: The general coordinator of security committees and director of Mubarak Al-Kabeer fire
brigade Mohammad Al-Mahmeed held an inspection tour of several husseiniyas in the Capital,
Hawally and Mubarak Al-Kabeer governorates to check the fire plans that were distributed to them.
Mahmeed also received Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Immigration and Passport
Affairs Maj Gen Faisal Al-Nawaf, who checked several security stations. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun

A woman holds a sign with various book covers.
A man holds a sign that reads “you are not our minds’
guardians.”
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Another book was banned because it contains the word
God, although Kuwait respects all religions,” Matar added.
“We chose this time for the sit-in as the book fair is
approaching. And we set this location because they didn’t
allow us to gather in front of the ministry as we did in our first
protest. The police indirectly threatened us that they may
cancel our gathering if the ministry demanded so. For the
safety of the activists, we gathered here,” concluded Matar.  

Author Buthayna Al-Eisa attended the protest holding a
book by Henry Muller, which according to her represents
the policy of the ministry in banning books. “He wrote a
book about books - The Books in My Life - which was
banned in Kuwait. My novel Kharayet Altayh (The Maps of
Loss) was banned two years ago and is still outlawed,
although it’s sold in all other countries including Saudi
Arabia,” she explained.

She published it in Beirut and couldn’t distribute it in
Kuwait. “The novel is about a boy who gets lost during the
hajj pilgrimage, and an organ trafficking gang kidnaps him. It
tells how this gang was pursued and how the parents dealt
with this situation. The censorship department accused my
novel of provoking regime overthrow and not respecting pub-
lic morals. Simply, it’s a Taleban-esque policy,” Eisa said.

Adnan Abbas, a Kuwaiti who participated in the protest,
said it’s not correct to prevent people from reading certain
books. “I think that if one or few books are immoral, they still
shouldn’t be banned. Instead we can counter these books
with other correct books. This ban and censorship have badly
affected the community. In the end, people can still buy these
books outside Kuwait and read them. We are already facing
difficulty in finding books that are not banned, and now more
books are being banned. This is really unacceptable,” he said.


